


Planning
Memo
To:	Marcie Rajwerska, Planning
From:	Andrei Nazare, Natural Environment Officer, Planning  
Date:	4th June 2024
Re:	Consultation on an Application
Application No: 240149
Address: 122 Kidmore Road
Proposal: Replacement dwelling
This site was subject to previous application seeking permission for side and rear extensions – planning permission was granted on 12 May 2023.
As the dwelling subject to previous application has since been demolished, this application seeks permission for a replacement dwelling. The replacement dwelling footprint does not exceed that of the previous dwelling + approved extensions, hence is agreeable in principle.  It is a pity, however, that in designing a new dwelling, the opportunity to improve the relationship between the dwelling and existing TPO trees has not been taken.  However, the internal room layout should minimise conflict.
Two Oak trees that overhang the site from no .120 are T1 and T2 of TPO 393/06 – mitigating harm to these trees during construction works and managing the future pressure to prune the trees are important criteria in assessing the application.
Existing trees.
With reference to the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Ref. J240390-GGC-XX-XX-T-ARB-0600 Issue 2 dated 9th May 2024, the following are noted:
Two Yew trees (T6 and T7 on the Tree Survey) must be removed to enable development. As they have previously suffered from development (neighbouring garage) and intensive pruning, their removal is agreeable subject to replacement planting.
The revised report addresses the additional ground works necessary to erect the replacement building – e.g. the rain water pipe crossing the RPA of T14, running to the new soakaway in the rear garden.
Landscaping.
This is effectively a re-development of the site and two trees must be removed to enable development but no landscaping scheme has been submitted.
Kidmore Road is a designated ‘area with high treescape value’ in our Tree Strategy and adjacent to a Green Link, as such in line with the Local Plan’s policies EN12, EN14 and CC7 and the aims of our Tree Strategy, landscaping principles must be demonstrated before the application can be supported.
In their e-mail of 3rd May 2024, John Wenman Ecological Consultancy mentions the planting of 1 new tree in the rear garden. This is not enough to compensate for the loss of 2 trees – and is not in a location visible from the street, as the two Yew trees to be removed are. Anyhow, this brief mention is not enough to demonstrate commitment to tree planting.
The application fails to demonstrate landscaping principles and fails to provision tree planting, hence leading to a negative net gain in trees on site following development. As such, it is contrary to objectives 4 and 11 of our Tree Strategy and to policies EN12, EN14 and CC7 of the Local Plan. 
However, this objection is easy to address: a simple landscape plan should be submitted. It should indicate at least 3 new trees to be planted (ideally one on the frontage), or more if required to demonstrate a BNG (if not provided by other biodiversity enhancements), and an indicative species palette. Once this is provided, the application will be supported in terms of landscaping.
In conclusion, we raise no objection in terms of tree protection, but object the proposed development for the landscaping reasons given above.
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