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Introduction

Following instruction from MACE, RPS have produced this letter style arboricultural report as a written
Arboricultural Method Statement to support the planning application at the above site. This report
addresses the best approach to the safe retention and protection of trees located within and adjacent
to the property during the proposed construction works.

The site consists of a single residential property, with front and rear gardens. The eastern boundary
abuts the John Madejski School Academy. A metal fence and mixed vegetation forms this eastern
boundary.

To support this arboricultural report, a comprehensive tree survey was completed in May 2023. This
survey adopted the approach required by BS5837:2012 ‘Trees in relation to Design, Demolition &
Construction’. See attached Tree Survey Schedule & Tree Survey Plan (Table 1 & Figure 1).

This report should be read alongside the Tree Survey Report and Impact Assessment JSL4864_770.

Proposed Works

The works proposed consist of a moderate, side extension to the existing dwelling as well as the
addition of 2 car bays to the south of the house. The extension largely replaces an existing lean-to
type extension and hard surfacing. The extension is on the eastern side of the existing dwelling.

Expected Arboricultural Impacts

No trees or mature vegetation will require removal to facilitate the scheme. T5 will require its
northwestern crown reducing back from the proposed development by 2-3m in order to provide
sufficient construction space. Minor ‘facing back’ pruning of 1-2m will also be required to the immature
trees and shrubs which over sail the site boundary to the east (part of G2). These works are minimal,
and due to the age and vigour of the trees, no long-term ill affects should be caused to the vegetation.
The Eastern face of H1 will also require ‘facing back’ by 1m in order to allow construction of the
proposed car bays.

The proposed extension does lie within a very small portion of T5’s radial RPA. The limited extent of
the construction incursion (i.e. <10%) and the presence of existing structures and hard surfaces within
this zone already will mean that significant root activity within the area is unlikely. Nonetheless, a
precautionary approach to excavating the extensions foundation should be taken, and if tree roots
>25mm diameter are exposed, advice will be sought from an arboriculturist.

Impact Mitigation

Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ)

Prior to the commencement of any works, tree protection fencing is to be erected in accordance with
the locations set out in the Tree Protection Plan (see Figure 2).
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Once the protective fencing is in place, it must remain in situ throughout the course of the development
until the completion of development.
Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ) (continued)

Our ref: JSL4864_771B

Within the CEZ there should be:
¢ No mechanical excavation/ scraping whatsoever.
No excavation by any other means without arboricultural supervision.
No lowering of level for any purpose.
No storage of plant, equipment, or material.
No pedestrian, vehicular or plant access.
No fire lighting.
No handling, discharge or spillage of any chemical substance included cement washings.

Further Restrictions outside the CEZ

Even when outside of the CEZ, no materials that may contaminate the soil such as concrete mixings,
diesel oil and vehicle washings shall be discharged within 10m of the stem of any tree.

Fencing Specification (Heras 151 steadfast system)

Either the Heras 151 steadfast system (for high and mid value trees / areas with higher activity
anticipated), or a similar and equivalent system, will be used to create the CEZ and is denoted by a
Purple dashed line on the Tree Protection Plan (Figure 2).

Tree Pruning

All tree works shall be carried out in accordance with BS3998:2010 and latest arboricultural best
practice.

All tree work shall be carried out by suitably qualified, competent and insured arboricultural contractors
in accordance with Arboricultural Association Standard Conditions of Contract and Specifications for
Tree Works (2008) Edition and BS 3998:2010 Tree Work.

Any tree works required shall be completed prior to any construction and enabling works on the site.

Nesting birds are protected by law and any removal / tree works should not be carried out during the
bird nesting season (March-August inclusive).

All green and woody waste generated by the tree works shall be chipped, removed from site and
disposed of in an environmentally sustainable manner in line with current Environmental Protection
Act 1990 (EPA) guidelines.

Services

Where practicable, all new services will be outside of RPAs, but where existing services within RPAs
require upgrading or new provision is required, trenchless installation will be the preferred option.

If this option is not feasible, any excavation will be carried out by hand in accordance with the
guidelines set out in NJUG Volume 4 — Guidelines for the Planning, Installation and Maintenance of
Utility Apparatus in Proximity to Trees.

Root Pruning

It is possible that roots of retained trees may extend further than their RPAs. Where roots are
encountered, those smaller than 25mm diameter may be pruned back using a sharp and clean cutting
tool such as secateurs or handsaws. Roots larger than 25mm should only be cut having first consulted
the project Arboriculturist and/or the Local Tree Officer as the roots maybe essential to the tree’s
health and stability.
rpsgroup.com
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Excavation

When within any RPA excavation shall be undertaken by hand or, if machinery is to be utilised, it is to
be under an Arboricultural watching brief by the project Arboricultural Consultant.

Where machinery is to be used it shall be as lightweight as possible to complete the task and, the
ground from which the machine is working from should be outside of any RPA.

Where roots are found during any excavation, they shall not be left exposed for longer than 24hrs
without sufficient root protection e.g. roots wrapped in wet hessian and faces of trenches covered with
polyethylene material pinned down to the ground - especially important in hot and dry conditions.
Hessian and any polyethylene shall be removed on backfilling of the trench.

If roots are to be cut, the appointed Arboricultural Consultant must first be consulted prior to the
severance of any roots over 25mm in diameter.

Any roots encountered that are under 25mm in diameter shall be cut cleanly with a sharp saw or
secateurs leaving the smallest possible diameter cut surface possible.

‘No Dig’ Construction

Where proposed patio and car bay works fall within the RPA of retained trees, works shall adopt a
‘No-Dig’ “No dig” methodology. The Tree Protection Plan (Figure 2) shows the minimum extent of “No
dig” surfacing required, to limit impact to the tree’s rooting system.

‘No-dig’ areas denoted with a Red “cross” hatch will also act as ground protection for the parts of the
RPAs that are outside the protective barriers and will need to be installed before any other construction
activity occurs on site.

‘No-dig’ areas denoted with a Orange hatch will be constructed after the main works are completed,
as part of landscaping works, using light/ hand tools only.

Conclusion

If the above methodologies are followed, the proposed development shall have a minimal impact upon
the retained trees.

Should, however, any unexpected arboricultural issues become apparent during the works the site
manager should immediately contact the Arboricultural Consultant or the Council’s Tree Officer for
advice upon how to proceed.

If you require further information on the above, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely
For and on behalf of RPS

/éﬁw Cwbz%a,w

Ross Carthew TechArborA

Senior Arboriculturist
Ross.Carthew@rpsgroup.com
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Appendices:

Table 1: Tree Schedule
Figure 1: Tree Survey Plan
Figure 2: Tree Protection Plan
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Tree Survey Schedule

MAKING
Site 99 Hartland Rd, Reading Surveyor: David Cox F (égg/l\l{bLEx
Project schedule ref: JSL4864_750 Status:
Drawing reference: JSL4864_700 Revision:
Survey date:  26/05/2023 Notes:

Crown spread (m) Height of Estimated Tree
Height Stem Stemno. crown Dir/ Age Structural Physiological General observations remaining Quality

SEED (1)) N E s W dia. (m) at1.5m clearance height class condition condition Management recommendations contribution Category

(m) (years) (BS5837)

Acer platanoides

1 Norway Maple 7.0 30 30 3.0 3.0 020 1.00 2.50 S Y Good Good Set adjacent fence. Some potential. +40 B2
2 Tf_'iifnzp' 50 20 30 30 30 020  1.00 2.50 w Y Good Good  Set off site, adjacent fence. Some potential. +40 B2
3 Tf_'iifnzp' 50 20 30 30 30 020  1.00 2.50 w Y Good Good  Set off site, adjacent fence. Some potential. +40 B2
4 SEEE:‘CUS nigra 40 10 20 30 20 g:gg 2.00 2.00 s M Fair Fair Mature elder. Bias to south. +10 c3

5 Fraxinus excelsior 120 70 7.0 80 80 070  1.00 4.50 w M Good Good  Offsite. Fine Ash, in good current vigour. Broad form. +20 A2
Common Ash

Acer campestre, Crataegus
monogyna, Sambucus nigra, Acer
G1 platanoides 3.0 See plan <0.10 Var 0.00 - Y Fair Good Off site shrubbery/planting. +20 C2
Field Maple, Common Hawthorn,
Elder, Norway Maple

Acer platanoides, Sambucus nigra,
Crataegus monogyna, Prunus avium,

G2 Acer campestre 6.0 See plan Up to Var 250 W Y Eair Good Off site shrubbery, oversails boundary fence. Maple and Cherry +20 c2
0.10 larger trees.
Norway Maple, Elder, Common
Hawthorn, Wild Cherry, Field Maple
p1 Ligustrum ovalifolium 15 See plan <0.05  Var 0.00 - M Good Good  Clipped hedge. +10 c2

Oval-leaved Privet

Note: This survey is based on a brief visual inspection from the ground.
It is not intended as a full arboricultural inspection.
JSL4864_750 # - Indicates estimated tree. * - Indicates off site tree. Page 1 of 1
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N Notes
. This drawing has been prepared in accordance with the scope of RPS'’s

appointment with its client and is subject to the terms and conditions of that
appointment. RPS accepts no liability for any use of this document other than
by its client and only for the purposes for which it was prepared and provided.

. If received electronically it is the recipients responsibility to print to correct scale.
Only written dimensions should be used.

.
S h u b th I Cket 3. Where applicable Ordnance Survey (c) Crown Copyright 2023
All rights reserved. Licence number 0100031673
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Tree with numbered reference.
h“w Canopy spread and BS5837:2012 tree

quality category as shown below.

Vegetation group with numbered reference.
Canopy extents and BS5837:2012 tree quality

category as shown below.

Hedge with numbered reference.
Width and BS5837:2012 tree quality category
as shown below.
BS 5837:2012 Tree Quality Categories - Table 1
@ Category A - High quality
. Category B - Moderate quality
’ Category C - Low quality
. Category U - Unsuitable for retention

Root protection area (RPA)
Calculated in accordance with Section
4.6 - BS5837:2012

NOTES:

. Refer to RPS Tree Survey Report & Schedule for further details.

. Survey based on a visual inspection from the ground and is not intended as
a full arboricultural inspection.

. Plan produced in accordance with recommendations set out in BS
5837:2012 - 'Trees in Relation to design, demolition and construction'.

. Due to the legal protection afforded to breeding birds vegetation removal
should not take place during the bird nesting period; generally, although not
restricted to, March - August inclusive.

. Survey based upon topographic survey produced by Siteline Geomatic
Surveyors in Eastleigh, November 2022.
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T5 to be reduced back by 2-3m and
G2 to be 'faced back' by 1-2m in
order to provide construction space.

Patio

Flat Roof

H1 to be 'faced back' by 1m
to provide construction space.
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1 Standard scaffold poles
2 Heavy gauge 2 m tall galvanized tube and welded mesh infill panels
3 Panels secured to uprights and cross-members with wire ties
4 Ground level
5 Uprights driven into the ground until secure (minimum depth 0.6 m)
6 Standard scaffold clamps Reproduced from BS5837:2012 (Fig:2)

Tor protective Barrier Figure 3 Examples of above-ground stabilizing systems

DETAILA
Tree protection barrier
(Not to scale)

0

b) Stabilizer strut mounted on block tray

DETAILB
Tree protection barrier
(Not to scale)

Reproduced from BS5837:2012 (Fig:3)
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Notes

1. This drawing has been prepared in accordance with the scope of RPS’s
appointment with its client and is subject to the terms and conditions of that
appointment. RPS accepts no liability for any use of this document other than
by its client and only for the purposes for which it was prepared and provided.
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If received electronically it is the recipients responsibility to print to correct scale.
Only written dimensions should be used.
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Where applicable Ordnance Survey (c) Crown Copyright 2023
Al rights reserved. Licence number 0100031673

3

Tree with numbered reference.

Canopy spread and BS5837:2012 tree

quality category as shown below.

Tree (location estimated) with numbered reference.
Canopy spread and BS5837:2012 tree quality
category.

Tree off-site with numbered reference. Canopy
spread and BS5837:2012 tree quality category.

Vegetation group with numbered reference.
Canopy extents and BS5837:2012 tree quality
category as shown below.

Hedge with numbered reference.

Width and BS5837:2012 tree quality category
as shown below.

BS 5837:2012 Tree Quality Categories - Table 1

Category A - High quality

ULHHE

. Category B - Moderate quality
. Category C - Low quality

. Category U - Unsuitable for retention

Root protection area (RPA)
Calculated in accordance with Section
4.6 - BS5837:2012

Tree to be removed with numbered
reference. Canopy spread and
BS5837:2012 tree quality category.

Vegetation group or hedge to be removed
with numbered reference. Canopy spread
and BS5837:2012 tree quality category.

Temporary protective fencing in accordance
with Section 6.2 - BS5837:2012. See inset
details for example barriers.

Excavation to be completed by hand, any
required root pruning to be in accordance
with BS 3998. Pruning of roots over
25mm@ to be monitored by arboriculturalist,
with ongoing monitoring of trees condition
by an arboriculturalist being recommended.

Above ground construction requiring
"No-dig" design principles in
accordance with APN12.

Above ground construction requiring
"No-dig" design principles in accordance
with APN12. Works to be completed as
part of landscape works after main
construction works have been completed,
using light/ hand tools only.

NOTES:

* Refer to RPS Tree Survey Report & Schedule for further details.

* Survey based on a visual inspection from the ground and is not intended as a
full arboricultural inspection.

e Plan produced in accordance with recommendations set out in BS 5837:2012 -
'Trees in Relation to design, demolition and construction'.

* Due to the legal protection afforded to breeding birds vegetation removal should
not take place during the bird nesting period; generally, although not restricted
to, March - August inclusive.

* Survey based upon topographic survey produced by Siteline Geomatic
Surveyors in Eastleigh, November 2022.

e Pedestrian/ vehicular emergency access routes to be maintained at all times.

e Al protective fencing to be completed and approved by LPA / CA prior to
commencment of any site works.

e Al works to conform with requirements of:

BS 3998:2010 - Tree Works
BS 5837:2012 - Trees in relation to design, demolition
and construction
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