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4.3  Urban Form & Building Layout

4.3.4 Residential Block Depth & Indicative Layouts

Residential buildings footprints within the Illustrative Scheme 
have been designed to work with optimal residential layouts 
that would meet and/or exceed the Technical Housing 
Standards (Nationally Described Space Standards) which 
are a national obligatory planning requirement that must be 
met.

Standard layouts were considered and established at an 
optimal apartment depth of approximately 22m that allows 
for a double loaded corridor configuration and flexibility for 
future co-ordination of services and structure.

Indicative layouts have been provided opposite and overleaf 
to demonstrate how a range of apartment types (including 
1B2P, 2B3P, 2B4P, 3B4P, 3B5P and 3B6P units) would work 
within this block depth. 
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3B4P Layout 3B5P Layout 3B6P Layout

Indicative Illustrative Scheme apartment layouts

1B2P Layout 2B/4P Layout2B3P Layout
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4.4  Links, Connections and Public Space

4.4.1 Links and Connections within the Masterplan

In order to start to break up the character areas into building plots/ footprints, a hierarchy of 
pedestrian routes through the site has been established. The hierarchy will help inform the 
shapes of buildings and set out distances between buildings.  The strategy for movement 
within the KMV OPA has been considered in terms of the various different types of movement 
that are envisaged to be provided for - pedestrian, bicycle and vehicle. Routes have been 
designed to avoid conflict and to prioritise pedestrian movement and minimise vehicular 
movement.

In order to start to break up the character areas into building plots/ footprints, a hierarchy of 
pedestrian routes through the site has been established. The hierarchy will help inform the 
shapes of buildings and set out distances between buildings.

Hierarchy of route types Pedestrian routes within the masterplan

Primary Routes
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Key Context Connections

Exisiting Pedestrian Crossings

Proposed Pedestrian Crossings

Context Connections

Proposed Pedestrian Routes Diagram

0

Do not scale from this drawing. All dimensions to be 
checked on site. All omissions and discrepancies to be 
reported to the Architect immediately

This work is copyright and shall not be reproduced or used 
for any other purpose without the written permission of 
Squire and Partners.

Title

Project

Squire and Partners LLP
The Department Store
248 Ferndale Road, London SW9 8FR
T: 020 7278 5555

Drawing Number

Description

Scale @ ISO A1 Job Number

Revision

info@squireandpartners.com
www.squireandpartners.com

Date Chk Rev

Drawn

1 2 3 4 5 m

Status

Date

Kings Meadow View

Site
Existing Axo

18111-SQP-A-DI00064

Author

Existing Site 3D



91 | KINGS MEADOW VIEW | DESIGN & ACCESS STATEMENT

It is proposed that cycle routes will stitch into the existing wider network of cycle accessible 
routes.

Vehicular routes will utilize and link into the existing vehicle access points including from the 
Forbury Road and Kenavon Drive. A primary servicing spine route is proposed to run along the 
back of the site with access provided from the east. 

Cycling routes within the masterplan Vehicle routes within the masterplan

Future Cycle Routes
Vehicle Access

Servicing Access

Proposed Cycle Routes Diagram Proposed Vehicular Routes Diagram
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4.5  Height & Massing

4.5.1 Rational for Height and Massing

In designing the proposed residential development, careful 
consideration was given to the site’s strong east-to-west 
orientation and the main thoroughfare of Forbury Road to 
the south. 

To minimise impacts on adjacent properties and maximize 
daylight penetration into the key open spaces, the height of 
the masterplan was focused to the centre and north portions 
of the site and gradually reduced towards the periphery to 
the far east and west. 

Additionally, step backs have been incorporated into the top 
floors of buildings along the south of the site to minimize 
the viewing impact when the scheme is observed along 
Forbury Road and Kenavon Drive. 

By following these design criteria, the proposed development 
not only blends seamlessly into the existing urban fabric 
but also creates a harmonious relationship between the 
development and its surrounding context.
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4.5  Materiality

4.5.1 Grouping by Material

Reading has a long-standing tradition of masonry 
construction, which has played a significant role in shaping 
the town’s architectural heritage. For centuries, skilled 
masons have used locally sourced materials such as flint, 
brick, and limestone to create buildings that are not only 
functional but also aesthetically pleasing. From the ornate 
facades of the town hall to the humble cottages in the 
surrounding villages, the craftsmanship and durability of 
Reading’s masonry buildings are a testament to the skills 
and expertise of the town’s builders. This heritage continues 
to be celebrated today, with many of these historic buildings 
still standing strong and serving as a reminder of Reading’s 
proud masonry legacy.

The proposed scheme takes inspiration from Reading’s rich 
history of masonry construction by utilizing a variety of 
material groupings within the design. The use of different 
materials such as brick, stone, and concrete reflect the 
diverse range of architectural styles that exist within the 
town. The careful selection and combination of these 
materials not only provide visual interest and texture but 
also create a sense of connection with the local context. 
By incorporating these materials in a contemporary and 
innovative manner, the design aims to create a scheme that 
is both unique and respectful of its surroundings.

Illustrative Elevational Principles - Mixture of Materiality across the Site
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