The proposal seeks to reduce surface water run off to below the existing brownfield rate by way of attenuation tanks and storage within permeable paved areas.  This has been achieved however since the creation of the SuDs design strategy the National standards for sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) was updated on 30th July 2025 and this states the following:

3.18 The peak allowable discharge rate from the development to surface waters or sewers for the 50% AEP event shall be limited to the equivalent 50% AEP greenfield runoff rate, or 3 l/s/ha, whichever is the greater.

3.19 Where the volume of runoff discharged from the development to surface waters or sewers for the 1% AEP, 6-hour rainfall event is greater than the volume of greenfield runoff for the same rainfall event, the peak allowable discharge rate from the development for the 1% AEP event shall be limited to the 50% AEP greenfield runoff rate or 3l/s/ha, whichever is the greater.

3.20 Where the volume of runoff discharged from the development to surface waters or sewers for the 1% AEP, 6-hour rainfall event is less than or equivalent to the volume of greenfield runoff for the same event, the peak allowable discharge rate from the development for the 1% AEP event shall be limited to the 1% AEP greenfield runoff rate or 3l/s/ha, whichever is the greater.

Note: runoff volume can be reduced so it is less than or equivalent to the volume of greenfield runoff through infiltration and interception methods which will also result in lower attenuation volumes.

3.21 For previously developed sites a ‘relaxation factor’ shall be applied to the target 50% and 1% AEP greenfield runoff rates where evidence is provided that demonstrates why greenfield runoff or 3l/s/ha rates cannot be achieved and this is agreed with the approving body.

3.21.1 This relaxation factor shall be no greater than 5 times the greenfield runoff rate.

Given the above the proposed drainage strategy would need to be updated to meet these new standards which would require a maximum discharge rate of 3 l/s for the development.

In addition to the above it should be highlighted that the hierarchy for drainage schemes has been updated as part of the new National Standards and should be read as follows:

1.2 Runoff from the development shall be discharged to the following final destinations, to the maximum extent practicable, in accordance with the below hierarchy:

priority 1: collected for non-potable use
priority 2: infiltrated to ground
priority 3: discharged to an above ground surface water body
priority 4: discharged to a surface water sewer, or another piped surface water drainage system
priority 5: discharged to a combined sewer

Note 1: priority 1 is the highest priority and priority 5 is the lowest.

Further to the above it is noted that the drainage design has not taken account of Local Plan Policy EN18 which requires the drainage scheme to be landscape led and connect into the green network across the site however the proposal fails to connect into any of the landscape features across the site at all.  

As a result of the applicant not addressing these fundamental requirements the LLFA has not reviewed the drainage layout in any great details given that it would necessitate a fundamental redesign in order to meet the required standards. 

Given the above highlights that the applicant has failed to comply with the required standards and Policies the LLFA objects to the proposal on the following grounds.

The submitted Sustainable Drainage Strategy has failed to demonstrate its acceptability in terms of sustainable drainage and attenuating localised flooding, contrary to Policy EN18 of the Reading Borough Local Plan 2019.

