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	Biodiversity Net Gain Exemption Statement 

	Site Location:
	5 Southerdene Close, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 6ND


	Proposal:
	Erection of 1 no. dwelling


	Prepared for:
	Mr. Wlasak	




















	1. Introduction

	1.1

	This Statement has been prepared by Lasseter Downie Planning on behalf of Mr Wlasak, the owner of  5 Southerdene Close, Tilehurst, Reading, RG31 6ND. The Statement is made in support of an application for the erection of a dwelling.


	1.2
	This statement will highlight why it is considered the proposal is exempt from the statutory biodiversity net gain requirements.


	1.3
	BNG is an approach to development. It makes sure that habitats for wildlife are left in a measurably better state than they were before the development.

In England, BNG is mandatory under Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as inserted by Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021). Subject to several exemptions as outlined below.


	2. Assessment

	2.1

	The application site is situated within a residential cul-de-sac of bungalows and within the settlement of Tilehurst.


	2.2

	There are several exceptions within the BNG requirements wherein BNG is not required as part of the application process.


	2.3

	An exemption applies to Development below the threshold.

A development that does not impact a priority habitat and impacts less than:   
· 25 square metres (5m by 5m) of on-site habitat   
· 5 metres of on-site linear habitats such as hedgerows


	2.4

	The application is for  a single dwelling which is to be situated upon existing built form and hardstanding. The proposed dwelling would not exceed new built form in excess of 25 square metres of on-site habitat and as such meets the requirements of the first condition. 


	2.5
	The application site measures approximately 250 sqm. The existing garage measures 37.5sqm and the proposal would result in built form of 67.5 sqm. This equates to an addition of 30sqm. There is already patio and hardstanding around the garage which equates to approximately  5.5sqm. Given this, the proposal would equate to less than 25sqm impact upon on-site habitat and as such meets the requirements of the condition.


	2.6
	In addition, the proposal would not impact on more than 5 metres of on-site linear habitats such as hedgerows.


	2.7
	The proposed development would accord with each of the exemption conditions for development below the threshold. As such, the proposal is exempt from the BNG regulations.
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