Acoustic Report Compliance with Planning Policy and British Standards
Introduction
This summary outlines the compliance of the proposed development with the relevant planning policy regarding acoustic performance. The noise assessment has been conducted to ensure that the internal noise levels within habitable rooms when windows are close meet the standards set by BS:8233 and the World Health Organization (WHO). As outlined in the standards the noise assessment is for habitable rooms with windows closed.
Noise Intrusion Assessment
The noise intrusion assessment demonstrated that, through the adoption of the proposed glazing and ventilation strategy, the internal noise levels within habitable rooms at the rear and front of the site align with the guide values outlined in BS:8233 and the WHO guidelines. This ensures that the living conditions for occupants are within acceptable noise limits.

Glazing and Ventilation Strategy
The proposed strategy involves the use of specific glazing and background ventilation systems that are designed to mitigate noise intrusion effectively. The assessment highlights that products with higher acoustic performance specifications may be utilized if desired. This allows for flexibility in achieving the desired acoustic environment. The assessment included the means of background ventilation that provides occupants with the ability to maintain adequate background ventilation rates for heating and cooling. Importantly, this system does not rely entirely on openable windows, which could compromise the acoustic performance. The ventilation strategy ensures that the internal environment remains comfortable without external noise intrusion.
Compliance with Planning Policy
The findings of the noise intrusion assessment indicate that the proposed recommendations comply with the planning policy requirements. The use of advanced glazing and ventilation systems ensures that the internal noise levels are within the acceptable limits set by BS:8233 and the WHO. This compliance supports the overall goal of providing a high-quality living environment for future occupants.

Alternative Solution
The incorporation of Mechanical Heat Recovery Ventilation (MHVR) presents a viable alternative solution to the acoustic performance strategy outlined in the noise assessment report. MHVR systems are designed to provide continuous ventilation while recovering heat from the outgoing air, ensuring energy efficiency and optimal indoor air quality. 

Advantages of MHVR Systems
· Enhanced Acoustic Performance: MHVR systems negate the need for openable windows, thereby maintaining the integrity of the building's acoustic envelope. This ensures that external noise intrusion is minimized, aligning with the standards set by BS:8233 and the WHO guidelines.
· Energy Efficiency: The heat recovery feature of MHVR systems recycles heat from the exhaust air to preheat the incoming fresh air. This reduces the energy demand for heating, thus contributing to a more sustainable and cost-effective solution.
· Improved Indoor Air Quality: MHVR systems continuously supply fresh air and extract stale air, which helps in maintaining a healthy indoor environment. This is particularly beneficial in urban settings where outdoor air quality may be compromised.

Implementation in the Proposed Development
While not required to meet BS:8233 standards, the proposed development could benefit further from the integration of MHVR systems by ensuring that the internal noise levels are kept within acceptable limits without compromising ventilation. Windows would still be openable allowing residents to choose how they ventilate their own space.
Conclusion
In conclusion, the acoustic report demonstrates that the proposed development meets the necessary standards for noise intrusion as per the planning policy. The adoption of the recommended glazing and background ventilation strategy ensures that internal noise levels are controlled, providing a conducive living environment. 

NB. While the above and the submitted acoustic report and recommendations show compliance with the BS:8233 standards if the Planning Authority require further measures, then MHVR could be adopted in accordance with an approved planning condition. 
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