
 

 

Reading Borough Council 
 
FAO: M Burns Esq. 
By email  
 

15th July 2024 
 
Planning Practice Guidance: Non-statutory consultees  
Paragraph 022 Reference ID: 15-022-20140306 
 
Application Ref: PL/24/0846 
Site: Napier Court, Napier Road, Reading 
Proposal: Demolition of existing buildings and  erection of new buildings of 11 and 12 
storeys, with amenity space at roof level (part indoor and set back), to provide 576 
build to rent residential dwellings (Class C3) with residential amenity space, parking, 
landscaping and associated engineering works.   
Sport England Reference: PA/24/SE/RG/68392 
 
Dear Mtthew, 
 
Thank you for consulting Sport England on the above application. Sport England 
provides the following comments for your consideration. 
 
The site is not considered to form part of, or constitute a playing field as defined The 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 
2015 (Statutory Instrument 2015 No. 595), therefore Sport England has considered 
this a non-statutory consultation.  
 
Sport England – Non Statutory Role and Policy 
 
The Government, within their Planning Practice Guidance (Open Space, Sports and 
Recreation Facilities Section) advises Local Planning Authorities to consult Sport 
England on a wide range of applications: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/open-space-
sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space#open-
space-sports-and-recreation-facilities  
 
This application falls within the scope of the above guidance as it relates to: a 
residential development of 300 dwellings or more. 
 
It is understood that is a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) charging authority and 
as such, the proposed development is required to provide CIL contribution in 
accordance with the Councils adopted CIL Charging Schedule. 
 
It is acknowledged that there is no requirement to identify where those CIL monies will 
be directed as part of the determination of any application. That said, Sport England 
would encourage the Council to consider the sporting needs arising from the 
development as well as the needs identified in its Infrastructure Delivery Plan (or 
similar) and direct those monies to deliver new and improved facilities for sport. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space#open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space#open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space#open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities


   
 

 
 

 
 
The absence of an objection to this application, in the context of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, cannot be taken as formal support or consent from Sport England or any 
National Governing Body of Sport to any related funding application, or as may be 
required by virtue of any pre-existing funding agreement. 
 
Thank you once again for consulting Sport England. We would be grateful if you would 
advise us of the outcome of the application by forwarding a copy of the decision notice.  
 
If you would like any further information or advice, please contact the undersigned  
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
Bob 
 
Bob Sharples RIBA ARB MRTPI   
Principal Planning Manager - South Team Planning & Active Environments 
 
E: bob.sharples@sportengland.org  
T: 07830 315030 
 
cc B Stanesby Esq. RBC
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