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History of The Trust
The Police Memorial Trust was founded by the late Michael Winner, film director, on the death of WPC Yvonne Fletcher, who was shot and fatally wounded whilst at a demonstration in St James’s Square, London in 1984 
Michael Winner was shocked to find that whilst memorials were placed to members of the armed forces, the Navy, Army and Air Force there were no such memorials to police officers who also lost their lives carrying out their hazardous duties.
Sadly, The Trust has unveiled a further fifty-nine memorials to police officers since that first one.
Michael Winner fought a long and hard campaign for over ten years to unveil The National Police Memorial, The Mall, London, it was finally unveiled by Queen Elizabth 11 in 2000. This was to be the first memorial to be unveiled in The Mall for over one hundred years.
The Memorial was designed by Lord Foster and Partners, built and funded mainly by The Trust and it holds The Police National Book of Remembrance displaying the names of all officers who have died whilst on duty since early in 1700.
PC Andrew Harper
The tragic death of PC Harper was appalling, and The Trust immediately began plans to unveil a memorial in his honour. The Trust held meetings with Mrs Harper and Thames Valley Police to discuss the unveiling of a memorial to her late husband. Both Mrs Harper and Thames Valley Police were in full agreement that PC Harper should be remembered this way.
Memorial Location
The Trust, when unveiling a memorial looks firstly for a location as close to where the officer fell but on this occasion it would not be possible. PC Harper was killed at a junction on a very busy and fast main A route. The Trust looked at the alternative site of Forbury Gardens as it was opposite Reading Crown Court where, on duty, PC Harper spent a lot of his time.
The Trust wrote to the Chief Executive to seek permission to place a memorial in Forbury Gardens and whilst at that meeting with The Trust, Officers of The Council suggested an alternative location for consideration.
The alternative site would be opposite Reading Crown Court on the pavement but outside the Gardens. This was agreed as the memorial would stand on Council land and they, in return would offer every assistance to The Trust in placing the memorial at this location, all costs would, of course, be covered by The Trust.
Visitors to the area, on seeing the memorial, would be reminded of the ultimate sacrifice PC Andrew Harper made whilst protecting the citizens of the United Kingdom.
Investigation for Footings for the Memorial.
The Council Highways Department undertook an investigation at the location by lifting a pavement slab to see if there were any obstructions or items of historical interest underneath, none were found. The Trust then sought permission for a permanent memorial for PC Harper at this agreed location.
The Council also agreed that once all relevant permissions were granted The Highways Department would construct the footings necessary to hold the memorial.
The Memorial Stone
The memorial stone would be of Portland stone with a roundel insert of Balmoral Stone with wording in Gold Gilt. The memorial would be free standing away from the existing railings and not interfere with any other memorials within the location.
Insurance and Maintenance of the Memorial
The Trust would insure the memorial together with a yearly maintenance visit by stonemasons to clean repair and to regild the memorial as necessary. On the anniversary of the death of PC Harper, The Trust will arrange for a floral tribute to be laid. The memorial would have attached a QR code to allow visitors to access information on The Trust’s website regarding PC Harper and would also have information as to how to report any damage to it, to The Trust. The local Police Force will also add the memorial contact details to their data base.
We have found that local residents tend to adopt our memorials as their own and they, together with the local Police Force keep a watchful eye sometimes laying flowers of their own.
Historic England
The Trust have applied to Historic England for a Scheduled Monument Consent which is required by Reading Council before planning permission can be granted, we await the outcome of this application.


Police Memorial Trust’s Website
For full information about the work of The Trust in honouring fallen officers and their families please visit www.thepolicememorialtrust.org


Dennis Rowen
The Police Memorial Trust
Trustee and Trust Manager.
Dated 28th January 2025




