


Planning
Memo
To:	Marcie Rejwerska, Planning
From:	Andrei Nazare, Natural Environment Officer, Planning  
Date:	4th July 2024
Re:	Consultation on an Application
Application No: 240415
Address: Land to South Of 104 Berkeley Avenue
Proposal: Erection of a detached dwelling with parking and amenity space
This site is located within the Air Quality Management Area therefore tree retention and planting are important criteria in assessing this application.
Existing trees
With reference to the Arboricultural Assessment & Method Statement Ref. AIA.BAR.2206.Sk02 dated 13 June 2024, the following are noted:
The provisioned tree protection measures demonstrate no harm to existing trees during or following the proposed development, therefore we have no objections to this application in this regard.
However, compared with the Tree Protection Plan secured for application ref. 240413, it appears that 1 Hawthorn tree and 1 Yew tree have be pre-emptively removed. I note from their comments on 13th May 2024 that Ecology have picked up on this.
To secure implementation of the Arboricultural Method Statement, if and when the application is granted planning permission, we should include condition L7a.
Landscaping
The Planning and Design and Access Statement dated March 2024 mentions new hedgerow and tree planting both within the site red boundary and off site – within the existing dwelling’s remaining garden area. However, please note that effectively all vegetation on the existing dwelling’s remaining garden area shown on the Proposed Block Plan is the same as that secured under application ref 220413. As such, it can’t be considered as vegetation net gain for this application.
With reference to the Proposed Block Plan Drg. No 005 Rev A dated 5/3/2024 (revised on 3/6/2024), I note the following:
No stand-alone landscaping plan has been submitted, therefore I will comment on the Proposed Block Plan which appears to include some landscaping elements. However, a Landscape Plan should be submitted prior to a decision to demonstrate landscaping principles.
The Legend is missing from the Proposed Block Plan – this must be added so the proposed planting is clear.
It appears that 3 new trees in the south-east corner and a hedgerow along the north-eastern boundary are provisioned, which is positive if confirmed by a Legend. If any hedge or tree planting is necessary to fill in gaps in the vegetation along the frontage boundary (or if there is an opportunity to do so), this should also be provided and shown on the landscape plan.
I await submission of a Landscaping Plan that includes a Legend with existing and proposed vegetation and with a species palette to demonstrate landscaping principles. A mix of native and wildlife friendly species should be the choice for trees and hedges. We will then secure the remaining landscaping details via condition.
In conclusion, the application is supported in terms of existing trees but it is not supported in terms of landscaping as it fails to demonstrate landscaping principles. We await submission of a landscaping plan, as requested above.
Please let me know if you do not expect any future submissions prior to a decision and are minded to grant planning permission and I will suggest appropriate conditions.
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