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	Your contact is:
	Sarah Hanson, Planning and Building Control


Dear Kamran
Re: proposed works to two trees at 14 Ridge Hall Close, reading – subject to tree preservation order number 41/003.
Thank you for your application of 14 April 2017, regarding the above.

During my visit on 28 April 2017 we discussed potential work to the Oak and Maple as the application was not specific. Both trees are growing on the escarpment with their bases at a significantly lower ground level than the rear garden and their canopies overhanging the lawn area.

I can confirm that the following proposed works, as discussed and agreed on site, are approved subject to the conditions below:

· Oak (near boundary with No. 16) – remove epicormic growth growing towards and low over the garden (refer to attached photograph) and reduce canopy overhanging the garden back to a point approximately 1m in (towards the house) from the edge of the garden where the level drops.
· Maple (near boundary with No.12) – Remove 2 main branches, as indicated on the attached photograph.

It was noted during my visit that grounds works have and are continuing around the base of the trees and within the root zone.  As explained, the raising and lowering of levels can be harmful to the root systems, hence to tree health.  Excavations should be avoided as these risk the severing, damage or removal or roots.  The raising of levels results in less oxygen and water getting to the roots, leading to root death which then impacts on the tree’s health.  Further information about ‘garden makeovers’ can be found in our ‘Guide to Tree Preservation Orders’ available on our website at: www.reading.gov.uk/trees .

Please remember that as protected trees, their roots are also protected and any unauthorised severing of roots can result in formal enforcement proceedings.

Conditions

1.Five days notice in writing shall be given to the Council prior to undertaking the approved works.

Reason: To ensure that the Local Planning Authority is given sufficient notice of the works to enable the effective monitoring of tree work within the Borough.

2. All tree surgery shall be in accordance with BS 3998: (2010) Tree Work - Recommendations.

Reason: To ensure that all works are carried out in an acceptable arboricultural manner

3. This decision is valid for two years from the date of this notice after which the consent lapses

4. Climbing spikes shall not be used whilst undertaking any form of works on living trees, except on trees to be felled.

Reason: Spikes can cause extensive long-term damage

Informatives

1. Removal of dead or dangerous wood: This does not require the formal consent of the Council.  However written notice must be given 5 working days in advance of removing dead wood.   Where a branch is deemed to be ‘dangerous’, i.e. where works are ‘urgently necessary to remove an immediate risk of serious harm’, you are required to give notice to the Council ‘as soon as practicable after the works become necessary’.
2. Disturbance of wildlife: It is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) to disturb roosting bats or nesting birds.  It is advisable to consult your tree surgeon/consultant to agree an acceptable time for carrying out any work.  Wildlife and habitat controls are administered by Natural England who can be contacted on 0300 030 6000
3. It is best to avoid works in the period immediately before or during bud burst and leaf fall to minimise the effect on the long-term health of the tree

If you wish to appeal against any of the conditions attached to this consent, please contact the Planning Inspectorate within 28 days of receipt of this letter to obtain the relevant forms:

The Environment Appeals Team, The Planning Inspectorate, Room 3/25, Hawk Wing, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN

Email: environment.appeals@pins.gsi.gov.uk
Tel: 0117 372 8192

If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me on the above number.

Yours sincerely

Sarah Hanson
Natural Environment Officer

