
Planning

Memo

To:
Catrin Davies, Planning
From:
Sarah Hanson, Natural Environment Officer, Planning 

CC:
 

Date:
12 May 2026
Re:
Consultation on an Application
Planning Application Ref: PL/26/0408/FUL (& PL/26/0416/LBC)
Application Type: Full planning permission

Address: Acacia Road, Reading

Proposal: Full planning application and Listed Building Consent for proposed public realm and highway improvements to Acacia Road and its junction with Redlands Road, to include the partial demolition of one section of existing wall to enable wider access to MERL, the reconfiguration of parking areas, enhancement of pedestrian routes and associated landscaping.
The site (within the red line) is entirely within a Conservation Area and consists of Acacia Road, part of the Redlands Road frontage of the University’s London Road campus and the frontage/car park of the Museum of English Rural Life (a listed building).
My main concern would be the impact on any changes to the landscaped bank at the front and rear of the museum, hence any impact on the trees here.  A comparison of the existing (first) and proposed of the rear, then frontage, as shown on General Arrangement plan 30013 NPA XX XX DR L 3001 Rev P07 can be seen below:
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 Front
This demonstrates a very minor change to the bank at the rear, no change to the bank at the front and that minor changes to the hard surfacing (aside for new marking) are outside expected RPAs.

With reference to Tree Survey, Arboricultural Impact Assessment & Arboricultural Method Statement ref AR5943 8th April 2026, Tree Contraints Plan TCP-AR5943 and Tree Protection Plan TPP-AR5943:

The document confirms that no tree removals or pruning is required.  I assume therefore that the trees on the frontage and over the access at the rear have sufficient clearance above ground level for all likely vehicles coming to site.  From the tree survey table in the AMS the Yew on the frontage only has a crown clearance of 2m above GL and the two Maples trees on the frontage and G8 at the rear, only 3m above ground level.  Due to the Conservation Area status, a S.211 Notice will be required for tree works, hence it’s best to include them in the AMS if required.
12.1 includes the following:

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



I note G8 is not inlcuded on the TCP or within the original tree survey schedule, however is included in the AMS tree schedule and on the TPP.  Incursion is minimal and dealt with within the AMS.

27.4 details site supervision, however this needs to be amended.  Currently, it does not include supervision by the AC for works to the bank at the rear, which is within RPAs.
Appendix 4 (installation of services) makes reference to ‘National Joint Utilities Group Volume 4 2007: Guidelines For The Planning, Installation And Maintenance Of Utility Apparatus In Proximity To Trees (Issue 2) – Operatives Handbook’.  However, this is an outdated reference and should be replaced by ‘Street Works UK: Publications Volume 4 – Guidelines for the planning, installation, and maintenance of Utility apparatus in proximity to Trees Issue 3: 2026’.
Given the nature of the proposals, it feels like the report is a bit too general, including non-relevant specifications so it’s confusing.  It would be helpful for the report to be reviewed to be clearly site specific.
With reference to MERL Entrance Planting Plan 30013 NPA XX XX DR L 5001 Rev P01, I have no objections to the proposals which should be secured via Condition L4A (implementation of hard & soft landscaping).
In conclusion, the application is supported subject to condition L4A (implementation of landscaping) and L7 (submission of AMS), unless the AMS is satisfactorily amended then L7A could be applied.
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