Regarding the outstanding bat survey information,  we could condition a pre commencement check on the tree that does have low bat roosting potential.  

However, our objection to the development still stands.  While it may not be possible to accurately assess the net gain/loss at this stage as no finalised layout plans have been submitted, it is very clear that there will be a significant net loss.  The applicant’s  ‘rough’ calculation suggests a loss of over 4 units which is significant, particularly for a site of this size.  Our previous comments still stand – that is - while the development on the eastern side of the site is likely  to be acceptable, this is not the case for the western extent of the site where a significant number of trees (which may constitute woodland)  will be removed to accommodate the new houses.     This loss does not comply with the mitigation hierarchy which priorities the retention of existing habitats, followed by mitigation where retention is not possible, and finally compensation as a last resort.   

No evidence has been provided to show how the proposals comply with the mitigation hierarchy or local biodiversity policy (EN12) . For example, it may be possible to reduce the number of houses, design smaller dwellings, or minimise the extent of hardstanding (for example: areas reserved for access, parking and patios) – all of which could reduce the large estimated biodiversity loss.  

