Heritage Statement — 7 Christchurch Road
Grade II Listed Building – National Heritage List for England Entry No. 1154854

This Heritage Statement has been prepared in support of proposed like-for-like roof repair works to 7 Christchurch Road, which forms part of the Grade II listed terrace identified on the National Heritage List for England as “3–9 Christchurch Road”.

History, character and significance of the heritage asset

7 Christchurch Road forms part of a mid-19th century stuccoed terrace on the north side of Christchurch Road in Reading. The terrace comprises Nos. 3–9 Christchurch Road and was listed Grade II on 14 December 1978 for its special architectural and historic interest. The terrace was originally constructed before 1840 as part of “Whitley Crescent.” The slate roofscape and brick chimney stacks are integral elements of the building’s historic character and contribute positively to the appearance and significance of the terrace as a coherent row of houses. 

The retention and maintenance of the roof’s features is therefore important to preserving the building’s heritage significance. Historic England guidance recognises that routine maintenance and repair are fundamental to the conservation of listed buildings.

Impact of the development on the heritage asset and justification for the works

The proposed development consists of like-for-like roof repairs to the existing roof covering of 7 Christchurch Road. The works are intended to address deterioration and weathering to the existing roof fabric and will include:
· Replacement of slipped, broken, and missing slates
· Correction of batten gauge to align with adjoining roof
· Re-bedding or replacement of ridge system 
· Chimney repointing
· Brickwork repairs
· Replacement of lead flashings 
· General upgrade of all leadwork to compliant standards

The works are therefore considered to constitute repair and maintenance rather than alteration. The repairs are limited in scope and are entirely like-for-like in nature. Matching traditional materials will be used throughout (see below), ensuring that the visual appearance and historic character of the roof remains unchanged.

The significance of the heritage asset derives in part from the survival of its traditional slate roof. The proposed repairs will support the continued conservation of these important features by preventing water from entering the property and associated damage.

The proposal accords with the objective of conserving designated heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their significance as required by the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and national planning policy guidance. 

The repair works are justified, in that they are necessary to maintain the building in a sound and weatherproof condition and to prevent further deterioration. Failure to undertake these repairs could result in severe damp and damage/rotting to internal structures. The proposals therefore constitute responsible stewardship of the listed building and will help secure its continued preservation.

Schedule of Proposed Materials
The proposed roof repair works will be undertaken on a like-for-like basis using traditional materials to match the existing in appearance, profile, and finish.

· All cement work will be carried out using a lime mortar mix to meet current listed building requirements.
· Natural slate will be sourced from a reclaim yard to ensure it matches the existing roof as closely as possible.
· All lead work will be installed in line with correct installation methods, fully compliant with current building regulations and listed building standards. The lead will be pointed using a lime mortar mix to ensure full compliance with regulations.

