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Application Type: Full Planning Approval

Address:  17 Craven Road Reading  RG1 5LE
Proposal: Replace front boundary, rear garden landscaping, repairs to greenhouse, garage outbuilding and rear boundary brick walls.
The Arboricultural Report dated December 2022 from Syla Consultancy has been submitted with this application.  It is an out-of-date and irrelevant document having been produced for a previous application on the site. 

I note that a document entitled ‘Response to Arboricultural Survey 17 Craven Road Reading Berkshire’ has been provided, dated 9th June 2023 which I thought may be commentary and up/date on that earlier survey as it includes multiple trees already removed, however tree numbers differ and it includes trees not within the original survey so am unclear what this document is demonstrating?  It would have been helpful for this document to include a plan showing only trees remaining (and to be retained).  I note the document includes works to 3 trees described as ‘Light pruning to reduce ligature hazard’ – clarity is required on this in terms of the extent of work and reasoning (annotated photos are always helpful).  I also note that it shows a number of trees in the rear garden area which are described as being ‘Not part of MLH works area’ – what does this mean, given they are within the red line of the application?
I am currently unclear what trees are existing and which are to be retained – clarity is required.

In addition, as this application includes a new brick wall on the frontage, an AIA is required to cover the erection of this within RPAs of existing trees (if any are left – the DAS shows at least one) and confirmation of what is proposed for existing vegetation on the frontage.  I would expect landscaping to be considered behind the new wall and railings to improve the frontage if existing is to be removed or is of poor quality.

I note that no trees are proposed in the main garden area.  The ‘Response to Arboricultural Survey 17 Craven Road Reading Berkshire’ document refers to 30 pleached fruit trees being planted, but I can’t see these on submissions.

The plan showing the compost bins detail (no plan ref or title) indicates a green roof – details of this will need to be secured.
A pond is proposed – details of this and planting incorporated should be provided.

In conclusion, the matter of existing trees is not confirmed.  A clear tree survey of existing trees, confirming which are to be retained and clarity on any tree works is required.
Landscaping is proposed but details are missing from the principles put forward, as mentioned above.  Clarity is therefore required on this too.
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