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1) History, character and significance of the building/site

2 Paddock Road was built in 1731 and is one of 4 cottages remaining on the street, which were originally cottages for farm workers on Dean Farm. All 4 cottages were Grade II listed in 1976.

No 2 is semi-detached with No 4. It was extended in the 1950’s to create a kitchen and open-plan living space downstairs and two extra bedrooms and a bathroom upstairs. At the same an old army hut was installed in the garden as an outbuilding. This has been used in the past for several businesses, and now is used for additional living space, because my husband is confined to a wheelchair due to a road accident injury, and cannot access the upstairs of the house.

Outside, the frontage is built of traditional brick and flint. Inside, in the old cottage part of the space at the front, there are some original beams across the ceiling and up the staircase. These have been renovated to their original state.

Paddock Road has been extensively developed. There is an industrial estate at the east end of the road and an office building, opposite No 2 and No 4. The cottage furthest down the street (no 8) has recently been converted to an HMO.

2) Extent and nature of the proposed development

The proposal is to create a walled office/study space in the east corner of the open plan space at the front of the house. It would extend between the front of the house and the wall adjoining No 4 and under the staircase that is positioned in that part of the room. It would take up approximately 1/3 of the old cottage space at the front of the house. The other 2/3 is used as the entrance and sitting room to the house. 

The development would involve erecting 2 plasterboard walls, filling in the steps of the open stairs, and installing an internal entrance door, to portion off the space. We propose to 
1. use an old glass door, similar in style to the glass door that leads from the kitchen area to the downstairs toilet nearby
2. set back the door and put it at a slight angle, firstly to enable easy access for my husband in his wheelchair, and secondly to lessen the impact of the new door in the overall space.
3. obtain some old beams from a local reclamation yard to integrate into the walls so that they look original
4. install a window in the wall into the sitting room area to allow air and light through

The structure would not be attached to the floor, but suspended from the beams and support wall. Therefore it would be easily removable should a future resident prefer to make the space fully open plan again.

3) Impact of the development on the heritage asset and justification for the works

The development would be in keeping with the style of the rest of the room by it incorporating old beams and an old door similar to the other door in the room, as described in 2) above. It would not change the exterior of the house at all.

The justifications proposed are that:

· Better use of downstairs space: It would enable us to make use of that space in the house. Currently that area is difficult to use as a workspace because it is open plan.

· ReIease a bedroom upstairs: I work as a freelance trainer and currently use one of the upstairs bedrooms for my office. Creating this room downstairs will release that bedroom for one of my husband’s two live-in carers.

· Warmth: It would make the sitting room part of the open space more cosy to use and warmer in the winter when we light the fire as the heat would be contained in a smaller space.
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