Air Quality Statement
Proposed Development at 1 Elgar Road, Reading
Location within Air Quality Management Area (AQMA)

1. Introduction
This Air Quality Statement has been prepared in support of the planning application for the proposed development at 1 Elgar Road, Reading. The site is located within a designated Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) declared by Reading Borough Council due to exceedances of nitrogen dioxide (NO₂) annual mean objectives, primarily caused by road traffic emissions.

2. Site Context and Proposed Development
The proposed development involves [insert brief details of development, e.g. “the demolition of the existing structure and the construction of a three-storey residential building comprising 6 flats”]. The site is located adjacent to Elgar Road (A327), a busy urban thoroughfare, and is approximately 500 metres from the junction with the A33, a known source of elevated NO₂ levels.

3. Policy Context
This assessment has been prepared in accordance with the following relevant guidance:
· National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
· Reading Borough Council Local Plan Policy EN15 (Air Quality)
· Environmental Protection UK & IAQM: Land-Use Planning & Development Control: Planning for Air Quality (2023)
· DEFRA Local Air Quality Management Technical Guidance (TG22)

4. Baseline Air Quality Conditions
Data from Reading Borough Council’s diffusion tube monitoring network indicates that annual mean NO₂ concentrations in the vicinity of the site exceed the national objective of 40 µg/m³. Background particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) levels are generally within acceptable limits but require consideration due to potential cumulative impacts from nearby developments and traffic.

5. Potential Impacts
Construction Phase
· Dust and particulate matter (PM10) emissions may arise from groundworks, demolition, and construction activities.
· Mitigation will include adherence to a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and best practice measures as outlined by IAQM guidance.
Operational Phase
· The development will generate a small number of additional vehicle movements; however, due to its scale and proximity to sustainable transport links, the overall contribution to local NO₂ and PM levels is expected to be negligible.
· No significant impact is expected on the AQMA or on human health as a result of operational emissions.

6. Mitigation Measures
To ensure that the development does not worsen air quality within the AQMA, the following mitigation measures are proposed:
· Provision of electric vehicle (EV) charging points for residents to encourage low-emission transport.
· Secure cycle storage to promote sustainable travel.
· No on-site car parking to discourage car use.
· Use of energy-efficient building design and low-emission boilers.
· Implementation of a Construction Management Plan to minimise dust emissions during development works.
· Landscaping and green infrastructure to aid in pollutant dispersion and environmental enhancement.

7. Conclusion
The proposed development at 1 Elgar Road is located within a designated AQMA. However, the scale and nature of the scheme are such that it is not expected to have a significant adverse effect on local air quality.
With the adoption of the outlined mitigation measures, the development complies with local and national air quality objectives and contributes positively to sustainable development goals as set out in the NPPF and Reading Borough Local Plan.
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