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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

The Berkshire Independent Hospital is one of Berkshire’s leading private hospitals 

with an excellent reputation for delivering high quality healthcare, treatments and 

services. The hospital, built in 1993, has 43 individual patient rooms all with en-suite 

facilities. By investing in advanced medical technology, the hospital offers a wide 

range of treatments and services. The three fully equipped theatres with a seven-

bedded recovery area are particularly suitable for orthopaedic procedures offered, 

such as arthroscopy, hip and knee replacement, spinal discectomy. A dedicated day 

surgery suite is suitable for minor surgery and endoscopy. The Hospital has the 

following facilities: 

 



• WIFI access, direct dial telephone, TV and radio are available in all rooms for 

you and your visitor’s comfort. 

• Meals are served in your room and comprise a superb selection of dishes, all 

freshly prepared. 

• Ample free car parking and disabled access is also available. 

• The outpatient department adjacent to the hospital has 19 consulting rooms 

with associated examination and treatment facilities, and a minor operating 

theatre. 

• Large physiotherapy department 

• Diagnostic facilities including X-ray, Ultrasound and MRI scanning, mobile 

CT scanner. 

• The three fully equipped theatres with a seven-bedded recovery area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELEVANT RECENT PLANNING HISTORY 

 

 

Reference 

PL/24/0050 

Application type 

Full planning permission 

Description 

Proposed new louvres dormers, replacement louvres doors to south and 

north elevation to provide ventilation to existing plant room. 

Decision Made   Decision Approve 

Received Date 15/1/2024 

Decision Date 13/3/2024 

 

 

 

 

App. No.: 150438 

Site Address: Swallows Croft 

Wensley Road 

Reading 

RG1 6UZ 

Description: T1 London Plane (T37 within the TPO schedule): Tip reduce 

secondary and tertiary branches to give a 2.5m clearance to the 

adjacent building. T2/T3 Lime & T4 Ash: These trees are not 

subject to the TPO controls. T5 Horse Chestnut (T30 within the 

TPO schedule): Tip reduce branches to give a 2m clearance to 

the adjacent building. T6 Horse Chestnut (T29 within the TPO 

schedule): Tip reduce branches to give a 5.5m height clearance 

over the adjacent access road. 



Received Date: 12/03/2015 Decision Sent 

Date: 

12/03/2015 

  
Decision Date: 12/03/2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

App. No.: 141450 

Site Address: The Berkshire 

Independent Hospital, 

Swallows Croft Wensley 

Road 

Reading Berkshire 

RG1 6UZ 

 

Description: Proposed erection of single storey CSSD facility to replace 

existing non-compliant facility including link corridor to main 

hospital building. (Retention of existing installation constructed 

under planning permission reference 09/01432/FUL). 

Received Date: 09/09/2014 Decision Sent 

Date: 

04/11/2014 

  
Decision Date: 04/11/2014  

 

 

 

 

App. No.: 120086 

Site Address: Berkshire Independent 

Hospital Wensley Road 

Reading 

RG1 6UZ 

 

Description: Insertion of two external doors for boiler enclosure in existing 

hospital building 

Received Date: 17/02/2012 Decision Sent 

Date: 

02/04/2012 

  
Decision Date: 02/04/2012  

 

 

 

 

PRE-APPLICATION PLANNING ADVICE 

 

A Pre-Planning application was made to Reading Borough Council and Level 2 Pre-

application Advice was received from the Council dated 30th January 2025  

Reference No. 24/1550 

Case Officer – Nathalie Weekes 



BACKGROUND 

 

Berkshire Independent Hospital has been established since 1993 and has built up a 

strong local reputation as a quality healthcare provider, serving the local community 

effectively and enhancing local NHS Trust services.  It provides a large range of 

facilities to acute surgical and medical patients, both private and those referred by the 

NHS. 

 

 

 

HERITAGE STATEMENT 

 

Berkshire Independent Hospital is a Grade 2 Listed Building set in extensive grounds 

at the end of a private drive, as such the proposal for a new MRI Unit should not have 

any potential to impact on the listed building as it would be far enough away to be 

minimal.  

 

 

 

PROPOSAL DETAILS 

 

The proposals on which we seek planning approval relate to the delivery of and 

installation of a purpose- built modular MRI unit at ground floor level constructed at 

the front of the Hospital sat on a concrete plinth sited on the existing car parking area, 

with a single storey link corridor extension connecting the existing Out Patients 

Department within the main hospital to the modular unit via the existing double 

external door opening. This is the ideal location for such a unit adjacent OPD dept. 

 

This purpose-built unit will be clad in brick slips to match the existing building and to 

all extensive purposes will be similar to that of a permanent building solution. 

 

The existing external ramp handrails are to be removed, all as shown on the enclosed 

drawings. 

 

This unit has a floor area of approximately 60.0 m2 internal gross area and overall 

area of 64.0 m2 gross external including the link corridor. 

 

There will be an integral plant room within this unit. 

 

Four existing car parking spaces will be lost with this proposal.  

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT OF NEED 

 

With the ever-increasing demand for MRI scans expanding, & due to its success in 

building up business, it is now essential to its healthcare service to the local 

community that this is corrected by the provision of an additional MRI Scanner on 

site to help mitigate the extensive waiting lists for this type of scanning procedure.  



 

There will be 2 No. additional staff required for this proposal. 

 

 

 

DESIGN 

 

The proposed new MRI Unit will consist a pre-fabricated modular unit sat on a 

concrete plinth designed by structural engineer all as shown on the attached planning 

drawings. 

 

 

Construction details of the above are as follows: 

 

1. The construction of a single storey link corridor extension to the main hospital 

building comprising brick slip clad timber framed/insulated link to match the existing 

brickwork on the main building with a flat roof area to form a parapet wall complete 

with pressed metal capping. White upvc window in side elevation to match existing 

windows. Flat roof area to be a light grey single membrane roof covering.  

 

 

 

2. The modular unit will be constructed as follows: 

 

     80mm composite panels consisting of two 12mm layers of ply with a 30mm insulated   

foam layer. The external surface will be a 1mm layer of GRP with a brick slip outer 

face to match existing brickwork on the main Hospital building and the inner layer 

will be a 1mm coloured laminate.  

 

     80 mm composite insulated roof panel with non-slip top surface, coloured white.  
     

 

 

3. Various internal layout modifications to improve clinical/medical efficiencies 

and ancillary staff facilities to form new sub-wait and changing area. 

 

External quench pipe as shown on the elevations. 

 

Brick slip ‘Eurobrick’ Installation Guide enclosed. These brick slips will be chosen to 

match the brickwork on the existing building so as to blend in entirely. 

 

 
 

 

NOISE ATTENUATION 

 

The new plant will be designed to not exceed any existing sound level readings taken 

at the existing boundaries and will be fully noise attenuated to ensure that when the 

development is completed the noise levels will be in accordance with the statutory 

standards. 



TREES 

 

Tree protection fencing will be installed around any existing trees within the close 

proximity to the proposed MRI Unit to avoid any damage, which should only be the 

existing Lime tree opposite. 

 

 

 

BIODIVERSITY STATEMENT 

 

Any existing shrubs/hedges lost during the construction of this proposed MRI Unit 

will be replaced/replanted after the works are completed so there should be no net loss 

of habitat. 

 

  

 

TRANSPORT STATEMENT 

 

The existing car parking and pedestrian route into the Hospital should not be affected 

as the proposed footprint of the MRI Unit will be no more than if cars were parked in 

the existing four car parking spaces.  

 

Four existing car parking spaces will be lost with this proposal. 

 

The access doors opening onto this route will be for periodical access into plant and 

tech rooms for maintenance purposes only and would be by certified maintenance 

engineers only as and when required. All patients using this new MRI facility will 

access and exit the new unit via the existing Radiology/out patient department of the 

main Hospital and via the main Hospital entrance, patients will not be exiting via any 

external doors, and will not be walking out into vehicle paths.  

 

There will obviously be a diversion in place around the building site area whilst the 

construction of this new unit takes place but this should be a much quicker timescale 

due the fact that the MRI Unit is modular and that most of the construction process 

would have been carried out in the factory prior to delivery to site, this is a fairly 

standard way of providing specialist accommodation in Hospitals generally.  

 

 

 

ACCESS 

 

Access to the hospital itself for members of the public/patients will remain via the 

existing main hospital entrance which is fully disabled-user compliant. 

 

The proposals included within this planning application will not impact adversely on 

the existing infrastructure of the hospital, and none of the Building Regulation 

compliant building entrances will be affected. 

 

 

 



PHOTOS 

 

 
 

VIEW OF PROPOSED AREA FRONT SOUTH ELEVATION 

 

 
 

VIEW OF PROPOSED AREA FRONT SOUTH ELEVATION 



 
 

PHOTO OF ANOTHER HOSPITAL SHOWING THE TYPE OF BRICK SLIP 

EFFECT WHICH WILL BE ACHIEVED FOR THIS DEVELOPMENT 

NOTE: COLOUR & TYPE OF BRICK SLIP TO BE APPROVED 
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