Arboricultural Method Statement and Tree Replanting Plan
Project: Proposed Extension Development
Location: 34 Woodcote Road, RG4 7BA, Caversham, Reading
Applicant: Christina Fun
Date: 06.05.2025
1. Introduction
This Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) and Tree Replanting Plan has been prepared in accordance with BS5837:2012 and BS8545:2014 to support planning condition discharge regarding the removal and replacement of a single conifer tree at the above address.
2. Existing Tree Details
- Species: Conifer (Thuja)
- Location: Immediately to the right of the house, in front of the proposed extension. Please see map below. 
- Condition: Structurally compromised and beginning to split. Please see photo below. 
- Reason for Removal: The tree's location conflicts with the footprint of the approved extension.
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3. Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS)
The following methodology will be used to safely remove the existing conifer and prepare the site for development and replanting:
· Access & Site Setup: Access to the tree will be via the front garden. No machinery or materials will be stored within the root protection area (RPA) of any retained trees (though no other trees fall within 15m).
· Tree Removal: The conifer will be carefully dismantled by a qualified arborist in manageable sections using roped techniques. Branches and timber will be lowered in a controlled manner to prevent damage to the house, paving, or nearby vegetation.
· Stump Removal: The stump and major roots will be removed by mechanical stump grinding to below ground level to accommodate the proposed extension.
· Ground Protection: Should machinery or materials be required within unpaved areas, temporary ground protection boards (e.g. plywood or geotextile membrane with scaffold boards) will be used to prevent compaction.
· Waste Disposal: All arisings will be removed from site by a licensed contractor and disposed of in accordance with environmental regulations.
· Timing of Works: Tree removal and stump grinding will be carried out prior to the commencement of construction. The replacement planting will take place in the first suitable planting season following site clearance.
3.1 Protection of Existing Trees
While there are no trees in the immediate vicinity of the proposed works, standard precautions will be taken to avoid accidental damage to any retained trees or vegetation on site. This includes avoiding the storage of machinery, equipment, or materials within Root Protection Areas (RPAs) of retained trees or against vegetation preventing excavation or compaction. If any temporary ground access is needed on soft ground within RPAs appropriate ground protective boarding will be used in accordance with BS 5837:2012.
Construction access to the rear of the property will be taken via the driveway or the side gate along the existing paved path, avoiding all soft landscaping and vegetation. No pruning of trees or large shrubs is required to facilitate access.
All materials and equipment will be stored on the existing hard-surfaced driveway at the front of the property. Materials will be moved to the rear as required, avoiding storage on unpaved or soft ground.
No excavation, storage, or construction activity will take place within the Root Protection Areas of retained trees. Standard precautions will be followed throughout to avoid accidental damage to any retained planting.

4. Tree Replanting Plan
- Replacement Species: Cherry tree (Prunus avium) 
- Planting Size: 8–10 cm girth and 2.75 m in height at planting
- Planting Location: The replacement tree will be planted as close as reasonably possible to the original tree’s position, accounting for building foundations and underground services. This location has been selected to maintain tree coverage while preventing future structural conflicts.

Soil Preparation:
- The planting pit will be 1.5x the width and no deeper than the height of the rootball, in accordance with BS8545.
- Soil will be backfilled with native topsoil and organic matter to encourage healthy root establishment.

Staking & Protection:
- A single timber stake with adjustable ties will secure the tree.
- A protective guard will be installed to shield the tree from physical damage (e.g. by animals or maintenance equipment).

Aftercare & Maintenance:
- Watering: The replacement tree will be watered weekly from April to October for the first two growing seasons, with 20 litres as the base amount, adjusted as necessary depending on weather conditions.
- Mulching: A 5–7 cm mulch layer will be applied around the base of the tree (avoiding contact with the stem) to retain soil moisture and suppress weed growth.
- Monitoring: The tree will be checked periodically for signs of stress, pests, or disease, and corrective action will be taken as necessary.
5. Conclusion
This method statement demonstrates a clear and appropriate approach to removing the existing tree while ensuring suitable replanting and aftercare. All actions are in line with national standards and local planning guidance. If any additional requirements are requested by the Local Planning Authority, they will be incorporated promptly.

Prepared by: The Treeple Arborists Ltd
Contact: 07516 900119
Date: 06.05.2025
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