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9.4	 Building Typology Development 

Elevation Breakdown

The building can be broken down into three typologies based on the proposed 
uses and their location on site. 

		  Typology 1 

		  Typology 2 

		  Typology 3 

The above shows the rationale in defining these typologies, and overview as 
well as precedents that are related to each typology. 

Typology 1 Typology 3Typology 2

Rational proportions and a layered weaving of 
facade elements are used to provide a strong 
vertical frontage opposite the large grain 
buildings North of Mill Lane

Horizontal banding and lighter brick tones 
wrap the building and respond to the adjacent 
conservation area. Brick detailing and bay 
windows are also referenced.

Connecting buildings which join the three 
fingers. Datum lines establish a clear base, 
middle and top. Window bays and horizontal 
banding provide a connection to Typology 2.

321

Primary vertical emphasis Ordered fenestrationComplementary brick tones

Light grey brick with refined detailingVertical columns and horizontal banding Horizontal banding, door surround 
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9.5	 Typology Principles

Key

		  Typology 1

		  Typology 2 

		  Typology 3 

Typology 1

Vertical emphasis with layered horizontal weave elements

Responds to large scale and grain buildings to the north

Typology 2 & 3

Horizontal emphasis with layered vertical weave elements

References and responds to the conservation area character to the east and 
south
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9.6	 North Elevation Facade Layering 

03 - A frame is overlaid allowing a second facade layer to weave through the body of the building 04 - Fenestration and facade details add another level of articulation to the facade

01 - Vertical emphasis is established through the building’s massing facade set backs 02 - The first layer of horizontal weaving is introduced to the base and upper levels through colonnades and set backs



111

John Lewis Partnership BTR

Reading Borough Council Pre App Meeting
Reading, Mill Lane 

August 2023

Former John Lewis Depot, Letcombe Street (also known as JLP Mill Lane) - Design & Access Statement

Crossland Road Letcombe Street 

9.7	 North Elevation

Horizontal banding 
as seen within the 

adjacent conservation 
area  

Red brick weaves 
through north facade

Building signage

Glazing to plant rooms 
and cycle store

Large ground floor 
openings reflect the 

proportions of the 
conservation area
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9.8	 East Elevation

Crossland Road Mill Lane

Horizontal banding 
defines datum lines

Window bays and 
rational ordering 

respond to the 
conservation area

Building form steps 
to respond to the 

conservation area

A329



113

John Lewis Partnership BTR

Reading Borough Council Pre App Meeting
Reading, Mill Lane 

August 2023

Former John Lewis Depot, Letcombe Street (also known as JLP Mill Lane) - Design & Access Statement

9.9	 South Elevation

Crossland Road Letcombe Street 

Dual aspect units with 
deck access

Dual aspect units with 
deck access

Horizontal 
banding as seen 

within the adjacent 
conservation area  

Neighbourhood  
Garden open to 

public




