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grass and sloping in a west-east orientation.
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The elected site for the proposed skatepark is currently laid 
to grass and sloping in a west-east orientation, towards the 
children's play area. A steeper embankment is found 
adjacent to the boundary fencing to the all-weather 3G 
football pitch.

The red line boundary shown opposite represents the 
proposed development construction site boundary; and 

area of 1790m2.

Within this space the proposed skatepark occupies an area 

of 418m2, not including the proposed tarmac link path or 
any soft landscaping.

1790m
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3.1 Project History Continued 13

This planning application proceeds a previous submission (PP-12765450) for planning consent, for the same skatepark design, in an 
alternative location within John Rabson Recreation Ground. The location of the previous submission was found to be too close, from an 
acoustic impact perspective, to the adjacent dwellings to the South of the leisure centre, and for that reason was withdrawn on the 9th 
of May 2024 prior to a decision being made.

Upon electing the new location for the facility a topographical survey was undertaken, establishing the levels and falls of the new site 
and confirming the previous (preferred) design for suitability. The new site is principally identical to the previous location; an 
existing open grass area of recreation with gentle slopes, however proximity to the closest dwelling is significantly increased 
from 30m to around 80m.

Pre-planning advice has been sought in reference to this application:

A meeting was held on 13.11.2024 at the proposed location, between Bridget Hickey (Project Officer, RBC), Steve Vigar (PA Teams Leader, 
RBC), Rebecca Moon (Environmental Health Officer, RBC) and Maverick Industries, the primary focus of which was to further 
the understanding around the use and performance of a facility of this nature.

Reading Borough Council’s previous experience of skatepark facilities predominantly comprises projects constructed of hollow metal 
ramps. In one such instance a facility was removed after installation due to acoustic issues attributed to the choice of material and the 
location of the facility. It is crucial that this proposal is not viewed through the same lens as the aforementioned, as the difference in 
material performance is significant, both acoustically and from a durability standpoint.

With reference to the Noise Assessment for Planning, conducted 8th August 2024 by 'Inacoustic'; we find in the conclusion that there is 
a potential for a level of acoustic impact arising from the proposed facility. It is however stated that the proposal is within an existing 
area of recreational context and therefore may require more nuanced consideration and interpretation of national planning policy for a 
decision to be made. 

Mitigation techniques often implemented in situations such as this are acoustic barriers or fencing. However, given the history of anti-
social behaviour within John Rabson Recreation Ground and the increased requirement therefore of user safety through positive visual 
sight-lines, these options have been discounted initially as a nett benefit to the community. The marginal acoustic benefits provided to a 
very small number of local residents could be overshadowed by the potential for greater antisocial behaviour issues on the site, leading 
to a decreased desire for user participation for a range of ages, genders and associations at the skatepark. 

Also discussed was the inclusion of an acoustic bund feature adjacent the facility, however significant infringement on playing fields 
space to the North would be likely. Should it be required, the provision of further natural (evergreen) screening adjacent to property 
boundaries impacted would be a simple solution to implement.
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Recreation Ground, with a skateable area not including landscaping, of 418m2.

The skatepark is generally considered low-level, with the tallest feature in the design not exceeding +1.50m in height from the
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A new link pathway is provided to the existing maintenance 
access alongside the 3G football pitch with a ramped entrance 
point to the carpark allowing for flush access for wheelchair 
users.
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