
Planning

Memo

To:
Marcelina Rejwerska, Planning
From:
Sarah Hanson, Natural Environment Officer, Planning 

CC:
 

Date:
14 May 2025
Re:
Consultation on an Application
Planning Application Ref: PL/25/0606

Application Type: Full planning permission

Address: CAVERSHAM COURT, CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM, READING

Proposal: Repair and conservation of part of the eastern boundary (screen) wall at Caversham Court Gardens including: part dismantling and rebuilding of two sections of the wall, repairs in situ to the wall, repairs to brickwork arches over existing below ground vaults, new structural concrete slab over vaults, alterations to existing surface water drainage and new supplementary surface water drainage, new paving to inner pavement, root protection measures.
As you are aware, discussions on this matter have been ongoing for a long time.  It was accepted several years ago that the Lime within the Diocese car park area would have to be removed to enable the works to the wall etc.

Over the course of several years, intermittent discussions have taken place with regards to a suitable replacement planting (as required under law) location, including replacement in the same location, replacement in the Vicarage rear garden, extension of the existing grass area (with the young Lime) to plant in that and planting within the pavement on the other side of the main entrance (RBC land, in addition to the 2 Limes that were there).  All were dismissed for one reason or another.

You will know that the Friends of Cav Ct and the Tree Wardens are keen to ensure the Lime lined frontage of Caversham Court is retained.  As you are aware, RBC have had to fell two Limes on the north side of the main entrance due to poor health – these trees can be seen on Google St view in 2022:
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For clarity, the replacement tree (for the Diocese Lime) is required, and was always assumed to be planted over above those RBC should be replanting anyway as part of normal procedure, i.e. 3 replacements are now due; 2 by RBC and 1 by the Diocese.  However, I understand that the applicant is proposing to replace the Diocese Lime in one of the RBC locations – it is unclear where exactly.
The submissions provided do not provide clarity on the matter of trees.  What is required is a clear tree removal & replacement plan.  This should not be onerous and I would suggest it plots the Lime to be removed and the replacement planting location (addition of a current photos indicating the location would be helpful), along with the tree details, which I assume will be a Small-leaved Lime (Tilia cordata) of 14-16cm girth / 4.25m high – this should be checked with Streetscene who, I assume, will sourcing, planting and maintaining it.
I assume that tree pit specification and maintenance will be in accordance with RBC normal practice hence this should be stated on the plan as well.
Ultimately, we can approve such a plan and condition L1 to secure it and replacement in case it dies within 5 years.

Insofar as the RBC planting is concerned, I will raise this separately with Pedro B (who I understand has agreed the tree can be planted on RBC land) and Dan Johnson (who deals with RBC tree planting).
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