1. Introduction
This Landscape Design and Management Statement accompany the proposed Landscape plan for Sweet Pea Childcare.
The purpose of the scheme is to enhance the appearance of the site whilst providing an attractive, stimulating and biodiverse environment for children attending the nursery.
The proposals have been designed to soften the appearance of the existing nursery cabins, improve biodiversity, provide ecological enhancement and create an attractive landscape that integrates sympathetically with the surrounding residential area.
The landscape proposals are intended to complement the existing mature vegetation whilst ensuring the site remains safe, functional and accessible.

2. Design Objectives
The landscape strategy has been developed around six key principles.
Biodiversity
The landscape significantly increases biodiversity through the introduction of:
· native planting
· flowering perennial borders
· wildlife habitats
· pollinator planting
· green roofs
· compost area
· bug hotel
· bird feeding stations
· mixed native hedgerows

Visual Enhancement
The cabins are softened through:
· raised planting beds
· climbing plants
· pergolas
· green roofs
· evergreen screening
· flowering borders
The overall appearance is transformed from a series of timber buildings into a landscaped garden environment.

Outdoor Learning
The landscape has been designed as an extension of the Early Years classroom.
Children will have opportunities to learn about:
· growing vegetables
· composting
· insects
· birds
· pollination
· seasonal planting
· sustainability
· wildlife habitats

Sustainability
The proposals encourage sustainable gardening through:
· rainwater collection
· composting
· drought tolerant planting
· pollinator friendly planting
· extensive green roofs
· reduced irrigation requirements

Sensory Experience
Planting has been selected to stimulate children’s senses through:
colour
movement
texture
fragrance
seasonal interest
wildlife

Integration with Existing Site
The landscape respects the existing layout.
No additional hardstanding is proposed.
The existing circulation routes remain unchanged.
Parking provision remains unaffected.

3. Planting Strategy
Green Roofs
All three nursery cabins incorporate a biodiverse green roofs bed.
The roofs comprise:
· Sedum species
· Creeping Thyme
· Mexican Fleabane
· Campanula
· Native flowering herbs
These roofs will:
· reduce rainwater runoff
· soften visual impact
· provide habitat for insects

Raised Planters
Raised beds provide seasonal colour and sensory interest.
Planting includes:
Lavender ‘Hidcote’
Salvia ‘Caradonna’
Nepeta ‘Walker’s Low’
Gaura lindheimeri
Heuchera
Stipa tenuissima
These species have been selected for their:
· long flowering period
· drought tolerance
· pollinator value
· low maintenance requirements

Climbing Plants
Pergolas will support:
Star Jasmine
Clematis
Native Honeysuckle
These soften the timber structures whilst creating shaded sensory areas.

Screening
Existing Leyland Cypress trees provides evergreen screening to the western boundary.
Native mixed hedging comprising Holly, Hawthorn and other suitable native species strengthens boundary planting whilst increasing biodiversity.

4. Wildlife Enhancements
The proposals include:
·  Bug Hotel
·  Pollinator Hotel
·  Bird Feeders
·  Squirrel Feeding Station
·  Compost Area
·  Wildflower Area
·  Native Hedgerows
·  Green Roof beds
·  Pollinator Friendly Planting
·  Mixed Native Shrubs
·  Rainwater Collection

5. Children’s Outdoor Learning
The landscape has been designed to encourage child-led exploration.
Features include:
· Bug Hotel
· Vegetable Garden
· Compost Bin
· Wild Garden
· Mud Kitchen
· Sand Pit
· Bird Feeding Area
· Sensory Planting
· Wildlife Observation
These areas support learning linked to the EYFS curriculum including:
· Understanding the World
· Physical Development
· Communication & Language
· Personal, Social & Emotional Development

6. Maintenance
The landscape has been designed to require relatively low maintenance.
Maintenance will include:
Annual pruning
Seasonal deadheading
Weeding
Green roof bed inspection
Pergola maintenance
Mulching
Compost turning
Watering during establishment
Replacement planting where required

7. Biodiversity Net Gain
Although the application is not subject to mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain requirements, the proposed landscape delivers measurable ecological improvements through:
· increased pollinator habitat
· increased flowering species
· additional nesting opportunities
· increased vegetation cover
· habitat diversity
· green roof beds
· native planting
Overall, the scheme represents a significant ecological enhancement over the existing garden.

8. Conclusion
The proposed landscape creates a high-quality outdoor environment which enhances the appearance of the site whilst delivering substantial ecological, educational and visual benefits.
The design transforms the nursery into a biodiverse learning environment where children can engage with nature through play, exploration and seasonal change.
The proposals retain the existing residential character of the site, soften the appearance of the nursery buildings and provide long-term environmental enhancements that are appropriate for both the nursery and the surrounding neighbourhood.

