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1.00 Introduction and Previous History 
168 Castle Hill is a large four-story terraced dwelling situated within the Russell Street/Castle Hill Conservation Area and dates back to approximately the late 1800’s or early 1900’s. It is a handsome brick-built dwelling under plain tiled pitched roofs set behind a rendered parapet wall and benefits from a projecting bay window to the lower two story's and a coursed rendered finish to the ground floor story. 

The house was originally a large family dwelling but as is typical of many properties within this and other areas within central Reading the property is now too large and inappropriately sited for occupancy by a single family. It has been converted into apartments at some stage in the past and client. Mr. Frederick Lanch, is the owner of Flat 5 which is situated on the first floor. When the flat was purchased, it comprised of a front room which is used as a living room/kitchen and a backroom where the bedroom was situated with an adjoining en-suite. The front door enters into the kitchen area and a doorway separates the front and back rooms of the flat. During purchase, Mr. Lanch’s solicitors found no issue with these floor plans.

In 2024, Mr. Lanch found a buyer for the property. However, it was uncovered during the sale that the current floor plan did not match that stated in the 1983. Mr. Lanch took action to update the Lease Plan to reflect these changes. However, the sale fell through due to uncertainty regarding Listed Building Consent granted in 1982. The date of these works being undertaken are unknown as they happened prior to Mr. Lanch’s purchase of the property.

In the 1982 application 82/TP/0719, the flat was granted unconditional consent for an LBC for alterations and improvements. However, Reading Council have been unable to confirm whether this would cover the works that have been completed on the property. As a result of this, Mr. Lanch wishes to apply for Listed Building Consent to be able to retain the works under Section 8(3) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990). Flat 3, 168 Castle Hill was granted the same consent in their application dated 3 July 2015.

2.00 Site Location and Surroundings 
The site is located on the north side of Castle Hill, which is a predominantly residential road consisting of mainly late 1800’s and early 1900’s (estimated) terraced and semi- detached houses which are of a similar age and style to the dwelling on the application site. Many of the properties are apartments, either purpose built or conversions of the original larger dwellings. The site is approximately 800 metres from Reading town centre. 

3.00 Design 
The current layout of the property is stated in Section 1.00 of this Design and Access statement. This layout has been in place since Mr. Lanch purchased the property in 2019. It is unknown when these changes to the layout were made to the property. The changes to the property can be seen in documents “2024 Floor Plan” and “1983 Lease Agreement & Floor Plan”.
In the 1983 Lease Plan, the front door of the property opens into the backroom where a bathroom and kitchen were located. The front room of the property was split between a bedroom and living room area. The prior alterations made were to change the entrance into the front room from the back. The kitchen has been relocated from the back room to the front room which is now split between a kitchen and living room area. The bedroom, previously in the front room, is now situated in the backroom and the bathroom remains in a similar location.
As a result of the works having been completed at an unknown prior date, it can be confirmed that this application is to retain the current layout of the property and no new alterations will be made to the property. This is to allow Mr. Lanch to proceed with a sale in 2025.	



