
Planning

Memo

To:
Anthony Scholes, Planning
From:
Sarah Hanson, Natural Environment Officer, Planning 

CC:
 

Date:
22 October 2024
Re:
Consultation on a discharge of conditions Application
Planning Application Ref: PL/24/1268
Application Type: Approval of details reserved by a condition

Address: 8 KELMSCOTT CLOSE, CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 7DG

Proposal:Application for Approval of Details Reserved by Condition 5 (Arboricultural Method Statement and Tree Protection Plan) of Application 211021

Further to comments made under 240217/APC, which sought to discharge this condition, and with reference to the Arboricultural Impact Assessment & Method Statement dated 25th September 2024 from All Arboriculture:

The report is written as if to support a planning application, rather than to discharge a condition but can be used for this application.
Section 6 confirms that T4 (C category Crab apple), T7 (C category Lawson cypress) and part of G8 (2 of the 4 C category Sycamore) are to be removed; that there will be an incursion into the RPA of T3 (off-site TPO Cedar) and that facilitative pruning is required to T1 Cherry (RBC street tree), H2, part of G5 (scrub).

Page 5 states:

‘Special surfacing: I have not been provided any information regarding new surfacing. For any new surfacing within the RPA's of retained trees, the existing ground will be graded up to form a no dig surface utilising a 3D load spreader, a no-fines aggregate and a porous wearing course. All works close to and within the RPAs will need to be carried out strictly by hand’.

The approved 3648/305 Rev A – Proposed Site Plan shows surfacing within the RPA of T3 hence this should be factored into the AMS:
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In addition, hard surfacing details are required for condition 4 (pre-commencement) hence I assume this information is known and should therefore be provided to the Arb consultant for consideration.

Similarly P. 5 also indicates that the position of services is unknown, as does ‘Surface drains, soakaways and services’ section on P.7.  As above, this is required for condition 4 (pre-commencement) hence I assume this information is known and should therefore be provided to the Arb consultant for consideration.

P.7 protective wrapping of T1 Cherry (RBC Street tree) is specified and crown lifting to 4m to avoid damage to the tree – this is acceptable.
In conclusion, I think there needs to be a better integration of information required by pre-commencement conditions to ensure the AMS covers all necessary points in detail, rather than ‘in principle’.

We await details for condition 4 (landscaping etc) which will need to show a net gain in tree number.
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