Forest School Outdoor Space Position Statement
Planning Application Ref: PL/26/067259 - Gloucester Road, Reading, RG30 2TH
This Statement sets out the proposed use of the external areas associated with the proposed Forest School associated with planning application PL/26/067259.
The School’s garden/outdoor space will be used as a state funded Forest School only between the hours of 09:00 and 16:30 Monday to Saturday, with staff arriving at the premises an hour before school start, at 08:00.  
During the weekday and Saturday Forest school use, there will be a maximum of [30] people using the outdoor/garden areas.
Activities within the garden/outdoor space will comprise learning and development through outdoor play, reading, crafts, gardening, cooking by a campfire, and looking for bugs and insects. 
The applicant accepts a planning condition restricting the use within these times and with the number of people stated.
As indicated in the supporting Noise Assessment for application PL/26/067259, the ambient levels of noise during school hours on weekdays include noise from nearby schools, including people arriving at and leaving these schools. 
Please see below extract from the noise assessment. 
‘4.4.6 During the times without proposed community hire activities, such as school hours on weekdays, the ambient and background levels can be seen to be higher than the proposed activity noise. These ambient noise levels were believed to be caused in part by noise from people around the school, based upon the time and nature of the noise increases, and therefore the proposed activity noise is considered to be similar in character to the typical noise sources in the area, and at a lower level. 
4.4.7 The predicted activity noise from the children’s party can be seen to be c.3-4 dB higher than the typical ambient noise levels during Saturday daytime, but below occasional spikes in noise level. Similarly, this predicted activity noise level is within the typical range of results during school hours (e.g. Monday c.11:00-17:00), and these are also expected to be similar in character. 
4.4.8 The maximum (short-term) noise levels from the survey can be seen to be c.10-20 dB higher than proposed activity noise levels. In Scotch Partners’ experience with crowd/ activity noise, maximum noise levels from crowds are also typically c.10-20 dB above average noise levels. The LAFmax noise survey results were observed to be caused by a combination of road traffic and students playing outside the nearby school, and so new activity noise would be expected to be partly similar in character and at a similar level. 
4.4.9 This indicates that proposed activity noise is expected to be consistent with existing noise sources and levels around the site.’
Adult workshops/classes and children’s parties within the building would take place only between 08:00 and 22:00 Monday to Sunday with the maximum number of people inside the building being [30]. 

