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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 Broad Oak Tree Consultants Ltd. received instructions to produce an Arboricultural Method 

Statement (AMS) in relation to the installation of a Yurt and Pod  at Groveside School, 40 
Christchurch Road, Reading, RG2 7AY. The structures will be within the Root Protection 
Areas (RPAs) of a number of mature trees and the Council require confirmation of their 
specifications and installation methodologies to ensure no adverse damage occurs to the 
trees. 

 
 
2. TREE INFORMATION 
 
 The Tree Protection Plan (TPP) Drawing No. J64.56/03 in Appendix 1 indicates the tree 

species, canopy spreads, BS5837:2012 Categories and BS calculated RPAs. 
 
 The TPP also indicates measures to be taken to ensure minimal impacts arise from the 

installation of the Yurt (within the RPA of T14 Hornbeam) and the Pod with access path 
(within the RPAs of T11 Purple Beech and T12 Common Oak). 

 
3. INSTALLATION OF YURT 
 
 Details of the Yurt specification are included on the MH Architects Drawing No. 0023 Rev. 

PO1 in Appendix 2. 
 
 The floor of the Yurt will be suspended 30cm above existing ground level off 75mm by 

75mm posts sunk some 30cm into the ground. These will be hand tool or manual operated 
augered into the ground. If any roots of 25mm diameter or greater are encountered the 
posts will be locally relocated to avoid the root. The raised floor means there will be no 
adverse impact on gaseous exchange with the soils and rainfall will still be available to the 
tree as it runs off the roof. 

 
 All materials for the Yurt will be walked into site along the existing paths and play surface 

areas from the existing parking area with no vehicle movements beyond existing surfaced 
parking areas. 

 
 If installation occurs during wet weather where ground conditions are soft, the routing from 

existing paths/surfacing will be across scaffold boards to minimise compaction of the soils. 
 
 
4. INSTALLATION OF POD AND PATH 
 
 Details of the Pod specification are included on the MH Architects Drawing No. 0024 Rev. 

PO1 in Appendix 3. 
 
 The Pod requires four corner slabs to be laid to support the load and suspend the base just 

above ground level to prevent damp ingress. This slightly raised nature will ensure 
continued gaseous exchange with the underlying soils and rainfall will run off the roof to the 
surrounding soil.  

 
To achieve a level base for the slabs the turf will be cut using hand tools and manually 
removed. This will not damage the roots of the trees and the area is heavily compacted 
from daily foot traffic. Similarly the access path will only require the hand tool removal of the 
turf with metal/timber edging, a geotextile base and porous infill. 
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As for the Yurt installation all materials will be walked into the site from the existing surfaced 
parking areas. 
 
5. SUMMARY 
 
Both structures require minimal installation or ground disturbance with measures to ensure minima 
potential root disturbance. 
 
Both structures have suspended floors allowing continued gaseous exchange and moisture 
ingress. 
 
All movement of materials and installation will be by foot traffic and manual operations with minimal 
risk to the trees with no tree surgery works required. 
 
No protective fencing is required as there are no vehicles or machinery involved and risks of 
damage to the trees occurring are extremely low. 
 
The TPP can be referred to as an approved plan to ensure the correct methodologies are applied.
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Tim Laddiman 
Chartered Arboriculturist 
Broad Oak Tree Consultants Ltd. 
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