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Dear Mr Spiteri 
 
RE: PROPOSED WORKS TO BEECH TREES AT WILLOW VIEW, HENLEY ROAD, READING – 
G2 OF TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NUMBER 20/14. 
 
Thank you for your application of 13 January 2025 regarding the above. 
 
Your application sought consent to fell one Beech tree and reduce the remaining.  We 
exchanged various emails following submission as clarity was required on the extent of 
works and to which of the trees in the group.  However, ultimately this was discussed and 
agreed during our site meeting. 
 
During our meeting of 23 January 2025 with Andrew Sharpe and Nick Partridge, we 
discussed the concerns expressed by the neighbour at 34 Ruskin, which I was already 
aware of given her direct contact with me.   
 
It was noted that the northern-most tree is the largest, is multi-stemmed, has some bark 
loss at the base, and there is likely to be some dysfunction in the stem, the extent of 
which has not been determined.  You advised that fungal brackets had been seen at the 
base of the tree, albeit there was no evidence of them during my visit.  It will be 
important to regularly check for these and for them to be positively identified.  It may 
also be prudent to consider decay detection for this tree to establish the structural 
integrity of the lower section of the stem.  In the meantime, we discussed work to 
significantly reduce the height of this tree, which you have agreed as an alternative to 
creating a monolith, and to remove the large branch overhanging 34 Ruskin in order to 
appropriately manage the potential risk from this tree (based on current information) 
whilst retaining it in some form.  
 



 

 

For information, the 2019 tree survey, submitted with the planning application for Willow 
View, stated (in relation to this Beech tree): 
Structural condition Fair. Physiological condition Good. 
Access to inspect base - Restricted / obscured. Foreign object - Ingrown metal. Ivy or 
climbing plant. Areas of bark necrosis to north of stem at base, rest of stem obscured 
from closer inspection 
Climbing plant - Sever and strip. To allow closer inspection of lower stem, remove leaf 
litter to ensure any hidden defects are found 
 
I have no record of an inspection following that, until your recent inspection.  The 2021 
Arboricultural Method Statement submitted to Planning included the 2019 Tree Survey, 
with no update.  We discussed the benefit of removing ‘made-up’ ground around all 3 
trees, which should be done carefully. 
 
With regard to the middle tree, we discussed some pruning to reduce the extent of 
overhang over the garden of 34 Ruskin to alleviate the neighbour’s concerns. 
 
In relation to the southern-most tree, we agreed that no work was required, given its 
limited spread. 
 
I can therefore confirm that the following proposed works, as agreed on site, are 
approved subject to the conditions below and with reference to the annotated 
photographs below: 
 
G2 Beech: 

- Northern most tree (closest to 34 Ruskin) – reduce height as indicatively shown 
below, to suitable growing points, and remove lowest main branch overhanging the 
garden of 34 Ruskin (as indicated by the red arrow below). 

- Middle tree – reduce side overhanging neighbouring gardens back to previous points 
and shape to leave a flowing crown line. 

 

   



 

 

In relation to the significant reduction of the largest Beech, we would normally restrict 
the timing of such work to certain periods of the year to limit the harm to the tree.  
However, in this case, it is reasonable to carry out the work as soon as possible, despite 
being in the period soon before bud burst. 
 
Conditions 
 
1.Five days’ notice in writing shall be given to the Council prior to undertaking the 
approved works. 
Reason: To ensure that the Local Planning Authority is given sufficient notice of the works 
to enable the effective monitoring of tree work within the Borough. 
 
2. All tree surgery shall be in accordance with BS 3998: (2010) Tree Work - 
Recommendations. 
Reason: To ensure that all works are carried out in an acceptable arboricultural manner 
 
3. Climbing spikes shall not be used whilst undertaking any form of works on living trees, 
except on trees to be felled. 
Reason: Spikes can cause extensive long-term damage. 
 
Informatives 
 

1. You are advised that, in accordance with Part 4, 17 (4) of The Town and Country 
Planning (Tree Preservation)(England) Regulations 2012, this decision is valid for one 
pruning operation (as per the approved specifications) to be undertaken within two years 
from the date of this notice, after which the consent lapses and a new application will be 
required. 
 
2. Removal of dead or dangerous wood from a live tree: This does not require the formal 
consent of the Council.  However you are encouraged to give 5 working days in advance of 
removing dead wood.   Where a branch is deemed to be ‘dangerous’, i.e. where works are 
‘urgently necessary to remove an immediate risk of serious harm’, you are required to 
give notice to the Council ‘as soon as practicable after the works become necessary’. 
 
3. Disturbance of wildlife: It is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) to disturb roosting bats or nesting birds.  It is advisable to consult your tree 
surgeon/consultant to agree an acceptable time for carrying out any work.  Wildlife and 
habitat controls are administered by Natural England who can be contacted on 0300 030 
6000 
 
4. It is best to avoid works in the period immediately before or during bud burst and leaf 
fall to minimise the effect on the long-term health of the tree 
 
5. Tree work consents on land not owned by the applicant: It is strongly recommended 
that the owner of the tree be advised of any proposed works.  The owner’s permission 
must be sought if the tree works involve work past the boundary line.  This consent does 
not in any way imply that this Council has informed the owner of sought permission or will 
condone the use of consents to force any landowner to grant such permission. 



 

 

 
If you wish to appeal against any of the conditions attached to this consent, please 
contact the Planning Inspectorate within 28 days of receipt of this letter to obtain the 
relevant forms: 
 
Trees and Hedges 
Room 3A Eagle Wing 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Temple Quay 
Bristol  
BS1 6PN 
 
Telephone: 0303 444 5000 
E-mail it to: treeandhedgeappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk  
Website: Tree Preservation Orders and trees in conservation areas - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me on the above 
number. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Sarah Hanson 

 
Sarah Hanson 
Natural Environment Officer 
 
C.c. Andrew Sharp & Nick Partridge, Signature 

mailto:treeandhedgeappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas#appealing-against-local-authority-decisions-on-applications

