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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has been prepared by Shrimplin 

Planning and Development on behalf of Reading Borough Council in support of a 

planning application for a car park extension with reconfigured internal vehicular 

circulation, landscaping and play equipment (part retrospective), outdoor play space 

and boundary treatment (hereafter referred to as the “Application Proposal”) at The 

Ridgeway Primary School, Willow Gardens, Reading, Berkshire, RG2 8JD (hereafter 

referred to as the “Application Site”).  

1.2 The Application Site currently contains a 3 form entry primary school, expanded in 

2015 to accommodate 630 pupils to meet a rise in pupil numbers but now operating 

with spare capacity.  It also includes a 26-place nursery and a satellite SEN school 

(Thames Valley School) with a capacity of 8 pupils.  It has been identified, along with 

Whitley Park Primary and Nursery School, to provide a new 168-place Special 

Educational Needs (SEN) school for children aged 3–16 with Learning Difficulties, 

Autism, ADHD, Speech, Language and Communication needs, and dysregulated 

behaviours, addressing a shortfall in SEN provision within the Borough.  The new SEN 

school will have an 72-place SEN primary school at the Ridgeway site and a 96-place 

SEN secondary school at the Whitley Park site.  Ridgeway Primary School will be 

reduced to a two-form-entry school (420 pupils). 

1.3 This SCI sets out the strategy of engagement with local residents, school staff and local 

politicians to notify them about the proposals and seek their feedback ahead of the 

submission of the planning submission to Reading Borough Council. 
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2.0 CONSULTATION PROCESS 

2.1 The objective of the consultation process was to ensure that key information on the 

project was communicated clearly to stakeholders and local residents and to collect 

feedback on the plans for consideration ahead of the submission of the planning 

application. 

2.2 The consultation process included: 

• Distribution of letters to residential addresses around the site, with an invitation 

to the engagement exhibition. 

• Drop-in exhibition for parents held at The Ridgeway Primary School on 21 July 

2026, 1.00pm –1.30pm. 

• A public engagement exhibition held at The Ridgeway Primary School on 21 July 

2026, 3.15pm – 6.30pm. 

2.3 The consultation process focussed on reaching out to neighbours within the vicinity of 

the site most affected by the Application Proposal. A letter (Appendix 1) was 

distributed to local residents which included key information on the Application 

Proposal, the date and time of the exhibition and an email address to send any 

comments or queries.  It was distributed to 910 residents on the following roads.   

• Hillbrow  

• Lancaster Court 

• Tamarisk Avenue 

• Linden Road 

• Laburnum Gardens 

• Newstead Rise 

• Hollydale Close  

• Whitley Wood Road 

• Hollydale Close 

• Rushden Drive 

• Cherry Grove  

• Poplar Gardens 

• Cedar Road 

• Willow Gardens 
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• Hazel Crescent 

• Blagdon Road 

• Shinfield Road 

• Sycamore Road 

• Poplar Gardens 

• Highmead Close  

• Beech Road 

• Hartland Road 

• Wheatley Close 

• Egerton Road 

• Lacewood Gardens 

• Cressingham Road 

• Maple Gardens 

• Hawthorn Gardens 

• Litton Road 

• Lower Meadow Road 

• Upper Meadow Road 

2.4 Parents were also notified ahead of the public exhibition.  The school also sent a letter 

in April 2026 advising them of the changes to the school site , offering an afterschool 

drop in should any parents have concerns or questions about the plans. Ward 

councillors were also notified directly by email on 10 July.  

2.5 A drop-in exhibition for parents was held at The Ridgeway Primary School on 21 July 

2026, during the school pick up period (1.00pm –1.30pm).  This enabled parents to 

find out about the proposals and the changes to the existing school and nursery.  

2.6 A public engagement exhibition was held at the school on 21 July 2026, 1– 6.30pm to 

allow interested parties to come and find out more about the proposals and speak 

with members of the project team.  The exhibition boards were left on display for 

parents to view following the engagement events. 

2.7 The proposals were presented on exhibition boards, and members of the project team 

were available to discuss the plans and answer any questions that attendees had.  

Members of the project team in attendance at the public consultation event included 

the Applicant (Reading Borough Council), Architects (Ayre Chamberlain Gaunt), 
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Planning Consultant (Shrimplin Planning & Development) and Transport Consultant 

(Scott White and Hookins).  

2.8 There were 16 adults and 9 children in attendees at the event, comprising a mix of 

staff and local residents. Attendees were able to share their feedback on the proposals 

through discussions with the team.  
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3.0 FEEDBACK 

3.1 Feedback was broadly positive, with recognition of the need to provide SEN provision. 

Some concerns were raised in relation to existing highway, traffic and parking issues 

associated with the operation of the school. These included concerns regarding 

existing traffic congestion, parking, drop-off and pick-up arrangements and the 

general operation of the highway network around the school. 

 

• General interest in the plans for the site, particularly around the SEN school 

access arrangements 

 

Response: noted. 

 

• Path around back of site for pedestrians and vehicles is a great idea and will be 

a real improvement 

 

Response: welcomed. 

 

• There are problems on residential roads at peak times with congestion and 

parents parking to drop off / pick up children, preventing residents from 

accessing / leaving their properties and disrupting the flow of traffic 

 

Response: The Applicant acknowledges the concerns raised by local residents 

and recognises that these are matters of importance to the local community. 

It is important to distinguish between matters that relate to the operation of 

the existing school and the impacts arising from the proposed development. 

The focus of the planning application is assessing and mitigating any impacts 

arising from the proposed development. The Application Proposal is supported 

by a Transport Statement which considers the transport impacts associated 

with the proposals and sets out arrangements to manage traffic associated 

with the SEN school within the site, rather issues being displaced on to the 
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public highway.  The Application Proposal will therefore not worsen existing 

highway issues around the site. 

 

The school will continue to engage with local residents on any concerns raised 

and work with the local authority in resolving existing highway issues. 

 

• There are problems on Shinfield Road with parents doing dangerous 

manoeuvres (U-turns) which cannot be seen as cars approach from over the 

top of the hill.  

 

Response: The Applicant acknowledges the concerns raised by local residents 

and recognises that these are matters of importance to the local community. 

It is important to distinguish between matters that relate to the operation of 

the existing school and the impacts arising from the proposed development. 

The focus of the planning application is assessing and mitigating any impacts 

arising from the proposed development. The Application Proposal is supported 

by a Transport Statement which considers the transport impacts associated 

with the proposals and sets out arrangements to manage traffic associated 

with the SEN school within the site, rather issues being displaced on to the 

public highway.  The Application Proposal will therefore not worsen existing 

highway issues around the site. 

 

The school will continue to engage with local residents on any concerns raised 

and work with the local authority in resolving existing highway issues. 
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4.0 CONCLUSION 

4.1 The Applicant has sought to engage extensively with local residents and the school 

community on proposals for the site.  A drop in exhibition for parents and a public 

exhibition for local residents took place on 21 July 2026.  These events provided an 

opportunity for school parents and local residents and stakeholders to learn about the 

proposals from the project team and provide feedback. 

4.2 Feedback on the proposals was broadly positive, with support for the new SEN school.  

Some concerns were raised in relation to existing highway, traffic and parking issues 

associated with the operation of the school. These included concerns regarding 

existing traffic congestion, parking, drop-off and pick-up arrangements and the 

general operation of the highway network around the school. 

4.3 The feedback received has been carefully considered in finalising the proposals for the 

site.  

4.4 The Applicant remains committed to engaging with residents and stakeholders 

throughout the determination of the application and thereafter. 
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APPENDIX 1  

LETTER SENT TO RESIDENTS 
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Your contact is:  
 

Dear resident, 
 
Creating schools for the future in line with the Government’s Education Estate Strategy 
 
As part of plans to revitalise our school estate, ensure our schools are fit for the future and 
deliver vital local education for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
(SEND), Reading Borough Council is developing The Ridgeway Primary School. 
 
Falling pupil numbers in primary schools is a national trend, as is the increasing additional 
support children need to attend an appropriate school to meet their needs. 

 
Work is being carried out to use the spare capacity of the school site to introduce much-
needed local SEND provision.  
 
We will be holding a drop-in session at the school on Tuesday 21st July between 15.15 
– 18.30pm. Here, you will be able to see the proposals, and our design team will be on hand 
to answer any questions and hear your thoughts. There will be further opportunities to submit 
formal comments on the planning application later in the year. 
 
The Ridgeway Primary School site has been identified as one of the best locations to deliver 
the proposals, which include: 
 

• Retaining and improving the current 2FE mainstream primary school and nursery, with 
the addition of: 

o An improved play area for early years pupils 
o New toilets 
o New netball court. 

• A new provision for primary SEND pupils using the spare capacity on site, via: 
o A refurbishment of the existing spare classrooms, making them suitable for 

SEND teaching 
o Demolition of a life expired modular building 
o New extensions to create space for SEND teaching and ancillary spaces 
o Redesigned external outdoor spaces allowing for SEND external play 
o Improved site access and partitioning between the two school provisions 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Resident 

 
 

 
 
Reading Borough Council 
Civic Offices 
Bridge Street, Reading, RG1 2LU 
 
 0118 937 3787 

 
E-mail: educationpropertydevelopment 
@reading.gov.uk 

 
Date: 9 July 2026 

Helen Roberts, Principle Education Property Development Officer 

mailto:Laura.Mahoney@reading.gov.uk
mailto:Laura.Mahoney@reading.gov.uk
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o New car park and drop-off area. 
 

The improvement works to the mainstream primary school site is expected to be completed in 
summer 2026, with works to create SEND places, extensions and external works to be carried 
out in 2027. 

 
 

Kind regards 
 
Helen Roberts 
Principal Education Property Development Officer 
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APPENDIX 2 

PRESENTATION BOARDS 

 



 The Ridgeway Primary School Works - Summer 2026

Refurbishment of existing building and associated landscaping - Summer 2027

Proposed Demolition - Summer 2027

Further refurbishment and extensions to be completed following the above



01 REMOVAL OF MODULAR BUILDING 02 IDENTIFYING EXISTING DATUMS 06 RESPONDING TO ROOF TYPOLOGIES03 IDENTIFYING PITCHED ROOFS AS A 
PREDOMINANT SITE FEATURE

04 RESPONDING TO EXISTING DATUMS 05 REFINING LAYOUTS

HEAD TEACHER’S 
OFFICE
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As shown in the drawing above, during morning
drop-off and afternoon pick-up, vehicles will enter the
site from Willow Gardens, and exit through Hillbrow.

The proposed layout allows six vehicles to drop off or
pick up at a time, with a queuing lane for a further 19
vehicles. This means all vehicle traffic during peak
times is managed within the site, and no congestion
will occur on roads in the surrounding area.

The school will manage traffic on site using marshals
and by communicating with the vehicle drivers.
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