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Memo

To:
Marcie Rejwerska, Planning
From:
Sarah Hanson, Natural Environment Officer, Planning 

CC:
 

Date:
8 August 2024
Re:
Consultation on an Application
Application Number: 240829








Application Type: Full Planning Approval

Address: Royal Berkshire Hospital London Road Reading  RG1 5AN
Proposal: Construction of a new clinical block designed for the Urology Service
As you are aware, a Urology Block was approved in July last year (app ref 230321).  The approved site plan showed the following layout:
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As within my comments for that application, some tree felling had taken place at some stage prior to submission (and post 2014 approval here), including the most significant tree on the site. Landscape principles were agreed (indicately shown above, with a more detailed landscape plan provided), to include 10 trees and other planting, with details secured by condition.

The current proposals are shown below, as per Proposed External Works Plan Rev P1:
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The proposals indicate tree planting (9 trees) and shrub planting and the key states: ‘Refer to plant schedule for species & specification’, however I can’t find this?  Clarity is required.
The Landscape and Ecological Management Plan submitted was written for the previous application hence does not show current proposals – it should be up-dated.

With reference to the Arboricultural Report ref 24134 dated June 2024 from Sylva Consultancy, this confirms the removal of 3 ‘B’ category Poplar trees in the car park to the south ‘to allow a crane to be present’ (also identified for removal under 240922/DEMO).  No other trees are specifically identified for removal, albeit 4.3.1 states: ‘Trees T3 & T4 are young specimens which could be transplanted should  this be considered desirable’ – I take this to mean their removal is intended, especially as they are not shown on the External Works Plan, albeit it is not clear if removal is required?  The remaining tree (in the immediate vicinity of the proposal) is a ‘B’ category Hornbeam (T2) which does not appear to be impacted by the proposal, hence should be retained – it is not identified in the report for removal.  However I note it is not shown on the External Works plan but a new tree is shown in its place – why?
The proposed drainage strategy does not show the current layout (with walkways and landscape areas), as it should, in order to demonstrate no conflicts and that it’s appropriate to the current design:
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In conclusion, whilst this application is likely to be supported in tree and landscape terms there is clarity required on existing trees and amendments to documents required before final comments can be given.
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