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2.0 INTRODUCTION

2.1 SITE DESCRIPTION

2.2 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT



3.0 METHODOLOGY

3.1 PRE-DEVELOPMENT (BASELINE)

Habitat Data

Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool



Type and Area/Length

UKHab Habitat Type SBM Habitat Type



Habitat Condition

Strategic Significance
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Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool



4.0 RESULTS

4.1 PRE-DEVELOPMENT (BASELINE)

Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool

Broad 
Habitat

Habitat 
Type

Area 
(Hectares)

Distinctiveness Condition Habitat
Units

4.2 POST-DEVELOPMENT (PROPOSED)



Broad 
Habitat

Proposed 
Habitat

Area 
(Hectares)

Distinctiveness Condition Habitat 
Units



5.0 EVALUATION AND DISCUSSION

Criteria Present/
Absent

Comments
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APPENDIX C CONDITION ASSESSMENTS

C.1 TREE CONDITION ASSESSMENTS

Criterion passed (Yes or No) Notes (such as justification)

A

N

B

Y

C

N

D

Y

E

N

F

N

Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved ×/

Good (3)

Moderate (2)

Poor (1)

Condition Assessment Criteria

The tree is a native species (or at least 70% within the block are native species).

The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover making up 
<10% of total area and no individual gap being >5 m wide (individual trees 
automatically pass this criterion).

The tree is mature (or more than 50% within the block are mature)1.

There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by human activities 
(such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agricultural activity). And there is no 
current regular pruning regime, so the trees retain >75% of expected canopy for 
their age range and height.

Natural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present, such as 
presence of deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.

More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetation beneath.

Passes 5 or 6 criteria

Condition Assessment Result (out of 
6 criteria)

Number of criteria passed

Passes 3 or 4 criteria

Passes 2 or fewer criteria



APPENDIX D RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND POLICY

D.1 LEGISLATION

The Environment Act, 2021

D.2 PLANNING POLICY

National

National Planning Policy Framework



Local

Reading Local Plan

EN12 Biodiversity and the Green Network
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