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Design & Access Statement 
Statements to Accompany Applications for Listed Building Consent 

Project Details

· Site Address: Reading Station, Station Approach, Reading, RG1 1LY
· Applicant: Mr Peter Griffin
· Date: 29 April 2026
· Proposal: Installation of a telecommunications cable within a Grade II listed building to provide fibre connectivity



Brief Description of Development  
 
This Design and Access Statement accompanies an application for Listed Building Consent for the installation of a fibre telecommunications connection within the Main Building of Reading General Station, a Grade II listed building.
The proposed works are required to upgrade and maintain modern telecommunications services necessary for the continued commercial and operational use of the building. The works have been designed to minimise physical intervention, preserve historic fabric, and avoid adverse effects on the special architectural and historic interest of the listed building.
 
Explain the design principles and concepts that have been applied to the works: 
 
The design approach has been guided by the following principles:

Minimal intervention – limiting new works to what is strictly necessary to provide the service.

Use of existing infrastructure – routing cabling along established cable trays and service runs to avoid new penetrations or disturbance.

Discreet placement – locating equipment at high level or within back‑of‑house areas, away from principal historic spaces.

Reversibility – ensuring that all new installations can be removed in the future without lasting harm to historic fabric.

The replacement fibre box will be smaller than the existing unit and will be fixed using existing mounting points where possible.


Explain how the design principles and concepts that have been applied to the works take account of the special architectural or historic importance of the building; 
 
Reading General Station was constructed between 1865 and 1867 to designs by Mr Lane, Chief Engineer of the Great Western Railway Company, and represents an enlargement and remodelling of I. K. Brunel’s earlier station of circa 1840. The building is listed at Grade II for its architectural and historic interest, including its Italianate detailing, symmetrical buff brick elevations with Bath stone dressings, decorative cornices, and central cupola.

The proposed works comprise the following:

Replacement of an existing internal fibre box (BFGSU) located on a wall close to the station entrance with a new, smaller fibre box in the same location.

Installation of approximately 50 metres of internal fibre cabling, routed from the replacement fibre box to a new Fibre Distribution Point (FDP) located within the rear office of Costa Coffee.

The cable run will follow existing cable trays and service routes, suspended at high level close to the roof structure, passing through non-public and service areas.

Final termination at a small internal FDP and Network Termination Equipment (NTE) within the tenant’s rear-of-house space.

No new external connections are proposed, and no changes are required to the external appearance of the building.
Photographs of the proposed route have been provided as supporting information to be reviewed as part of this application. 




Explain how the design principles and concepts that have been applied to the works take account of the building’s setting  

 
 The proposed works are minor when taking in to account the scale and proportionate to the building’s size and architectural character. This prevents the introduction of elements that would dominate or detract from the historic setting. 
 

List of further information submitted as part of this Statement:  
 
 
Images of proposed works
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