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THE ORACLE CENTRE - VUE CINEMA
Client: Hammerson Ltd.

HDA Ref: 1092.1

Date: 12" December 2022

TECHNICAL NOTE TO ACCOMPANY BIODIVERSITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT

CALCULATION

1.

This briefing note accompanies the Biodiversity Impact Assessment calculation
prepared in relation to development proposals at the Vue Cinema, Oracle Centre,
Reading.

The Biodiversity Impact Assessment calculation is based on an adaptation of the
Yield Hall Place 02 — Amenity Roof Terraces — General Arrangement Plan and Public
Realm — General Arrangement Key Plan represented by the following plans: BIA
Broad Habitats Proposals and BIA Linear Habitats Proposals (Appendix 1).

The Biodiversity Impact Assessment calculator used was Defra’'s May 2022
Biodiversity Metric 3.1 Calculation Tool. The plans associated with the calculation are
provided within Appendix 1 and extracts from the assessment calculator are included
within Appendix 2.

Broad habitats

The calculation for the losses and gains in broad habitats (e.g. grassland, scrub)
indicated on the Yield Hall Place 02 — Amenity Roof Terraces — General Arrangement
Plan and Public Realm — General Arrangement Key Plan, are summarised in Table
1 below.

Table 1: Summary of losses and gains in broad habitats

Baseline et devgli?epment on Onsite Change
Habitat Existing Existing Proposed Proposed Area Onsite Unit
group area (ha) value area (ha) value change change
(biodiversity (biodiversity (ha) (biodiversity
units) units) units)
Grassland 0 0 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01
Heathland 0.01 0.05 0.01 0.05 0.00 0.00
and shrub
Urban 0.70 1.42 0.73 1.86 0.03 0.44

The calculations for the losses and gains in broad habitats (e.g. grassland, scrub)
indicated on the plans in Appendix 1 identify that the emerging development
proposals would result in a net gain of biodiversity units for broad habitats of +0.45
units. This is a 30.72% gain compared to the baseline value of the site, thereby
providing a strong indication that the proposed development does provide an on-site
biodiversity net gain.

Oracle Centre — The Vue/BIA Calculation/1092.1/FF/Dec 2022




Landscape Architecture
Masterplanning
Ecology

6. In addition, the value of the site for biodiversity could be further enhanced through
delivery of measures which are not represented in the Biodiversity Impact
Assessment calculation!. These measures include:

e Provision of features for bats and breeding birds on buildings and existing trees;

e Use of fruit and nut producing species, and pollen and nectar-rich species in
the formal landscape planting scheme;

e Provision of log and brash piles around scrub edges and on rooftops to provide
habitat for invertebrates, amphibians and reptiles; and

e Sensitive use of lighting to avoid adverse effects on nocturnal wildlife.

Linear habitats

7. The Linear Impact Assessment calculation based on the loss/gain of ‘linear features’
(e.g. hedgerows or treelines) arising from the emerging proposals identifies a total
increase in biodiversity units for linear habitats of +0.06 units (gain). This is a 100%
increase over the baseline value of the site, thereby providing a strong indication that
the development proposals would deliver a substantial biodiversity net gain for linear
habitats.

Conclusion

8. The Biodiversity Impact Assessment calculation based on the emerging landscape
scheme therefore indicates that a net gain for both ‘broad habitats’ and ‘linear
habitats’ will arise as a result of the proposals?.

1 This is due to inherent limitations in the Defra metric calculator.
2 Please note that the calculation is provisional and should be reviewed at appropriate design stages.
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Appendix 1

Supporting plans
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Appendix 2

Extracts from Defra’s 2022 Biodiversity Metric 3.1 Calculation Tool
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Return to

Headline Results results menu

Habitat units 1.41
On-site baseline Hedgerow units 0.00
River units 0.00
. . . Habitat units 1.92
On-site post-intervention [ P— 0.06
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement) River units 0.00
. 0 Habitat units 30.72%
On-site net % Change Hedgerow units 100.00%
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement) [ —— 0.00%
Habitat units 0.00
Off-site baseline Hedgerow units 0.00
River units 0.00
. . . Habitat units 0.00
Off-site post-intervention Hedgerow units 0.00
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement) [ —— 0.00
. Habitat units 0.45
Total net unit change Hedgerow uis 0,06
(including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement) River units 0.00
. . Habitat units 30.72%
Total on-site net % change plus off-site surplus Hedgerow s T00.00%
(including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement) [ —— 0.00%

Trading rules Satisfied?

Yes v




A-1 Site Habitat Baseline

Habitats and areas Distinotivenees |  Condition Strategic significance Eoologioal ‘Retention category biodivezsity value Comments.
baselne : : Tor
) . A ‘habitat lossen A A Bageline | Bassline. T agreed
Rot|  Broad Habitat Habitet Type (hocrares) |Pistootvezes | Condition Strategio significance Total habitat uits e | cmma g | mis | unte [ AreaBBEl | o | usacosptable Assoasor comments Reviewer comments
relgined | enhanced Iosees
[Fasses citeria 3 and 3 only, therefore poor condition
o . — o | | v [ ennneree [ v | o |om | w0 | w | om
2 Uban Developed land; sedled surface 05128 Viow NA-Omer | Arewcompensalionnotinlocal suatei/ o | Gompengation Not Required 000 o o 000 000 051 000 o conditon sssesement reuired
Condiion local srategyl mo 5 No condition assessment required
3 Urban Ground level planters 0004 Low . e ) 001 o o 000 000 000 ool
Condition Tocal o No condition assessment required
. Uban Introduced shrub 0008 Low o P . 00z o o 000 000 001 002
local srategyl mo s
5 Urban Vacant/derelictland) bareground 00011 Low Poor e o 001 o o 000 000 ool ool
5 urban rees passing crleria 1 and 2
s Ueban Unbanree oo Vedium poor [Lecaioncedogialy desiaio ut ot oca 0 oo e | om 000 000
+ Uban rees passing critena 2,3 and 5 wilh 2 o
7 Unban Unban Tree 01465 Vedium Vererge [1ocaionecaogialydesiabl ut ot oo 120 o [ 000 000 passngs
&
0 | |
10 | |
11
Total Eabitatarea | 071 T4t 017 000 Ié [ om 055 004
Total area lost (axoluding area of Urban
treea and Green walls) o088




A-2 Site Habitat Creation |

Post development/ post itervention habitats

i ss | Condition Strategic s Temporal multiplier Difficulty P Gomments
i i Area Final tims to i
Broad Habitat Proposed habitat " Final difficulty its
(nectares) | Distinctiveness | Condition Strategic significance Standard or adjusted tims to target condition target e || ez Assessor comments Reviewer comments
Arealcompensation not in locdl stateqy o Texrrace lawn, moderate condition achieved
rassland Modified grassland Low Moderate gyt Standard time to target condition applied 4 Low 001 |due to assumed absence of scrub, Bracken
cal srategy and bare ground, additionally grassland
must have at least 6-8 species per m2
P— Area ensatio t in local strategy/
Urban Allotments ).0016 Low Poor rea/compen: qu"u’fmz;y rategy/ no Standard time to target condition applied Low 000  |Veg plots for residents, assumed poor
e condition as it is unknow what will be planted
sumed to have a varied depth (80
150mm) least 50% of tot
150mm, be planted/pre-prey
wildflowers and sedun
Locati ecologically desirable but not in loca -
Urban Biodiverse green roof Medium Moderate | H0°880n £0010G! o \Zq‘v © butnotinfoeat Standard time to target condition applied 5 Medium 0.27
dleja davidii should be considered as a
schedule ‘
[precautionary basis, condition of roof dowr
graded to moderate however it is possible
ood condition could be acheived
Urban eloped land; sealed surface V.low NiA - Otner | Area/comp 9"‘1‘()::1?“2 ;;al strategy/ no Standard time to target condition applied 0 Medium 0.00 Hardstanding, walkways and building, 10
condition assessment required
Condifion | o ensation not in local srateqy/ 10 [All omamental scrub and flower planting on
Urban Introduced shrub Low essment gyt Standard time to target condition applied 1 Low 010 terraces and at ground level, no condition
o cal strategy reauired
9 urban trees passing criteria 2, all trees also
- 00266 M Locati ecologically desirable but not in loca
Utban Utban Tree 00366 Medium Poor O ey e ot aes Standard time to target condition applied Low 011  [pass either criteria 1 or 6 but no more than 2
strategy criteria met for any tree
‘Total habitat area_ 0.57 0.49
Site Area (Excluding area of Urban trees and Green walls) | 0.63




B-2 Site Hedge Creation

Proposed habitats Strategic significance Temporal multiplier
e i ; inal i il delivered
Baselineref | hedge Habitat type Leagth | pyinotiveness | Condition Strategic significance Standard or adjusted tims totarget | Final time totarget | oy o IR eat o b e Reviewerlcoztments
(am) condion condion/years :
number creation
i [Roof te hed 3 diti
1 Hedge Ornamental Non Native 0028 — boor Area/compens?llon ot in local strategy/ no Standard time to target condition 1 = - 00f terrace hedgerows, no condition
Jocal strateqy. erenlizsl required
i [Roof te hed 3 diti
2 Hedge Ornamental Non Native 0028 — boor Area/compens?llon ot in local strategy/ no Standard time to target condition 1 = 260 oof terrace hedgerows, no condition
local strateqy applied required
i [Roof te hed 3 diti
3 Hedge Ornamental Non Native 0.006 — boor Area/compens?llon ot in local strategy/ no Standard time to target condition 1 = - 0of terrace hedgerows, no condition
local strateqy applied required
4
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