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Planning Officer
Reading Borough Council 
Civic Offices
Bridge Street
Reading RG1 2LU


13th March 2024


Planning application number: 240049


Dear Sir

Re: 39 Shaftsbury Road, Reading, Berks RG30 2QR

I refer to your recent communication and I am a little confused by the content.  

I was given to understand that you had visited site (perhaps you could clarify this) but clearly if you didn’t you would not be aware that a timber structure marginally lower than the proposed structure already exists and is used as utility room and boot room.  This structure being timber has been present for some 20 odd years and has been altered and repaired through the years and clearly any loss of light to the neighbour is as existing and is not going to be made worse by the proposal. (the differential in heigh is a mere 200mm – depth of flat roof joists and insulation). You should note as well that the existing structure is higher than the rear facing window of the neighbour’s property (see picture attached) 

There is no justification whatsoever on the grounds of daylight for refusal of this structure which projects the exact same distance as the existing structure to be demolished – you don’t need reminding that Permitted Development on this structure would allow a 3.0m projection with a pitched roof. I would also ask you to refer you to the history of DOE appeals on single storey extensions of which there are many and I have personal experience on this front.

I am hoping therefore as a Local Authority you don’t have any objection to people currently living in poor quality terraced housing attempting to update the standard of their life with a fully insulated extension which reduces heat loss and decreases fuel bills.

If you are not prepared to change your mind on this then I have been requested by my client to seek a meeting with you and your line manager at the earliest opportunity.

Yours faithfully



Greg Farrell
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Building & Design Consultant
Planning, Building Regulations & Structural Design

43 Wendover Way
Tilehurst

Reading
Berks RG30 4RU

Tel & Fax: 0118 941 6249
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