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Figure 1-1.	 Aerial Site Location Plan (Indicative boundary)

1.1	 Purpose of this Document
This Design and Access Statement (DAS) accompanies an application for full planning permission to form 
a 3 bedroom Residential Unit to the rear of 192 Henley Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 5LN.  This DAS is 
intended to achieve the following:

	− As a design tool, they help to ensure that development proposals are based upon a thoughtful and rigorous 
design process. It is intended that statements should evolve throughout the design process and that this 
will improve the quality of the proposals.

	− As a communication tool, statements allow the applicant to explain the design process and justify their 
proposals. In turn, statements help those assessing the application to understand the design rationale 
that underpins them.

This DAS has been written to meet the requirements of Article 4C of the Town and Country Planning 
(General Development Management Procedure Order 2015) (Amendment) (England) Order 2006 and The 
Planning (Applications for Planning Permission, Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) 
(England) Regulations 2006 where applicable.  
 
The DAS is produced in accordance with the guidance published by the Design Council, further information 
can be found on this link https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/resources/guide/design-and-access-statements-
how-write-read-and-use-them and includes an analysis of the existing site and context, relevant planning 
background and policies and a description of the design rationale and assessment of the site’s accessibility 
and transport. It should be read in conjunction with all other documentation included in the application 
submission.
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1.2	 Site Location, Overview and Description
The site is located in Caversham, on Henley Road (A4155) and sits in an area outlined in the Reading local 
plan, specifically section 8 (Caversham and Emmer Green).

The site is located on the corner of All Hallows Road and the A4155 Henley Road . The site is generally 
level and is accessed via a dropped kerb from Henley Road. It contains a semi-detatched unit, linked to 
190 Henley Road, with close board fencing on the northern and eastern boundaries. The eastern boundary 
contains a brick wall boundary which seperates the site from All Hallows Road. The large rear garden to 
192 Henley Road contains a garage unit which is currently used for storage and accessed from the dropped 
curb off All Hallows Road. 190 Henley Road has recently had planning permission approved to demolish 
the garage shown by the blue outline on the site plan below, and erect a detached dwelling under planning 
reference number PL/21/2082.

The site is within Zone 3 of the Councils Revised Parking Standards and Design SPG 2011, which states the 
land in the area is covered by a large variety of land uses. The surroundings to the site are generally covered 
by residential units, though there is a BP garage with EV charging to the west along Henley Road, as well as 
‘The Traveller’s Rest’ pub. Any development within the area is usually of a two-storey scale and looks to be 
constructed in the later half of the 20th century. There is a new nursing home development to the south-east 
of the site owned by ‘Signature’ which opened in 2023 and a new residential development to the north of 
the site known as Marlow Court.

Site Location Plan
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1.3	 Site Photographs - Local Area

View N - View of the eastern boundary and the access
	 to the garages at the rear of 192 Henley Road

View L - View of the eastern boundary and the 
	 parking at the front of 192 Henley Road

View H - View of the road outside 192 Henley Road View I - View of the BP garage off of Henley Road

View J - View of the properties to the north of the site 	
	 situated on Marlow Court

View K - View of All Hallows Road

View M - View of residential properties on 
	 16-20 All Hallows Road

H.

K.

I.

J.

L/N.

M.

Key Plan for Surrounding Area
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1.4	 Planning Applications
The property has had planning permission requests issued in the last 25 years and all were approved. some 
of these include:

PL99/2026	 Provision of 1 x Single Sided Free Standing Advertisement Display Unit. Refused 			
		  (04/02/2000)

PL/02/0659	 Full planning permission for change of use from shop (A1) to dwelling (C3) residential
		  Approved (28/05/2002)

PL/21/1557	 Prior approval Part 3 Class MA: Commercial, business and service uses to dwellinghouses. 	
		  Change of use of Ground Floor from Class E (offices) to C3 (dwelling houses) to comprise 	
		  1 new dwelling. Prior Notification under Class MA, Part 3 of Schedule 2 of the Town and 		
		  Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015.
		  Approved (17/11/2021)

PL/21/1974	 Householder planning permission for a new pitched and flat roof over existing extension, 		
		  new windows and doors and landscaping works.
		  Approved (08/06/2022)

PL/24/1527	 Front elevation fascia sign with illuminated letters. Approved with conditions (13/1/2025)

PL/25/0409	 Retrospective application for the installation of replacement shop-front, including relocation 	
		  of front door and shop windows. Approved with conditions (14/5/2025).

Neighbouring No. 190 Henley Road which is located next door has had the below relevant application:

PL/18/1305	 Demolition of existing garage and replacement with detached dwelling Permitted 		
		  (11/09/2019)

PL/21/2082	 Demolition of garage and erection of a detached dwelling PERMITTED (24/10/2023)
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2.	 PROPOSAL
2.1	 New Dwelling Design
The proposal seeks to demolish the current garage to the north of 192 Henley Road as indicated in dotted 
red below,and construct a two-storey, 3-bedroom residential unit together with off-street parking and 
landscaping works. Pedestrian and vehicle access will be gained from the existing dropped kerb off of 
All Hallows Road. The proposed family home accommodation will be set out to conform to low carbon 
principles. The proportions of the site are relative to the surrounding residential dwellings. The building’s 
orientation has been planned to harmonise with the surrounding structures. The layout of the new hosue 
seeks to optimise the existing access into the rear of the site and has been designed to avoid overlooking 
into the rear of the current 192 Henley Road propoerty and rear garden to 190 Henley Road. The site is 
located within a built-up residential part of Caversham with very good transport links and access to local 
amenities.

The site plan below is not to scale but seeks to demonstrate the proposed development’s style and layout. 
Please see submitted drawings to scale.
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2.2	 Design, Form and Scale
The house has been designed to benefit from open-plan living. The building form is made up of two storeys; 
with a range of window sizes being used to add a contemporary style to a traditional design. The ridge lines 
of adjacent houses have been evaluated and the scale of this development has been restricted to 2 instead 
of 3 storeys in order to be in proportion to the existing 192 property.

The typologies and form vary from street to street. This can be seen in the houses around the site on Henley 
Road, All Hallows Road and Marlow Court. The typical built form of houses in the area are mainly detatched/
semi-detatched with pitched roofs and brick/pebbledash frontages. 
 
The building is set back from the street, with trees to the north and south of the development being 
unaltered as part of this application, ensuring the residents aren’t overlooked. To ensure further privacy, we 
have avoided placing windows on the rear and RHS elevations.
 
The scale of the building form is similar to the surrounding buildings and that of the existing planning 
application for 190 Henley Road. The proposed design does not compete and is not imposing onto any of 
the neighbour properties. The design has been informed by the surrounding context and similar building 
elements to create visual interest and rhythm. 

2.3	 Access
The proposed dwelling addition will use the existing access off All Hallows Road. All Hallows Road is a quiet 
cul-de-sac where there will be limited vehicular traffic. The location of the existing access is safe and suitable 
in the context of the NPPF and has clear visibility of any oncoming traffic on All Hallows Road. The proposed 
widening of the existing access is detailed in the submitted plans/drawings.

Henley Road is accessed directly from All Hallows Road and provides a direct route into Reading and Henley-
on-Thames. A cycle path, petrol station and supermarket are also available on Henley Road.

The site will have 2 on-plot parking spaces. It is within Caversham, Reading and has access to local bus routes 
which include:

Every 30 mins:
	− 23 Berry - Central Reading - Caversham Park via Reading Bridge, Henley Road
	− 28 Aqua - Central Reading - Henley-On-Thames via Caversham and Shiplake
	−

Other:
	− 83 - Caversham Road - Maiden Erlegh Chiltern Edge School via Caversham Park Village
	− 84 - Central Reading - Maiden Erlegh Chiltern Edge School via Reading Bridge, Prospect Street, Emmer 

Green, Sonning Common
	− 145C - Caversham Heights - Henley on Thames
	− F14 - Football Stadium - Henley-on-Thames

2.4	 Parking
2 no. parking spaces are provided and located adjacent to the front door. They are accessed off the existing 
dropped kerb on All Hallows Road and follow all the design code and parking standards for West Berkshire 
which state that an average of 1.5 spaces per dwelling is required. 
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2.5	 Landscaping and Trees
The below plan gives further details on the existing trees around the proposed site. The submitted tree 
report provides explanation on the steps we can take to avoid building over root protection areas. Where this 
isnt possble, all precautions will be taken to prevent any compaction of the soil and damage to the tree root 
system. Low level border planting will be provided to the front parking area to soften its appearance and 
provide an inviting frontage to this new home.

Further information on the trees on-site can be found on the tree constraints plan provided by GHA Trees.

2.6	 Material Choices
The material choices for this proposal were selected to complement one another and have been directly 
influenced by the houses in the local area. Brick and render are the main materials used on All Hallows Road 
and Henley Road,  alongside tiled roofing systems.  The proposal incorporates a modern style by using a 
good selection of materials such as the plain red clay tiles, brickwork and timber effect boarding.  Aluminium 
or UPVC windows; and rainwater goods are also included in our plans and shown on the plans/elevations.

		     	                    Existing Brick on 192       Roof System on Marlow Court   Roof Tiles on Overton Drive	

		     			      Local Material Palette

		       Interlocking Clay Roof Tiles                Timber Cladding                  Zinc/Aluminium Cladding            Running Bond Brickwork

					     Proposed Material Palette
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2.7	 Energy Efficiency 
The scheme offers an opportunity to provide sustainable development through high standards of thermal 
efficiency, fabric-first approach, and lowcarbon design principles. The scheme also makes use of air source 
heat pumps and PV panelling. The orientation of the building has been carefully considered to maximise solar 
gains with an opportunity to provide PV on the LHS roof elevation of the home.  The PV panelling will be 
installed to the full extent of the SAP calculations and further information on energy efficiency can be found in 
Approved Document L.

2.8	 Ecology
A GCN District Lisence is included within the Appendix of this document from NatureSpace. This has been 
applied for by Ecologists Ecology By Design, who have formed part of the design team for this application and 
have provided a summary of the site’s ecological context in the statement below.

The site is located approximately 500m north-west of a network of ponds and lakes and comprises a house 
and garden. Due to the ponds within the vicinity there is the potential for great crested newts (GCN) to 
traverse the site (although limited due to distance from the ponds and surrounding development) therefore the 
site is being registered under NatureSpace’s District Licensing Scheme for GCN. The site is in a Green Impact 
Risk Zone for GCN and is classed as ‘Low impact residential minor - no pond impact’. No mitigation is required 
under the licence however, in line with NatureSpace’s best practice principles any potential refugia (wooden 
pallets, brick piles, rubble, log piles, etc) will be removed by hand during the active season for newts (generally 
February to October and above 5°C ) to avoid harm to GCN. A draft certificate has been issued by NatureSpace 
and following validation of the planning application the final certificate can be issued.

2.9	 Biodiversity Net Gain
The proposed development constitutes a self-build of a single dwelling on a site measuring less than 0.5 
hectares. In accordance with current regulations, it is exempt from Biodiversity Net Gain requirements.

2.10	 Proposed Street Elevation
To help visualize how the proposal will enhance the streetscape, we have prepared the elevation shown below. 
As you can see, thoughtful attention has been given to selecting a harmonious material palette and shaping 
a building footprint that respects its surroundings. The design not only complements the character of the 
site but also contributes positively to the wider street environment, creating a development that feels both 
welcoming and enduring.

	      Proposed Development	      	  Planning Ref:            1 Marlow Court  	      	                   12 Marlow Court
	      PL/21/2082
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2.11	 Proposed Drawings 
The planned development is shown below. Please see drawing no. 5024825-RDG-XX-ST-PL-A-1000-A for a 
scaled version of the proposed elevations and floorplans.
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3.	 CONCLUSION

3.1	 Summary

This proposal seeks to  provide a modern family home that meets both accommodation and energy 
efficiency standards. The scheme has been carefully designed to be compatible with the primary residential 
character and appearance of the area. Materials have been carefully selected to blend the proposal into the 
surroundings whilst adding interest to the area. 

The quality and mix of the proposed accommodation would meet the relevant development plan standards. 
With adequate separation distances from nearby dwellings, existing privacy and amenity will be maintained, 
and the positioning of the windows shows we have considered overlooking.

The whole appearance of the site will be aesthetically pleasing with thoughtful planting and will provide an 
unobtrusive yet highly attractive development. 

3.2	 Associated Drawings and Documents 

The below drawings are to be read in conjunction with this DAS and the wider planning application.  
 

	− 5024825-RDG-XX-ST-PL-A-1000-A Proposed Plans and Elevations
	− 5024825-RDG-XX-ST-PL-A-1001-A Proposed Site Plan
	− 5024825-RDG-XX-ST-PL-A-1002-A Existing and Proposed Site Block Plan
	− 5024825-RDG-XX-ST-PL-A-1003-A Site Location Plan
	− 5024825-RDG-XX-ST-EL-A-1004 Existing Garage Elevations

4.	 APPENDIX
	− APPENDIX A  - Nautrespace Certificate, Best Practice Principles and Impact Plan (Page 12)



12 5024825 | Residential Development, 192 Henley Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 5LN

 
 

 202505020  

                                                                                                                                                 
 

        

                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                               
 

CERTIFICATE NUMBER 
NSP1143READ 

 © NatureSpace Partnership Limited 2025.  This work is the copyright of 
NatureSpace Partnership Limited and is not to be reproduced, edited, modified 

or used for any purposes other than the purposes of this application.  

 

NatureSpace Great Crested Newt 
 District Licensing Scheme 

 Certificate  
A CERTIFICATE DOES NOT PERMIT LICENSABLE WORKS TO COMMENCE. A FORMAL AUTHORISATION FROM READING 

BOROUGH COUNCIL TO WORK UNDER THEIR DISTRICT LICENCE MUST BE OBTAINED PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT. 

Date of certificate issue: 10th December 2025 

Development title: 192 Henley Road 

Developer name: Arlind Avdiu 

Development location (8 figure grid reference): SU 7284 7523 

Development address: 192 Henley Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 5LN 

Planning application reference: Not yet provided 

Development plan reference: "192 Henley Road: Impact plan for great crested newt District Licensing 

(Version 1)" dated 8th December 2025  

This certificate confirms that the above development (as proposed in the assessed development 
proposals on plan "192 Henley Road: Impact plan for great crested newt District Licensing (Version 1)" 
dated 8th December 2025) has been evaluated by NatureSpace Partnership and (if/when planning 
approval has been granted) can be covered under the District Licence (WML-OR137, or a ‘Further 
Licence’).   
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CERTIFICATE NUMBER 
NSP1143READ 

2 
T:  01865 688307 

E:  info@naturespaceuk.com 
© NatureSpace Partnership Limited 2025  

 
This proposed development has been evaluated in relation to the terms and conditions of the District 
Licence and to the NatureSpace great crested newt strategy and no further compensation actions are 
required by the developer.           
Once the planning authority has granted the developer an authorisation to cover works under their 
District Licence for great crested newts, licensable works may proceed at the site. The authorisation 
is a written letter, signed by the planning authority’s signatory, and it forms a separate document to 
the planning permission Decision Notice.  

Under the requirements of the District Licence, the planning permission must include the following 
planning conditions and informatives:  

Planning condition: No development hereby permitted shall take place except in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of the Council’s Organisational Licence (WML-OR137, or a ‘Further Licence’) and 
with the proposals detailed on plan "192 Henley Road: Impact plan for great crested newt District 
Licensing (Version 1)" dated 8th December 2025. 

Reason: In order to ensure that adverse impacts on great crested newts are adequately mitigated and 
to ensure that site works are delivered in full compliance with the organisational licence (WML-OR137, 
or a ‘Further Licence’), section 15 of the National Planning Policy Framework, Circular 06/2005 and 
the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. 

Informative: It is recommended that the NatureSpace Best Practice Principles are taken into account 
and implemented where possible and appropriate.  
Informative: It is essential to note that any works or activities whatsoever undertaken on site 
(including ground investigations, site preparatory works or ground clearance) prior to receipt of the 
written authorisation from the planning authority which permits the development to proceed under 
the District Licence (WML-OR137, or a ‘Further Licence’) are not licensed under the great crested newt 
District Licence. Any such works or activities have no legal protection under the great crested newt 
District Licence and if offences against great crested newt are thereby committed then criminal 
investigation and prosecution by the police may follow.  
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T:  01865 688307 
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© NatureSpace Partnership Limited 2025  

 

The licence requires authorisations to specify which activities and operations are permitted from the 
list in Annex B of WML-OR137. 

In this case, the licensed activities and operations will be as follows: A5, A6, A7, A8, A11 

The following Protocol conditions will apply: P2, P3, P4, P5, P8, P11 

 
Please see Annex 1 for full details of these activities and operations. 
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Once authorised, developers working under the District Licence also should note: 

- ‘Authorised developers’ authorise (in writing) additional persons (e.g., employees, 
contractors) to act as ‘Accredited Agents’ under the District Licence; 

- Authorised developers must ensure that all persons using the licence (including any 
Accredited Agents) must possess appropriate knowledge, training and experience to 
undertake licensed activities in accordance with the District Licence and accepted best 
practice;   

- Developers must maintain a record of activities carried out under the District Licence and a 
list of any persons you authorise to act as ‘Accredited Agents’ - and provide a record of these 
activities and persons to Reading Borough Council or NatureSpace Partnership in a timely 
manner; 

- It is a condition of any authorisation under the District Licence that reasonable requests for 
permission to access the site will granted to employees and representatives of the Planning 
Authority and or Natural England for monitoring purposes;  

- It is recommended that the attached Best Practice Principles are followed for all works on site. 

 
Licensable acts which will be made lawful when an authorisation for the proposed development is 
issued under the District Licence:  
 
Capture; Possess; Transport; Disturb; Killing & injuring; Damage & destroy resting places. 
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© NatureSpace Partnership Limited 2025  

 
NATURESPACE PARTNERSHIP 

SIGNED (on behalf of Nature Space Partnership) 

by           

 

 

 

 

PROJECT OFFICER                                                          SENIOR OFFICER       

 
Important: 

This certificate is not an authorisation to work under a District Licence. Authorisations are issued 
separately by the Licensee (Reading Borough Council), in writing once the development has been 
granted a valid planning permission.   

District Licence expiry date note: 

The District Licence (WML-OR137) is held by the Planning Authority, which is able to issue 
authorisations to developers with planning approval. All references to WML-OR137 within this 
document refer to the latest version of the licence as issued by Natural England. At the time of writing, 
this is referenced WML-OR137 issued on 22nd October 2023. The current District Licence is set to 
expire on 21st October 2026, at which point it will be renewed. The current 5-year limit on licence 
duration means that authorising documents will need to be amended as and when the licence is 
reissued by Natural England. The licence conditions expressly provide for 'Further Licences', and 
NatureSpace will manage the updating of this certificate and any authorisation documents at the 
appropriate time. 

  

 
SIGNATURES NOT PROVIDED 

ON DRAFT CERTIFICATION 

 
SIGNATURES NOT PROVIDED 

ON DRAFT CERTIFICATION 
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T:  01865 688307 

E:  info@naturespaceuk.com 
© NatureSpace Partnership Limited 2025  

 
Planning Appeals: 

In the event that the proposed development is refused, and a subsequent appeal made to the 
Planning Inspectorate, the District Licence documents will need to be reconfirmed by NatureSpace 
and then submitted to PINs as part of the appeal documentation. The applicant should contact 
NatureSpace in the event of an appeal to expedite this. Failure to do so could mean that the 
development would not be able to receive authorisation under the District Licence if approved at 
appeal. 

Enquiries: 

For any enquiries relating to this report please contact NatureSpace Partnership:  

Email: info@naturespaceuk.com 

Tel: 01865 688307 

Website: https://naturespaceuk.com/  

For any enquiries relating to District Licensing, please contact either NatureSpace Partnership, your 
planning authority or Natural England - gcndll@naturalengland.org.uk 
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Annex 1. Activities, Operations and Protocols under a District Licence 

The District Licence contains a ‘Protocol for activities and operations affecting great crested newts 
within the licensed area’ (see Annex B of the licence) – which contains a list of activities, operations, 
and licensable acts. The full list in the District Licence does not apply in every authorisation under the 
District Licence. This report details the activities, methods and acts which would be permitted for the 
proposed development, based on the impacts as assessed.   

Permitted activities and operations under the District Licence (subject to receiving planning approval 
and written authorisation from the planning authority):  

A5 Capture, exclusion, and relocation of great crested newts from terrestrial habitat (by hand, 
hand searches of suitable features and/or destructive searches, night/torch searching, 
exclusion fencing (including upright and one-way temporary amphibian fencing). NB: This 
includes fence installation and removal.  

 
A6 Relocating great crested newts at imminent risk of harm on Development Land (by hand, hand 

searches and/or destructive searches) 
 
A7 Site clearance - including removal of vegetation, hard- standing, buildings and landscaping 
 
A8 Removal of rubble and log piles and other potential hibernacula 
 
A11 Construction activities 
 

Note that in this case, the activities and operations referenced A5 is not required under the licence, 
but will be included in the authorisation, to legally permit those activities should you have need for 
them (e.g., if you wish to install temporary amphibian fencing at any location to reduce risks to great 
crested newts during works).   
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Protocols 
Annex B of the District Licence is a ‘Protocol for activities and operations affecting great crested newts 
within the licensed area’ and includes a number of additional ‘Protocol conditions’.  The full list does 
not apply in every authorisation under the District Licence.  This report details the ‘Protocol conditions’ 
which would apply to this site, based on the impacts as assessed.   

Protocol conditions (which would apply upon authorisation):  

P2 Certain activities permitted by this licence require ecological expertise. Activities subject to 
this condition can only be carried out by an ecologist with an appropriate Great Crested Newt 
Survey Licence or under the direct supervision of such a person.  

 
P3 Where licence or protocol conditions refer to publications, licence users are expected to refer 

to the most up to date iteration available. Natural England can direct users to the relevant 
iterations.  

 
P4 The biosecurity guidelines in Amphibian Disease Precautions: A guide for UK fieldworkers, 

Advice Note 4 (available from www.arguk.org) must be observed by all licence users.  
 
P5 Great crested newts must not be relocated outside the Licensed Area, over a distance greater 

than 1 kilometre or beyond a significant physical barrier to dispersal without the permission 
of Natural England.  

 
P8 Persons capturing newts under this licence are expected to follow the advice on welfare 

considerations for capture programmes in the ‘Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines’ 
available from Natural England.  

 
P11 Great crested newts are not to be translocated to Compensation Land or other locations 

within the Licensed Area unless the terrestrial and/or aquatic habitats are suitable for great 
crested newts. The suitability of the site is to be confirmed by a suitably qualified person (e.g., 
an ecologist with a great crested newt survey licence).  

 

 

© NatureSpace Partnership Limited 2025.  This work is the copyright of NatureSpace Partnership Limited and is 
not to be reproduced, edited, modified or used for any purposes other than the purposes of this application.  
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Quick, Simple, Certain, Sustainable 
 © NatureSpace Partnership Limited 2025.  This work is the copyright of 

NatureSpace Partnership Limited and is not to be reproduced, edited, modified 
or used for any purposes other than the purposes of this application.  

Best Practice Principles 
 
This advice note sets out best practice principles recommended for use on any development site 
authorised under one of the district licences issued under the NatureSpace District Licensing Scheme 
and are in respect of great crested newts only. There may be other ecological considerations which 
should also be taken into account when planning works. 

All works must be carried out in accordance with ANNEX B of the licence (Protocol for activities and 
operations affecting great crested newts within the Licensed Area).  Individual authorisations will 
specify which sections of the ANNEX B Protocol apply to a specific development site. 

Further guidance can be found in the most up-to-date version of the Great Crested Newt Mitigation 
Guidelines (English Nature, 2001), the great crested newt mitigation licence method statement 
template (Natural England 2017), the Great Crested Newt Conservation Handbook (Langton et al, 
2001) and the Amphibian Habitat Management Handbook (Baker et al, 2011).   

Any captured newts also become protected under the Animal Welfare Act 2006 and the requirements 
under this legislation must also be complied with.  

Any capture/relocation of great crested newts must be carried out by or under supervision of a 
licenced great crested newt ecologist.  

 

BEST PRACTICE MEASURES RECOMMENDED UNDER THE DISTRICT LICENCES 
1. Before any works commence:  

- advice should be sought from a suitably qualified ecologist: 
(i) on the requirements of the licence and any recommendations to apply at the 

development site any of the measures listed at 3. Below; or  
(ii) any other measures (leaving aside those listed at 2. below which should be 

followed at every development site) to reduce the risks of harm to great 
crested newts.   

 
When providing this advice, the qualified ecologist should consider what is reasonable 
and proportionate, taking into account the relevant impact risk zone of the 
development site, the suitability of habitats at the development site, the proximity of 
the development site to ponds and the nature of the development works)1; 

 
1 In NatureSpace’s view, obtaining and following such ecological advice and following the reasonable 
avoidance measures listed in paragraph 2, is likely to assist in avoiding liability for offences which protect GCN 
under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 
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- A site induction tool box talk should be arranged for site personnel, to be provided 
by a suitably experienced newt ecologist to include great crested newt identification 
and what to do if newts are found, the legislative protection and the reasonable 
avoidance measures to be adopted on site.  

 
2. The following reasonable avoidance measures should be employed at every development site 

to reduce the risks to great crested newts during works (both development works, and any 
habitat creation/enhancement works): 

a) In advance of works, vegetation should be managed to reduce suitability for newts, to 
discourage newts from areas which will be soon stripped: 

i. Cut scrub and tall grass no lower than 150mm; carefully remove arisings and leave 
habitat undisturbed for 48 hours 

ii. To be followed by directional vegetation clearance (avoiding wet weather during the 
active period) and soil stripping – the direction of working to be determined by the 
location of good newt habitat to be retained (starting furthest away from the 
favourable habitat and working towards it, to encourage newts to disperse towards 
safe areas) 

b) Vegetation management should be undertaken at the appropriate time of the year and in 
appropriate weather conditions, to avoid killing/injuring newts   

c) Working areas should avoid any retained habitat 

d) Measures should be implemented to avoid indirect impacts on retained or off-site habitats, 
such as run-off or accidental encroachment from working vehicles, material or operatives 

e) Machinery, materials etc should be stored on areas of hardstanding or raised off the ground 
on pallets where possible 

f) Waste materials should be removed off site immediately or stored in skips where possible 
g) Excavations should be backfilled, covered overnight, or ramps placed in to allow any animals 

to escape 
h) Excavations and working areas should be managed so as not to create temporary waterbodies 

which may attract newts onto site 
i) Access roads should use existing roads and tracks and keep habitat disturbance to a minimum, 

avoiding any areas of sensitive or potentially valuable habitat 
 

3. The following further avoidance measures (licensed activities) should be carried out under the 
district licence (by or under the supervision of a suitably experienced and licensed great crested 
newt ecologist) where (as above) advised by a suitably qualified ecologist: 

a) Hand searches, destructive searches and/or night searches may be undertaken ahead of site 
works, to reduce the risk of newts being on the site during works (see further below regarding 
these methods). 
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b) If it is suspected or known that great crested newts are using a pond, any works to the pond 
should take place during the autumn/winter (normally mid-September to early February). This 
can include, where necessary, pond drain down during using a fine mesh filter, and followed 
by hand/destructive searches of the pond bed and immediate surroundings to capture any 
animals present.   

If it is essential that a known great crested newt pond is drained down in the spring or summer, 
it may be recommended that a trapping exercise at the pond should be undertaken before 
drain-down.  This should be in accordance with the requirements in section 8.3.2.3 of the 
Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines (except that a minimum 60 days of (bottle) trapping 
is acceptable (rather than 90 days) when undertaken in conjunction with the use of netting 
and a high density of traps, to supplement the trapping). If the pond holds insufficient water 
for bottle trapping, or has a hard substrate with little vegetation, the use of netting alone 
instead of bottle trapping is acceptable.  

c) Where suitable habitat will remain on site or adjacent to a development site, temporary 
amphibian fencing (TAF) may be installed, to assist with reasonable avoidance measures and 
prevent newts moving onto the development site during works. This must be removed 
promptly at the end of the construction works. 

   

Newt capture 

Captured newts are subject to the protection of the Animal Welfare Act 2006, which means that it is 
an offence to cause any unnecessary suffering to an animal under the control of man. 

Newt capture may only take place during the active season, which is generally February to October. 
The season is dependent upon weather (very cold late springs can delay the active season, and early 
or late onset of frosts in the autumn will bring forward or delay the hibernation season).  Attempts to 
capture newts should avoid cold conditions (<6°C air temperature) and extended periods of very dry 
weather (particularly during June – mid-August).   

Any captured newts should be kept in suitable lidded, ventilated containers and released as soon as 
possible after capture.  Newts should be released in sheltered areas in sufficient good quality habitat 
and close to a suitable refuge, with landowner permission if required.   Release sites should ideally be 
as close as possible to the site of capture but within a maximum 1km of the site from which they were 
captured, with no barriers to newt movement.    If there is no suitable release site within 1km, 
NatureSpace Partnership can advise on any alternatives which may be available under the district 
licence. 
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b) If it is suspected or known that great crested newts are using a pond, any works to the pond 
should take place during the autumn/winter (normally mid-September to early February). This 
can include, where necessary, pond drain down during using a fine mesh filter, and followed 
by hand/destructive searches of the pond bed and immediate surroundings to capture any 
animals present.   

If it is essential that a known great crested newt pond is drained down in the spring or summer, 
it may be recommended that a trapping exercise at the pond should be undertaken before 
drain-down.  This should be in accordance with the requirements in section 8.3.2.3 of the 
Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines (except that a minimum 60 days of (bottle) trapping 
is acceptable (rather than 90 days) when undertaken in conjunction with the use of netting 
and a high density of traps, to supplement the trapping). If the pond holds insufficient water 
for bottle trapping, or has a hard substrate with little vegetation, the use of netting alone 
instead of bottle trapping is acceptable.  

c) Where suitable habitat will remain on site or adjacent to a development site, temporary 
amphibian fencing (TAF) may be installed, to assist with reasonable avoidance measures and 
prevent newts moving onto the development site during works. This must be removed 
promptly at the end of the construction works. 
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Under the district licence, records must be kept of any movement of newts, with dates, sites of capture 
and release, sex and ages of all captured and released newts.  Any injury or mortality must also be 
recorded.  All records must be submitted to NatureSpace or the local planning authority.   

Hand searches 

This refers to the careful searching, by hand, of potential refuges and suitable habitat features, and 
under the licence, this does allow for the removal of checked features. Hand searching may be done 
throughout the active season, providing weather conditions are suitable (e.g. not during very hot dry 
weather). Hand searches are ineffective on large expanses of habitat and are suited to searching of 
distinct habitat features, such as log piles. The time it takes to complete hand searches is dependent 
upon the extent and complexity of the features to be searched.  Hand searching often requires less 
than 1 day where only small, simple features are present. Where there are large and complex features 
across the works area it may require 1-5 days.  

Night searches 

This refers to searches by torchlight of suitable habitat where newts will be visible above ground. Night 
searches are best carried out during dispersal periods (March-June for adults and August-September 
particularly for juveniles) and during suitable weather conditions conducive to newt movements – i.e. 
warm, wet nights.  Night searching along drift fences can be particularly effective.  The method is only 
effective in habitats that allow the surveyor to easily see newts as they disperse, and so areas with 
long vegetation or complex topography are not suitable. Typically night searching is carried out for at 
least 25 days. 

Destructive searches 

This is the careful dismantling of features (such as hedgerows, rubbles piles), with ongoing supervision 
to check for animals as works progress. Destructive searching may be done throughout the active 
season, providing weather conditions are suitable (e.g. not during very hot dry weather) and is usually 
combined with hand searches (and is similarly not suitable for large expanses of habitat). The time it 
takes to complete destructive searches is dependent upon the extent and complexity of the features 
to be searched and dismantled. In typical cases, destructive searches can be completed within 1-5 
days. 

Amphibian fencing 

Where suitable habitat will remain on site or off site, temporary amphibian fencing (TAF) may be 
installed at the ecologist’s discretion, under the district licence, to assist with reasonable avoidance 
measures and prevent newts moving onto the development site during works.  Temporary amphibian 
fencing includes exclusion fencing and one-way fencing.   Amphibian fencing design, installation and 
maintenance requirements are outlined in section 8.4.2.1 of the Great Crested Newt Mitigation 
Guidelines.  Fencing may be installed year-round (unless in hibernation habitat, in which case fencing 
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must not be installed during the hibernation season, unless this may be done without disturbing 
potential hibernation features). Temporary amphibian fencing must be removed promptly upon 
completion of the development works, at the appropriate time of year to avoid disturbing hibernating 
animals.     

Refugia 

Reptile capture programmes using fencing and/or artificial refugia may also capture newts.  If a site is 
covered by a district licence, great crested newts may also be moved if found during the course of a 
reptile translocation programme.   Also see notes above on newt capture. 

Relocating great crested newts at imminent risk of harm 

Great crested newts should only be handled by a suitably experienced and licensed newt ecologist, 
and any capture exercise must be undertaken by or under the direct supervision of, a suitably licensed 
ecologist. However, if a great crested newt is at imminent risk of harm, a non-licensed person may 
‘rescue’ and release the newt. See notes above on newt capture, regarding how to move newts and 
record keeping.   

Biosecurity 

The biosecurity guidelines in Amphibian Disease Precautions: A guide for UK fieldworkers, Advice Note 
4 (available from www.arguk.org) must be observed by all licence users.  

Experience requirements 

The supervising ecologist should as a minimum hold a great crested newt survey licence, as this 
demonstrates the licence holder has experience in handling newts and has appropriate understanding 
of welfare and biosecurity issues.  Supervising ecologists should also have appropriate knowledge and 
relevant previous licence experience for the techniques and methods being used under the district 
licence.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© This work is the copyright of NatureSpace Partnership Limited and is not to be reproduced, edited, modified or used for 
any purposes other than the purposes of this application. 
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