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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has been prepared by Shrimplin Planning and Development on behalf of Reading Borough Council in support of a hybrid planning application: Full planning application (Phase 1) for car park extension with reconfigured internal vehicular circulation, landscaping, play equipment, boundary treatment and various associated works; Outline planning application (Phase 2) for up to 890sqm (GIA) of additional Learning and non-residential institutions use (Class F1), an additional car park extension, landscaping and various associated works, with all matters reserved except access (hereafter referred to as the “Application Proposal”) at Whitley Park Primary and Nursery School, Brixham Road, Reading, RG2 7RB (hereafter referred to as the “Application Site”).  
1.2 The Application Site currently contains a 3 form entry primary school which accommodates 630 pupils aged between 4 and 11 years.  It has an on-site nursery accommodating 30m pupild.  It has been identified, along with The Ridgeway Primary School, to accommodate a new 168-place Special Educational Needs (SEN) school for children aged 3–16 with Learning Difficulties, Autism, ADHD, Speech, Language and Communication needs, and dysregulated behaviours, addressing a shortfall in SEN provision within the Borough. The new SEN school will comprise a 96-place SEN secondary school at Whitley Park Primary School and an 72-place SEN primary school at The Ridgeway Primary School.  Whitley Park Primary School will be reduced to a two-form-entry school (420 pupils) and nursery (26 pupils).
1.3 This SCI sets out the strategy of engagement with local residents, school staff and local politicians to notify them about the proposals and seek their feedback ahead of the submission of the planning submission to Reading Borough Council.

2.0 
CONSULTATION PROCESS
2.1 The objective of the consultation process was to ensure that key information on the project was communicated clearly to stakeholders and local residents and to collect feedback on the plans for consideration ahead of the submission of the planning application.
2.2 The consultation process included:
· Distribution of letters to residential addresses around the site, with an invitation to the engagement exhibition.
· Drop-in exhibition for parents and public engagement exhibition held at The Ridgeway Primary School on 20 July 2026, 3.15pm – 6.30pm.
2.3 The consultation process focussed on reaching out to neighbours within the vicinity of the site most affected by the Application Proposal. A letter (Appendix 1) was distributed to local residents which included key information on the Application Proposal, the date and time of the exhibition and an email address to send any comments or queries.  It was distributed to residents on the following roads within the local catchment area:  
· Buckland Road
· Dawlish Road
· Carousel Court
· Basingstoke Road
· Merton Road South
· Merton Road North
· Lamerton Road
· Hartland Road
· Corinne Close
· Merivale Gardens
· Stockton Road
· Whitstone Gardens
· Camelford Close 
· Templeton Gardens
· Redruth Gardens
· Helston Gardens
· Newlyn Gardens
· Callington Road
· Brixham Road
· Meavy Gardens
· Ashmore Road
· Landrake Crescent 
· Northumberland Avenue
· Stratton Gardens 
· Sheldon Gardens
· Chagford Road
· Padstow Gardens
· Kingsbridge Road
· Churchill Close
· Dawlish Road
· Kingston Gardens
· Chudleigh Gardens
2.4 Parents and staff were also notified ahead of the public exhibition by text message inviting them to the engagement exhibition.  Ward councillors were also notified directly by email on 10 July. 
2.5 A public engagement exhibition was held at the school on 20 July 2026, 3.15pm – 6.30pm to allow interested parties to come and find out more about the proposals and speak with members of the project team.  
2.6 The proposals were presented on exhibition boards (Appendix 2).  Members of the project team were available to discuss the plans and answer any questions that attendees had.  Members of the project team in attendance at the public consultation event included the Applicant (Reading Borough Council), Architects (Ayre Chamberlain Gaunt), Planning Consultant (Shrimplin Planning & Development) and Transport Consultant (Scott White and Hookins).  The exhibition boards were left on display for parents to view following the engagement events.
2.7 [bookmark: _Hlk514712361]

3.0 FEEDBACK
3.1 There were 18 adults and 7 children in attendees at the event, comprising a mix of staff and local residents. Attendees were able to share their feedback on the proposals through discussions with the team.
3.2 Feedback was broadly positive, with recognition of the need to provide SEN provision. Some issues were raised in relation to the changes to the nursery and existing highway, traffic and parking issues associated with the operation of the school. These included existing traffic congestion, parking, drop-off and pick-up arrangements and the general operation of the highway network around the school.

· General interest in the plans for the site, access arrangements and the planning process.  Support for SEN provision.  Good to have in the local area. 

Response: noted and welcomed.

· Comments around proposed reduction in capacity to existing nursery

Response: The existing nursery at Whitley Park is to be reduced in size (from 30 places to 26 places).  The implications of this minor reduction in the nursery’s capacity has been fully considered having regard to the identified nursery needs of the local area.  The nursery would continue to provide sufficient capacity to accommodate the identified nursery needs arising within the catchment area, particularly when considered alongside the capacity available at other nurseries within the local area. The proposed changes would therefore not result in a shortfall in nursery provision for the local area.

The proposals have sought to balance the continued provision of nursery accommodation along with the requirements of the existing school and meeting specialist education need through the new SEN provision. The nursery will be provided with newly refurbished space and a bespoke play area that will provide high quality nursery provision. 

· Comments around safety and the potential interaction between older students and other pupils on the site.

Response: The Applicant acknowledges the importance of maintaining a safe well-managed environment for all pupils. There is new fencing proposed to separate the two the schools.  The management and supervision of pupils, including the interaction between different age groups and the implementation of appropriate safeguarding measures, is an operational matter for the schools.  

· Concerns over traffic on local roads (particularly Brixham Road) and problems on residential roads at peak times with congestion and parents parking to drop off / pick up children.

Response: The Applicant acknowledges the issues raised by local residents and recognises that these are matters of importance to the local community. It is important to distinguish between matters that relate to the operation of the existing school and the impacts arising from the proposed development. The focus of the planning application is assessing and mitigating any impacts arising from the proposed development. The Application Proposal is supported by a Transport Statement which considers the transport impacts associated with the proposals and sets out arrangements to manage traffic associated with the SEN school within the site, rather issues being displaced on to the public highway.  The Application Proposal will therefore not worsen existing highway issues around the site.

The school will continue to engage with local residents on any issues raised and work with the local authority in resolving existing highway issues.

· Interest in adding a secondary access to Brixham Road and/or widened access to Brixham Road with access-control

Response:  An additional or widened access to Brixham Road would raise  highway considerations and would impact on trees.  These proposals are not under consideration at this stage.  The Application Proposal is supported by a Transport Statement which demonstrates that the proposed arrangements can be accommodated via the current access. 

· Highway and parking issues associated with pedestrian access on Callington Road

Response: The pedestrian access to Callington Road was re-opened in 2021.  As above, the Applicant acknowledges the concerns raised by local residents, particularly around cars being parked inconsiderately in front of driveways when pupils are dropped off /picked up, and recognises that these are matters of importance to the local community. It is important to distinguish between matters that relate to the operation of the existing school and the impacts arising from the proposed development. The focus of the planning application is assessing and mitigating any impacts arising from the proposed development. The Application Proposal is supported by a Transport Statement which considers the transport impacts associated with the proposals and sets out arrangements to manage traffic associated with the SEN school within the site, rather issues being displaced on to the public highway.  The Application Proposal will therefore not worsen existing highway issues around the site.

The school will continue to engage with local residents on any issues raised and work with the local authority in resolving existing highway issues.
3.3 

4.0 [bookmark: _Hlk216170628]CONCLUSION
4.1 The Applicant has sought to engage extensively with local residents and the school community on proposals for the site.  A drop in exhibition for parents and a public exhibition for local residents took place on 20 July 2026.  These events provided an opportunity for school parents and local residents and stakeholders to learn about the proposals from the project team and provide feedback.
4.2 Feedback on the proposals was broadly positive, with support for the new SEN school.  Some issues were raised in relation to the reduced capacity of the nursery and existing highway, traffic and parking issues associated with the operation of the school. These included existing traffic congestion, parking, drop-off and pick-up arrangements and the general operation of the highway network around the school.
4.3 The feedback received has been carefully considered in finalising the proposals for the site. 
4.4 The Applicant remains committed to engaging with residents and stakeholders throughout the determination of the application and thereafter.
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