
Planning

Memo

To:
Gary Miles, Planning
From:
Sarah Hanson, Natural Environment Officer, Planning 

CC:
 

Date:
20 May 2026
Re:
Consultation on an Application
Planning Application Ref: PL/26/0407

Application Type: Householder planning permission

Address: 12B NORTHCOURT AVENUE, READING, RG2 7HA

Proposal: Proposed 2 storey Side extensions
With reference to revised Arboricultural Report ref MW.2604.NAR.AIA Rev A issued 28 April 2026 and Location & Block Plan P1679-01:
Block plan against aerial:
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The western parking area appears to tie in with existing, however the parking east of the house is unclear.  It is not shown as existing (no extent of hard surfacing shown).  If this is existing and to be retained as it is (no expansion) then this should be shown clearly to demonstrate no loss of garden.  I note the revised Arb report, specifically the TPP, indicates only one parkng space, but again with no extent of hard surfacing shown.

I note comparing the TPP with the aerial photos that some tree removals have taken place prior to the survey/submission – this is confirmed from your site visit photos.
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In addition to those, 3 further trees are indicated for removal on arboricultural grounds (poor condition), which from your photos, I’ve no reason to dispute.

On the assumption that existing hard surfacing in the rear garden is not to be extended, which I understand is the case, then there would be no objections on tree grounds to the application, subject to Condition L7A to secure development in accordance with Arboricultural Report ref MW.2604.NAR.AIA Rev A issued 28 April 2026.

However, with the pre-submission and further planned tree loss, mitigation planting would be expected in order to reinforce the reduced tree buffer on the Northcourt Avenue boundary to help screen the significant increase in building elevation.  No landscaping is indicated on plans.  It would be reasonable to seek a plan indicating tree planting so that the principles were established, however, Condition L1 could be used to secure the details, or L2 if you felt L1 was insufficient.
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