
Planning

Memo

To:
Huimin Chen, Planning
From:
Sarah Hanson, Natural Environment Officer, Planning 

CC:
 

Date:
9 September 2026
Re:
Consultation on a Discharge of conditions Application
Planning Application Ref: PL/26/1086

Application Type: Approval of details reserved by a condition

Address: 41A WHITE HOUSE, 41 EASTERN AVENUE, READING, RG1 5RX

Proposal: Discharge of conditions 4, 5 & 7 of planning permission reference PL/26/0099. (amended)
Condition 4 relates to materials – I will leave you and the conservation officer to confirm acceptance of these.
Condition 5 relates to ‘details of the lightwells, including a section drawing and methodology of construction’. ‘Section As Proposed’ drawing 04-10 has been submitted.  I note Rev A of this plan was submitted during the application process so I would have thought that the version submitted for discharge would be Rev B?  I note the change is the inclusion of construction methodology notes for consideration – it would be helpful to make reference in these to compliance with any requirements in the final AMS.
Condition 7 requires submission of an Arboricultural Method Statement and Tree Protection Plan.  In order to deal with this, the applicant has submitted Arboricultural Impact Assessment report, ref 2509 dated 13th April 2026 and Preliminary Tree Protection Plan 2509-1 A.  This was the report and plan submitted with the planning application and was not a final AMS, hence the condition, so I’m unclear why the applicant considers it appropriate for discharge.  

5.1.11 states (with my emphasis):

5.11.1 A qualified Arboricultural Consultant must be retained during the period of construction to carry out the following:

- to prepare a detailed Arboricultural Method Statement, to include details of drainage, services, contractors’ facilities and a cross section through the No-Dig areas showing existing and proposed levels. The Arboricultural Method Statement must be approved by the local planning authority, prior to construction or demolition starting on site.
And 6.7 states (with my emphasis):

6.7 Provided the recommendations in this report are followed, the arboricultural impact of this development on existing tree cover is considered acceptable. Arboricultural supervision has been included to assist with tree protection measures; this includes preparation of a full Arboricultural Method Statement at the detailed stage of the development to ensure that any additional tree protection measures which may be required are fully considered and specified.

We therefore expect a final AMS dealing with all required details – I would expect all information to be available to the author by now.

In conclusion, discharge of Condition 7 is not currently supported.  I will leave you to consider whether a revised plan for Condition 5 is appropriate.
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