Heritage Statement – Historic England

Location 
Statutory Address: SOUTHCOTE LODGE AND GARDEN WALLS TO EAST AND WEST, BURGHFIELD ROAD

The building or site itself may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.
District: Reading (Unitary Authority)
National Grid Reference: SU 68368 71652


Site Details 
BURGHFIELD ROAD 1. 5128 Southcote Lodge and garden walls to east and west SU 67 SE 16/251 II 2. Mid C18, incorporating parts of earlier building. Rectangular main block, 3 1/2 storeys to south, 2 1/2 storeys with flanking 2 storey wings to north. Entrance (north) front: main block silver grey brick with red window dressings. Modern, central dormer. Glazing bar sash windows, 3 on 1st floor and C19 glazed porch across ground floor between wings. Red brick wings projecting 2 windows (blind) in depth and with 1 hipped dormer each and 1 window at north end. Old tile roof. Flanking curved garden walls forming one side of small oval court. South side: originally 5 window front. Now has 5 window mid C19 full height bay to left. Half glazed late C18 door to garden with bracketed hood, stone steps. Interior: a number of good contemporary features (fireplaces and plasterwork, and staircase) retained. A good house and the house of John Blagrave (mathematician). To west is an 8 foot brick wall with chamfered capping about 50 yds long and returned to south along road. Partly C18, see one brick with grafitto "E B 1720".

Listing NGR: SU6836871652

Proposed Works

The proposal is in order to upgrade BT Openreach's existing copper infrastructure to full fibre in view of their withdrawal of copper services. Existing ducting will be used to reach the scheme (so no civils). Once inside, discrete cabling (effectively an iPhone cable in likeness) will run in the wall/ceiling crease and a point of entry box will be fitted above each flat door. Some flats here will be serviced externally; as such the cabling will need to run on the exterior walls to reach these flats. Openreach have tried to minimise visibility as much as possible, by utilising the eaves to hide the cabling and running along drainpipes or following existing cabling runs etc
