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West Hub Fire Safety Office, Headquarters, Newsham Court, 
Pincents Kiln, Calcot, Reading, RG31 7SD                                      
Email: westhubfiresafety@rbfrs.co.uk  
Switchboard 0118 945 2888 
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Reading Borough Council 
Bridge Street 
Reading  
RG1 2LU 
 
 
Sent via email to 
planningpolicy@reading.gov.uk 
 

Your ref PL/26/0603 
Our ref 427387 
Ask for Mark Dunford 
Date 14 May 2026 

 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
 
Re: : St Marys House, 66-68 St Marys Butts and 75-77 Broad Street, Reading, RG1 2LG 
 
 
Further to your letter dated 8th May 2026 and enclosed plan/s which you have forwarded, it 
is noted that your application for Change of use of first to third floors from office (Class E) to 
provide serviced apartments (Class C1). Addition of fourth floor to provide serviced 
apartments (Class C1) and various associated alterations. 
has been made under the Town and Country Planning Acts. 
 
At this stage there is no duty placed upon the Fire Authority to make any comment relative to 
your application but please be aware of the Berkshire Act 1986.  
 
Section 32 of the Berkshire Act 1986 applies regarding means of access for the fire service.  

• The minimum width requirement for fire service access is 3.7m.  

• The minimum height requirement is 3.7M. All roadways must be capable of taking a 
minimum of 16 tons without deformation of the roadway for standard pumping 
appliances.  

• High reach platforms in use by RBFRS require a roadway capable of carrying 26 tons 
without deformation of the roadway. 

 
Please be advised that any comments made by the Fire Authority in this letter must not be 
taken as formal approval. 
A copy of this letter has been forwarded to the Planning Policy team at Reading Borough 
Council 
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Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mark Dunford (AIFireE) 
Authorised Fire Safety Inspector 
And on behalf of the Royal Berkshire Fire Authority 


