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1. Introduction

Cowan Consultancy Ltd have been instructed by Paul Basham Associates Ltd to carry out a Structural 

Demolition Specification for 234 Southcote Lane, Reading, Berkshire. The Demolition Specification is 

required to support the Demolition Management Plan, which forms the Demolition Tender Pack.  

A full demolition of the existing building is proposed. Following a desk study of available 

information and a site visit, this report has been prepared to assess the existing structure and 

site constraints which may influence the specification and the method by which the building 

will be demolished. 

2. Site Location

The site is located on Southcote Lane in Reading at a National Grid Reference 468770, 171877. The 

site is situated in a residential and commercial area. The site is located adjacent to the Coronation 

Square open space area.  

The site was previously used for the Southcote Library building, which was operational up until 

C. 2018. The building has been left empty since the library had relocated, doors & windows have 

been boarded up and 2.4m solid site hoarding has been erected around the perimeter of the site. 

The site includes hardstanding areas, grassed areas and the existing building. The total site area 

is approx. 0.17Ha.  An existing site layout is shown on the Topographical survey in Appendix B. 

The topographical survey within Appendix B shows that the site is relatively flat, but slightly falls to 

the west. The topographical survey shows that the ground level at the centre of the site is 

approximately 48.00 AOD. 

3. Existing Building

The affected building is believed to have been constructed in C. 1980. The building is detached and 

single storey, varying in height, with a mixture of pitched roof and flat roof areas. The construction is 

of traditional masonry construction with timber trussed rafter roof, with metal profile sheet coverings, 

to the pitched roof areas and timber flat roof joists, with bitumen coated strawboard coverings, to the 
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flat roof areas. I believe that the west elevation of the building, has steel frames around the full height 

glazing units.  The ground floor of the building is believed to be a concrete ground bearing slab.  

 

Figure 1: Existing building looking from the south east 

 

Figure 2: Existing building looking from the north east 
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4. Outline Structural Method Statement for Demolition 

This report focuses on the structural demolition method statement only, details on the items listed 

below can be found within the Demolition Management Plan: 

- Removal of hazardous materials (inc asbestos)  

- Health & safety measures 

- Initial soft strip  

- Existing service locations   

- Tree RPA constraints 

- Waste storage / disposal & Recycling  

Due to the building being detached then the demolition of the roof, structural walls and ground floor 

can be carried out predominantly with excavators with the appropriate arm attachments. Sections of 

the building that are within 1m of the boundary may require careful consideration, with the potential 

for demolition by hand only. 

METHODOLOGY 

1. Metal Profile Roofing sheets / Bitumen coated strawboard coverings to be removed by 

excavator to expose timber trusses / roof joists. 

2. External masonry walls and steel frames to be temporarily propped to provide lateral restraint 

prior to the roofs structural members being removed. 

3. Trusses / Joists to be lifted off with 360 excavator fitted with rotation grab attachment and 

transferred to the ground. To be removed truss-by-truss / joist-by-joist to top of wall plate 

level. 

4. All masonry walls to be carefully demolished top down using push/pull action, grabbing / 

breaking sections of masonry inwards with the excavator onto the ground floor. All walls to 

be uniformly reduced to ground level. 

5. The cross beam of the steel frames are to be held by the excavator with a grapple attachment. 

The vertical columns will then be cut at ground level at each end and lowered to the ground 

by the excavator.  

6. Concrete ground floor slabs to be broken up with excavator hydraulic breaker attachment and 

grubbed out. 

7. Building foundations to be broken up with excavator hydraulic breaker attachment and 

grubbed out, care must be taken within the north western section of building foundation, as 
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not to undermine the existing boundary. Foundations here to be broken and grubbed out in 

small sections and back-filled with selected excavated material prior to the breaking of the 

following section commencing. This area is also within the Tree RPA’s of T1g & T2, therefore 

demolition works here should be subject to the agreement / recommendations of the 

Arboricultrualist. 

5. Conclusion

The existing site is occupied by a single storey former building with a gross floor area of 

approximately 395m2. The proposed development calls for the demolition of this existing structure. 

The demolition specification demonstrates the method statement on the principles of how this 

demolition will be carried out 
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A. Site Location Plan

NOT TO SCALE 
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B. Existing Site Plan
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