Sent: 07 December 2016 11:58
Subject: 452 Basingstoke Road, Reading RG2 0QE - 162108

Dear Alison,

In response to your planning consultation ref. 162108, the tree and landscape comments are as follows:

The applicant has submitted a belt and braces report supporting the loss of 17 of the 19 trees surveyed within the site. In addition the report details a method statement required for the protection and retention of two small apple trees on site. These two trees offer very little to the amenity of Basingstoke Road and have little potential for future growth. Realistically given the pressures of the development site, these small trees would not be a significant constraint on development and I think it unrealistic to make any great effort and expense to retain the trees.

My colleague in her pre-application comments for this site stressed the importance for new planting as part of any redevelopment of the site. The proposed planting of eight new trees would not suffice to mitigate the removal of 17 (maybe 19) of the trees on site. We would look to achieve a minimum replanting scheme of 1:1 for the trees removed but ideally more. This can include planting in the new car park areas to the north of the site and in the verge where appropriate running adjacent to the eastern boundary with Basingstoke Road. New planting in this urban environment will require specially engineered planting pits to ensure the successful establishment of the trees in this area and prevent damage to areas of hard standing from tree root growth.

If planning permission is granted we will require…

1. Pre-commencement submission and approval of landscaping details to include tree and shrub planting, tree planting pits, post planting maintenance plan etc. (standard condition). An acceptable scheme of landscaping will include a minimum of 1:1 replacement tree planting for the felled trees within the site particularly on the frontage with Basingstoke Road. New trees could also be included in the new parking area to the north of the site.
1. Approved tree protection measures to be implemented prior to the commencement of all works on site and retained until completion.
1. Soft landscaping to be implemented in the first planting season etc. (standard condition)
1. Replacement planting for anything that dies within 5 years of planting.

Assistant Natural Environment Officer
Planning & Building Control
Environment & Neighbourhood Services
Reading Borough Council 

