DELEGATED APPLICATION REPORT

APPLICATION NUMBER: 151916/FUL
ADDRESS: 37 Boulton Road
THE PROPOSAL

Proposed Addition of 2 no. Floor Mounted Condenser Units Onto High Level Gantry To Rear of 'Technical' Site & Associated Works
SITE DESCRIPTION AND SURROUNDING AREA

The site is an office building/depot used by Virgin Media.  The surrounding area is predominantly commercial.
RELEVANT SITE HISTORY

None.
RESPONSE TO CONSULTATIONS

The Environmental Protection Team state that, because there are no nearby residential dwellings, they have no objection to this proposal.
RESPONSE TO PUBLICITY

No representations were received.
POLICIES

Legal and Planning Policy Context
Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that proposals be determined in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.  Material considerations include relevant policies in the National Planning Policy framework (NPPF) - among them the 'presumption in favour of sustainable development'.

The following local and national planning policy and guidance is relevant to this application:

National Planning Policy Framework 

Part 5 – Supporting high quality communications infrastructure

Part 7 – Requiring good design
Reading Borough Local Development Framework Core Strategy (2008)

CS7 (Design and the Public Realm)
Sites and Detailed Policies Document (2012)
SD1 (Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development)

APPRAISAL

The proposed condenser units will be positioned on an existing gantry to the rear of the site.  A number of condensers and satellite dishes are already located on this elevation.  The condensers will be largely hidden from public view.
The proposed condensers will not have a detrimental impact on the character or appearance of the site or its surroundings.  As noted above, there are no nearby residential dwellings that could be affected by this proposal.

Equality Act 2010

In determining this application the Council is required to have regard to its obligations under the Equality Act 2010. However, there is no indication or evidence (including from consultation on the application) that the protected groups identified by the Act have or will have different needs, experiences, issues and priorities in relation to this particular planning application.  Therefore in terms of the key equalities protected characteristics it is considered there would be no significant adverse impacts as a result of the development.

RECOMMENDATION

Grant.
Case Officer: Ben Pratley

