
Former John Lewis Depot, Letcombe Street, Reading 43

LANDSCAPE STRATEGY

MAY 2024  

FORMER JOHN LEWIS DEPOT, LETCOMBE STREET, READING
  (ALSO KNOWN AS JLP MILL LANE)

Mill Lane Frontage Indicative Plant List & Calendar
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The Mill Lane frontage planting palette contains a variety of evergreen and deciduous 
plants providing interest through the year. Carefully selected species which will 
thrive in this context are selected for their shade tolerance.  There is a large range of 
colours and textures, creating different character areas, with accent plants giving an 
element of consistency also. The overall impression changes with the seasons, with 
herbaceous plants most prominent in the summer and evergreen structure through 
the winter. This arrangement will greatly enhance the streetscape quality of Mill Lane.
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Wellness Garden & Neighbourhood Garden Indicative Plant List & Calendar
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The courtyard gardens’ planting palette contains a variety of evergreen and deciduous 
plants providing interest throughout the year.  There is a large range of colours, 
textures and scents, creating a rich character, with accent plants giving an element 
of consistency. The character changes over the year, with herbaceous plants most 
prominent in the summer and evergreen structure throughout the winter.
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Building Perimeter Indicative Plant List  & Calendar
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The planting palette around the building perimeter contains a variety of evergreen and 
deciduous plants providing interest throughout the year. The indicative species have 
been selected for their suitability to the varied conditions around the perimeter. 
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Landscape Maintenance
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Landscape Management and Maintenance

JLP will be responsible for maintenance of the landscape areas. 
The landscape design takes realistic consideration of future 
maintenance. The detailed maintenance schedules will take 
account of a combination of factors, in order of priority.

	■ Safety

	■ Public access

	■ Biodiversity

	■ Delivery of design intent

	■ Operation of the building

	■ Efficient use of resources

The planning application site is mostly owned by JLP, but also includes 
landscape enhancement to some areas of Reading Borough Council 
highway land. All these areas are proposed to be maintainted by 
JLP, subject to formal agreement with Reading Borough Council. 
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Public Consultation
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Landscape Design Evolution Following DRP
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DRAFT

Proposed Specimen Trees - refer to drawing SY743-000-0051  General 
Arrangement - Tree Planting Plan

Hedge - evergreen, yew maintained at 700mm high

Planting beds - medium height shrubs and perennials

Planting beds - low height shrubs and perennials 

Grassed area, generally mounded

Footway paving to Highway Authority adoptable standard 

Concrete block paving to Highway Authority adoptable standard 

Resin bound aggregate surfacing, wtih aluminium edging

Gabion wall retaining edge with timber seating, nom. 550 high

Concrete flag maintenance margin, nom. 300 wide

Kingpost / sleeper retaining wall to Crossland Road

Steel guardrail

Natural rocks as playable landscape

Timber playable landscape features

Loose furnishings (indicative)

Hedge - mixed native species, maintained at nom. 1100mm high

Pre-cast concrete steps

Gabion wall retaining edge, nom. 500 high

Steel gates (Swing)

Brick retaining wall with balustrade guarding where required.
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Steel gates (Sliding)

Raised timber planters for community
vegetable and herb growing. Provided in both Neighbourhood and Residents 
garden

Small set stone paving

Proposed Landscape March 2024 Pre App 08

Proposed Landscape January 2024 DRP

Following the feedback recieved from the Design Review Panel 
and the intial phase of the public consultation we worked to 
refine the proposal ahead of the second round consultation 
and  the subsequent submission of the planning application.

During the refinement process, the following were 
significant improvements that were made to the 
proposal in response to that feedback: 

	■ Increased overall size of the courtyard gardens.

	■ Improved step free access from Mill Lane.

	■ Refined tree layout following comments from Tree officer. 
Allowing for mature canopy sizes and proximity to the building.

	■ Aligned landscape layout complimenting interior spaces, 
creating spill out spaces within the courtyard gardens.

	■ Succinct materiality throughout landscape and 
introduction of a continuous hard surface.

	■ Improved arrival experience.

	■ Developed movement network throughout.

	■ Maximised green space.

	■ Further development of SUDs strategy. Through 
permeable paving and planting areas.

	■ Introduction of landscape integrated play areas 
within the neighbourhood garden.

	■ Incorperation of nooks with seating outside of the spill out spaces.

	■ Refined social terrace within the Wellness Garden.

Proposed Landscape January 2024 Post DRP

Proposed Landscape February 2024 




