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Proposed erection of a 4-storey building comprising 3 x 2-bed flats and 1 x 1-bed flat.  
Single storey rear extension, third storey extension with associated internal alterations. 
 

This document is prepared in support of application at 58 Kings Road, Reading. 

 

1- Introduction 

 

The application site is located in Central Reading and fronts Crane Wharf immediately adjacent the 

River Kennet at the rear and Kings Road at the front. The proposal would be located to the rear of 

the existing building which is used as a tarmacked parking area. There is no landscaping present 

on site.  
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Figure 3 - Areial view of the proposal showing proposed green areas. 

 

 

2- Biodiversity, ecological statement and landscape principles 

 

The proposal will result in net increase of biodiversity due to the introduction of green areas 

which are not present on site. The site is tarmacked and used as a parking area.  

  

The use of green roofs and green areas (garden for flat 1 gf) provides new urban habitat for plants 

and animals, like birds and insects, thereby increasing biodiversity among other benefits (e.g., 

improved air quality etc.). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, additional enhancements will be implemented listed below:  

 

Bat Boxes 

 

In order to provide roosting opportunities for bats, bat boxes will be installed on new build and on 

the existing property. The boxes will be positioned in accordance with best practice, indicative 

locations are shown on (Appendix A) and a guidance document with the types of bat boxes is 

attached at Appendix B. 

 

Bird Boxes 

 

Bird boxes are installed to encourage birds to take up residence and breed on site. Orientation of 

the boxes makes little difference if they are out of the prevailing wind and not exposed to long 

hours of sunshine. However, generally bird boxes should be placed with a north / north- east 
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facing aspect, which will avoid exposure to strong sunlight and the wettest winds, and at a suitable 

height to reduce the risk of predation. 

 

A selection of boxes suitable for a range of species has been proposed (Appendix B). In the context 

of this scheme, up to 2no. box will be integrated in the fabric of the building.  

 

 

3- Conclusion 

 

The implementation of the above provided as part of the development, will ensure that the 

provisions of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2019) and local Planning Policies are 

upheld and there will be a net gain of biodiversity on the site, and it will result in a significant 

improvement of the current existing conditions on site.  

 

 

 
 

Yours sincerely,  
 

 

Elton Disha 

B.Arch (Hons) , MSc Architecture (equiv.) 

(For and on behalf of Creative Design and Structure Ltd) 
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Appendix D 
 

Biodiversity Enhancement Plan 
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Appendix B 

 
Bird and bat box guidance document 

 

Overview 

 

The boxes used should be made of woodcrete material (or equivalent) wherever possible and be positioned in accordance 

with good practice. All the boxes can be obtained from the following suppliers: 

 

Jacobi Jayne https://www.livingwithbirds.com/ 

Envisage Wildcare https://www.wildcare.co.uk/ 

NHBS www.nhbs.com 

 

Bird Box Installation Guidance 

 

The requirements for nest boxes vary between species. However, there are some general rules to follow: 

 

- Boxes should be located in a sheltered position out of strong sunlight, wind and rain. Generally, this means that the box 

should be positioned somewhere between the northeast and southeast side of a structure. 

- For extra shelter, smaller boxes should be positioned at a slight forward angle. 

- Large open boxes should be angled upwards when mounted to allow the nest to rest naturally at the back of the box. 

- Boxes should be positioned out of the reach of predators where possible (e.g. cats). 

- A density of around 10 bird boxes per hectare is acceptable. 

- Position boxes away from bird tables and other feeding areas where possible. 

 

Bat Box Installation Guidance 

 

- Boxes should be located in a sheltered position, out of strong wind, but exposed to sunlight for part of the day to 

provide solar warming. 

- When installed on trees, where possible boxes should be put up in groups of two or three, facing in different directions 

to allow bats access to a range of temperature conditions. Furthermore, it is recommended that, to avoid competition 

for bat boxes, bird boxes should also be installed on the same trees. 

- It should be ensured that the entrance hole to the box is kept clear, so that bats can access it freely. 

- Ideally bat boxes should be positioned near linear vegetation (e.g. a hedgerow). 

- When installing boxes on trees, the ideal position is at around 3-5 metres or more. 

- On buildings, boxes should be positioned high up by the eaves to avoid bats being predated by cats and other 

predators. 

- Boxes should be installed out of the direct line of artificial lighting, both current and to be installed.  

 

 

The following are some of the types of bird and bat boxes to be used:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nhbs.com/
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