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Character of Urban Quarter

The informal urban grid in this quarter has a 
great deal of variety and is partly characterised 
by a good number of green spaces. These vary 
hugely in terms of ownership, use, degree of 
public access, maintenance and character. 
However, together they all make a significant 
contribution to the quality of the public realm. 
Our development will also contribute with two 
courtyard gardens and the Mill Lane Frontage.

Wellness Garden

Townsend House 

Saxon Court courtyard gardens

St Giles Close pocket park

Neighbourhood Garden

Mill Lane Frontage

Southampton Street / Deansgate Road

St Giles churchyard

Fynmore House private garden

Quaker Meeting House graveyard

The Oracle Riverside
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Existing Condition

View of existing warehouse looking across 
Letcombe Street.

View of site from Mill Lane, showing existing 
trees and scrub.

View of Site from Crossland Road, showing 
gradient of existing public realm.

View of existing warehouse looking across 
Crossland Road.
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Green Infrastructure

We think about landscape elements as green infrastructure. There are 
many areas where the Former John Lewis Depot, Letcombe Street, 
Reading landscape design will be technically integrated with other 
design strands, working hard to achieve a restorative environment. 

	■ Public realm design for active travel priority

	■ Activity coordinated with sun/shade

	■ Tree planting helping manage solar gain and internal daylight

	■ Tree species selected to improve air quality

	■ Planting with climate change resilience

	■ Microclimate sensitivity

	■ Wind : shelter and mitigation

	■ Nature based SUDS solutions

	■ Permeable paving

	■ Biodiverse planting, native focus

	■ Vertical greening, biodiverse roofs

	■ Manageable planting, robust concept

	■ Materiality, low embodied carbon

	■ Facilitate residents growing food
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Opportunities and Constraints

Opportunities:

- Create two courtyard spaces

- Maximise green space

- Increase biodiversity and habitat

- Improve accessibility

- Increase community offering

- Create active frontage

- Incorperate biosolar roof

Constraints:

- High traffic volume road (Mill Lane)

- Noise pollution

- Level changes 

- Retained public footway

- Adopted highway

Active Frontage

Courtyard Garden

Opportunities to Maximise Softscape in Public Realm

Sun Path

Proposed Building

Noise Pollution

Site Levels Increase
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Landscape Design Evolution
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Rev. Date Descript ion Revised by Checked by

NOTES

1. All dimensions in millimetres unless otherwise shown.
2. All levels in metres above Ordinance Datum (mAOD) unless otherwise shown.
3. All dimensions to be checked on site and any discrepancies reported to Employer
   before pricing / work starts.
4. Any ambiguities or discrepancies within this drawing and any other information given elsewhere 
     must be reported to Camlins and the Employer for clarification before pricing work proceeds.
5. All drawings to be read in conjunction with other Camlins drawings and specification 
   information as appropriate.
6. Refer to relevant Engineer's and Architect's information as appropriate for confirmation of all 
    engineering and architectural details.
7. All works to be carried out in accordance with the latest British Standards and appropriate codes 
    of practice as a minimum.

KEY

Extents of planning application

N

New Zealand House, Abbey Foregate,
Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY2 6FD

01743 290 779
www.camlins.com

Mill Lane, Reading

GA - Public Realm and Landscape
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DRAFT

Proposed Specimen Trees - refer to drawing SY743-000-0051  General 
Arrangement - Tree Planting Plan

Hedge - evergreen, yew maintained at 700mm high

Planting beds - medium height shrubs and perennials

Planting beds - low height shrubs and perennials 

Grassed area, generally mounded

Footway paving to Highway Authority adoptable standard 

Concrete block paving to Highway Authority adoptable standard 

Resin bound aggregate surfacing, wtih aluminium edging

Gabion wall retaining edge with timber seating, nom. 550 high

Concrete flag maintenance margin, nom. 300 wide

Kingpost / sleeper retaining wall to Crossland Road

Steel guardrail

Natural rocks as playable landscape

Timber playable landscape features

Loose furnishings (indicative)

Hedge - mixed native species, maintained at nom. 1100mm high

Pre-cast concrete steps

Gabion wall retaining edge, nom. 500 high

Steel gates (Swing)

Brick retaining wall with balustrade guarding where required.
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Steel gates (Sliding)

Raised timber planters for community
vegetable and herb growing. Provided in both Neighbourhood and Residents 
garden

Small set stone paving

Early development sketch. Landscape proposal January 2024 showing initial biophillic design for both courtyards.

Following feedback and coordination, simplified ammonite forms were introduced into the design.




