Heritage Statement
6b Church Street, Reading RG1 2SB

I have owned and resided in the above property since 2000.  It is a Listed building grade II. 

The front of the building lies along Church Street.  Due to the fact that the premises accommodate both a Therapy Centre and an English Language School, it was important to reduce the noise level coming from the movement in Church Street.  Secondary Glazing has already been installed on all sash windows facing Church Street, on the ground floor.  The office on the first floor has also had secondary glazing installed to try and maintain a working environment without draughts from the original sash windows.

There is now work being carried out to the rear of the building (Unison House).  The noise level is unacceptable for the therapists working on the ground floor and the teaching on the first floor.  The building work is proposed to finish in September, at which time there will be 90 flats available for student rentals.  The premise abuts the student area, and to avoid any further noise and disturbance and therefore loss to our business, all the windows at the rear of the building on the ground and first floor will require secondary glazing.  A quote for installation of secondary glazing has been received from Somerville Glass & Windows Ltd, who successfully carried out the previous installations (see attached)
The second floor will also have secondary glazing to prevent disturbance to the residential floor.

The aluminium secondary glazing will not be attached to the original sash windows and will not be visible from the exterior of the building. The original quote included a price for the second floor crittall window replacement, but this is not going ahead.  Secondary glazing will be installed instead.

All the glazing throughout the building will have acoustic glass fitted for additional noise reduction.

The character of the building and its heritage asses will not be altered or diminished at all.  The impact of the glazing will be to provide a more pleasant and tolerable working space for all those who provide a service to the general public.  The business at the centre as a whole is a registered charity contributing to the health and education for the local community.  Without the glazing many of the therapists will need to find alternative accommodation which would have a serious impact on both clients and colleagues. 
