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The Royal Berkshire Hospital east wing was built mid 1800’s  . So therefore, in our opinion this needs to 
be approached as a sensitive preservation/conservation project which would maintain as much of the 
original fabric of the structure as possible. 

 

RAKING OUT AND REPOINTING 

The raking out of the joints for repointing will either be carried out using either a “drag” or stone hand 
saw, or using a fine plugging chisel, to a depth of at least 15mm it will be swept out using a “M” class 
vacuum system, the joints will be sprayed with a fine mist spray to dampen the stone and the joint will 
be filled using fine stuff lime mortar and pushed into the joint with a pointing iron, the joint may need 
spraying again as the mason moves along this is to avoid hydraulic shock where the mortar pulls off to 
quickly and doesn’t bind with either surface, the joint will be allowed to pull off for a while (dependant 
on ambient temperature) before washing off. All waste material will be bagged and removed from 
scaffold as required to avoid build-up of waste. 

 

REPLACEMENT OF DAMAGED STONES 

For cutting out the damaged stones , they will carefully have the corners cut out to check for corbel 
brackets in the stones above, putting in new stainless steel supports if required, once the stone above is 
supported the rest of the stone can be removed safely the new stones will be bedded in using the same 
fine stuff mortar and blind fixing pins into the second skin brickwork, and any additional pointing work to 
these new stones will be carried out as above. It is important not to use any materials on the structure 
that would create a non-permeable barrier, such as resins of any type, which could trap moisture causing 
a risk of frost damage. 

 

CLEANING 

DOFF cleaning, is a modular, superheated-water cleaning system, which is an accepted stone-friendly 
cleaning and conservation method. It can achieve temperatures of 150C at the nozzle end. The operator 
is able to vary the temperature and pressure to remove many types of paint or biological matter. The 
steam/superheated water will remove moss, algae, fungi, and other environmental markings and will 
also kill off spores. This means there is then no need to use a chemical biocide during the removal 
process or as a protection against further biological activity. However engrained ‘carbon’ type staining 
may not be removed with this method. 
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PROPOSED MATERIALS 

 

a) Fine Stuff is a traditional 2:1 ratio (aggregate to lime) mortar mix using non-hydraulic (fat or 
pure) lime putty and silver sand. Fine Stuff is delivered as a wet mix and is suitable for repairs to 
historic buildings as a topcoat/finishing plaster or for the laying or repointing of fine joint 
stonework. 
 

b) Hartham Park is the stone chosen to for the repairs/replacement on this project, the quarry is the 
Hartham Park Bath Stone Quarry, Park Lane, Corsham SN13 AJ 
  

c) NHL 2 for backing up with washed mixed building sand, being washed alleviates the chance of 
unwashed sand changing the colour of the stone through staining. 
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