
Planning

Memo

To:
Catrin Davies, Planning
From:
Sarah Hanson, Natural Environment Officer, Planning 

CC:
 

Date:
3 November 2025
Re:
Consultation on an Application
Application No: PL/25/1348
Address: 250 Brook Drive, Green Park
Proposal: Site alterations including new hardstanding and footpaths and their associated lighting, new bollards, planters, new and replacement CCTV and new ANPR, with associated electrical cabinet; new smoking shelter, bike shelter and associated charging and a new bus drop/pick up point with waiting shelter and pedestrian barriers and associated works.
Comments were given under Pre-application PL/24/1668 including the need to clarify tree removal, mitigation where trees were to be removed, method statement for works within RPAs of retained trees and confirmation of pruning.  An Arboricultural Impact Assessment was submitted with the pre-app.
Below is the existing Site layout, then ‘250 BROOK DRIVE CIVIL ENABLING WORKS PROPOSED LAYOUT Rev 03’:
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With reference to the PLANNING, DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT 794-PLN-NPI-12389, September 2025, I note that 3.7 states:

‘Whilst the fencing is no longer part of the proposals for which planning permission is required, the Applicant confirms that the fencing to be installed will include hedgehog holes as requested by the Ecologist as part of the pre-application response’.
The fencing also had implications on trees, specifically 1) digging of fence post and potential root harm, 2) potential requirement to prune trees to allow for installation and to crown lift to avoid branches being a ‘climbing aid’, 3) potential RPA clash with electricity route to gates, and 4) general protection measures for adjacent trees during fencing installation.  It is disappointing, therefore that there is no mention of this and that trees will be duly protected from harm during fence installation.  On the assumption that nothing can be requested as a result of the fencing not forming part of the proposals, I would suggest a suitable Informative (probably an appropriate rewording of I29).
4.6 states that ‘The proposals result in the removal of removal of two trees, a small section of hedgerow, a small area of grassland’.  Whilst some information is provided within BNG Assessment, this is not sufficiently clear for landscape/tree purposes.
5.11 refers to Policy EN14 and notes our expectations: ‘There are several mature trees that exist around the building. The development should retain existing trees wherever possible and incorporate new planting if any trees are unavoidably lost. A tree survey will be expected and an Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA)’.
No AIA has been submitted, which is required as there are apparent clashes with RPAs of retained trees for multiple elements proposed, and loss of several trees.  We also discussed at pre-app the need to ensure assess the impact on trees of the CCTV coverage, i.e. whether an trees will need removal or prunining to allow for clear sights.

We have also not received a clear tree/vegetation removal plan with mitigation planting shown.

An AIA is required and should be submitted prior to a decision – it is odd that it has not been provided given one was provided with the pre-app.

I note what is said about ownership and lease arrangements in the Ecology Section (6.18-6.25), however expectations under Policy EN14 and expectations within the adopted Tree Strategy remain, hence comment on how a tree gain will be ensured is required.

In conclusion, the application is not currently supported in relation to trees or landscaping.
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