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1.0 Date of survey 
 
1.1 June 2023 
 
 
2.0 Surveyor 
 
2.1 Tim Pursey 
 
 
3.0 Instructions 
 
3.1 I am instructed to undertake an arboricultural impact assessment and 

provide details of tree protection to be employed at the property during 
demolition and construction works. 

 
3.2 Included within this document is a tree protection plan  

TP 3027/2304/TPP Rev A indicating positions of tree protection fencing 
and other protective measures. 

 
 
4.0 Report limitations 
 
4.1 All inspections were made from ground level, using binoculars where 

necessary. Should a more detailed inspection, by climbing or by 
elevated platform, be required then this will be highlighted within the 
survey recommendations. 

 
4.2 This document should be read in conjunction with a Tree Survey and 

Constraints Plan issued by Tim Pursey 6th June 2023. 
 
 
5.0 Arboricultural Impact Assessment 
 
5.1 I am instructed the application is for demolition of an existing building 

and erection of new building to allow a flexible use within classes, 
e(g)(ii), e(g)(iii), b2 & b8 and a series of physical works to reconfigure 
the site, new hard and soft landscaping and associated infrastructure 

 
5.2 The proposals will involve removal of 34 trees from the property; these 

are concentrated around the site boundaries. Trees T14, T15, G17, 
T18 and T20 will be retained and protected on site whilst works are 
ongoing. 

 
5.3 Oak T28 grows on an adjacent property at the western corner of the 

site and its canopy overhangs the site to a small extent; it will require 
some canopy pruning to accommodate the proposed new structure. 

 
5.4 The tree is a mature Oak which has been much reduced in the past. A 

nominal root protection area (RPA) has been shown within the tree 



Worton Grange, Reading 

 

Page 2 of 6 
©2024 Tim Pursey 

survey, but this is indicative only; the exact dimensions of the RPA are 
difficult to fully determine due to past management and current use of 
the site. 

 
5.5 The proposed works are unlikely to significantly harm the tree and 

there is no reason why it should not continue to grow on. 
 
5.6 Oak T20 is retained within the new scheme and the new hard 

landscaping is sited around 9m from the trunk of the tree; this is within 
the RPA when drawn as a circle. Consequently, given the soft open 
ground on the other three sides of the tree, the RPA has been modified 
in shape in accordance with BS5837:2012. This has retained the entire 
RPA by modifying its shape by some 15%; given the tree is of normal 
health, this figure is considered acceptable. 

 
5.7 Mulch will be applied to the base of Oak T20 to improve growing 

conditions and to promote continuing good health. 
 
5.8 Protective fencing is proposed around retained trees T14, T15, G17, 

T18, T20, T22, T23 and T24. When the new kerb-line is constructed 
near to Oak T20, the fencing will need to be removed temporarily to 
allow construction and some regrading. These works will be overseen 
and fencing will be re-erected following these works. 

 
5.9 The proposals include planting of a good number of replacement trees. 

These comprise a range of species and will mitigate removal of trees to 
facilitate the new scheme. 

 
 
6.0 Method Statement to Mitigate Impact 
 
6.1 Tree Works 

Some 37 trees on site will be removed. Tree T28 will be pruned back to 
clear the new structure by 2.5m. Woodchip mulch (produced during 
removal of trees from the property) will be applied beneath Oak T20 to 
a depth of 100mm radiused 4m from the trunk. Canopies of trees T14, 
T15, G17, T18, T22, T23 and T24 will be crown lifted where they 
overhang new surfacing to provide clearance of 3.5m. 

 
6.2 All tree works will be completed by persons both experienced and 

qualified to do so and in accordance with BS3998:2010 
Recommendations for Tree Work. 
 

6.3 Protective Fencing 
 Trees as identified will be protected from the impact of construction by 

protective fencing to be erected in accordance with BS5837:2012 
Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction – 
Recommendations. 
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6.4 This fencing is designed to protect all parts of the trees, both above 
and below ground. It will be erected using Heras panels erected in a 
conventional fashion. It is particularly important that the fencing be 
completely rigid and immobile and the fencing should be braced where 
necessary to prevent movement. 

 
6.5 The fencing will be erected in the positions shown on the attached plan, 

TP 3027/2304/TPP Rev A, and will be erected before any demolition 
work commences on site. Once erected, the protective fencing will then 
remain in situ until all construction works are completed. 

 
6.6 The protective fencing will be clearly marked indicating its purpose to 

all persons on site. Signs will be minimum A3 in size and will clearly 
state that the protective fencing will not be moved under any 
circumstances. The protected area inside the fencing will be 
considered sacrosanct and no entry into this area will be permitted for 
any reason except to maintain the protective fencing. No excavation is 
permitted, no changes in ground level, no plant will track across this 
area at any time, and no storage of any materials within this area will 
be permitted. 

 
6.7 Kerb Construction Near T20 
 Construction of this section of kerb and regrading immediately behind 

will necessitate temporary removal of a section of protective fencing. 
These works will be overseen by the project arboriculturist to ensure 
protective measures remain effective and that no unnecessary root 
damage occurs. 

 
6.8 Services 
 Excavation to install new services will be located outside root protection 

areas of all retained trees. 
 
6.9 General 

Oil, bitumen or other material likely to be injurious to a tree should not 
be stacked or discharged within 10 metres of the trunk. Materials 
generally should not be stacked or discharged within 5 metres of the 
trunks. 

 
6.10 Arboricultural Supervision 
 A pre-commencement on-site meeting will be held between the project 

arboriculturist and site manager. The purpose of such a meeting will be 
to finalise protective measures and to ensure that protective fencing is 
adequate and erected in the correct positions. It is also to ensure 
contractors are fully aware of the need to comply with the contents of 
this document. 

 
6.11 It is particularly important that this meeting take place prior to works 

commencing on site. 
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6.12 Proposed works as described above adjacent the RPA of Oak T20 will 
be overseen by the project arboriculturist to ensure unnecessary 
impact upon the tree’s root system is kept to an absolute minimum. 

 
 
1st April 2024 
Tim Pursey 
Chartered Arboriculturist 
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