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Utility corridor kept clear from new tree and shrub planting

Services and utilities re-routed to the narrow corridor to the south of 
the proposed East MRT line, to enable replacement tree planting to 
take place free from services and utilities constraints to the north of 
the structure. 

New Footpath

Routed through gaps 
and where Category U 
trees are to be removed, 
to minimise impact on 
existing trees.

Improved riparian corridor

The notable Loddon lily which is 
currently present will be retained, 
protected and encouraged to 
spread. The extensive stands of 
invasive Himalayan balsam will 
be eradicated.

Woodland within Local Wildlife Site

Retention and protection of mature and 
semi-mature trees, with additional planting of 
native tree species to (i) replace those trees 
to be lost, (ii) add diversity to the woodland 
and (iii) provide additional screening of the 
East MRT route from the existing towpath.

Acid grassland

A small slow worm population has been identified 
here. Improved and increased acid grassland 
extent should be encouraged (where suitable 
soil conditions prevail), with a wildlife friendly 
management regime in place. 

Scattered tree planting to create a glade with 
dappled shade, acid tolerant species such as: 
Sorbus domestica, Salix aurita, and Betula 
pubescens. 

Bird and bat boxes

Attached to suitable mature and 
semi-mature trees, primarily within 
the Local Wildlife Site. These will 
target species of local importance 
identified to be present on site and 
within the local area. 

Category U trees to be 
removed, with deadwood 
retained on site

4 Tussocky grassland

1 New tree planting

2 Native trees 
and shrubs

Wildflower grassland

Bank (1:1 gradient) 
hydroseeded with 
wildflowers

5

Belt of native shrubs2

Landscape and ecological 
management and enhancement

Planting palette

Landscape elements

Access

Thames Path 
National Trail

Maintenance access

3m wide strip kept clear 
of trees to allow access 
for bridge maintenance.

Living willow woven panels

CorTen steel panels (Streetlife - Wild Fence Modules)

Green Panels

Living willow panels, woven from Salix viminalis, 
or more permanent sculptural features with native 
climbers, set at an angle to the East MRT bridge. 
These provide filtering of the views of the East 
MRT structure from the River Thames and the 
Thames Path, soften its visual effects and draw 
focus to the river corridor.

Seating

Selective removal of the shrub layer 
(particularly non-native species such as 
buddleia) to increase light levels and 
promote the growth of a more diverse 
ground flora. Also removal of invasive 
Virginia creeper.

3 Riparian habitat

4 Tussocky grassland

1

Reptile / amphibian 
tunnels and guide walls

Tunnels and guide walls 
installed to provide north-
south habitat connectivity 
across the site. These allow 
reptiles and amphibians 
to cross beneath the East 
MRT, minimising the risk of 
mortality from attempts to 
cross the carriageway.

Reptile / 
amphibian 
tunnel and 
guide walls

Post and rail fence

Provides separation between the 
East MRT and Tesco car park.

5 Wildflower grassland

Feature trees

Notes 
Refer to PBA engineer drawings for structural design of bridge. 
All tree planting subject to developed service and utility plans.
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Planting palette
Feature trees
Acer griseum
Alnus incana ‘Aurea’
Amelanchier lamarckii
Juglans regia
Prunus avium

Tussocky grassland

A swathe of grassland between the river and the bridge, tolerant of 
partially shaded conditions, containing a mixture of wild flowers and 
grasses, such as Emorsgate Seed Mix EM10 – Tussock mixture:

Yarrow | Agrimony | Lesser Burdock | Common Knapweed | Greater 
Knapweed | Wild Carrot | Wild Teasel | Hedge Bedstraw | Meadow 
Cranesbill | Oxeye Daisy | Wild Parsnip | Ribwort Plantain | Common 
Fleabane | Red Campion | Upright Hedge-parsley | Tufted Vetch | Com-
mon Vetch

Meadow Foxtail | Crested Dogstail | Cocksfoot | Tufted Hair-grass | 
Strong-creeping Red-fescue | Yorkshire Fog | Tall Fescue | Meadow 
Fescue

2

1

4

3

Boat planters

Reclaimed boats act as raised beds for urban food 
growing and provide opportunities for community groups. 

Riparian habitat
Rafts or coir rolls will be installed along the 
edge of the River Thames in front of the 
existing hard engineered retaining wall, to 
create a strip of new riparian habitat, suitable 
for softening the current hard river edge. 
Species will be selected to complement the 
existing riparian habitat located to the west of 
the Kennet. Gaps provided where there are 
moorings or pontoons, maintaining access for 
boats to the river.

3

Thames Path 
National Trail

Hibernacula

Features suitable for use by hibernating 
reptiles and amphibians, and also of value 
to invertebrates, will be created. These 
will comprise deadwood features and 
rubble piles, and utilise trees and materials 
removed from the site to facilitate works. 

Riparian 
habitat

4 Tussocky grassland

Willow fedges

Woven willow hedging helps to visually mitigate views 
from the towpath by foreshortening / softening views. 
The woven lower part allows views through to the 
grassland and helps with security; whilst allowing 
the willow to sprout and grow upwards will provide 
some screening of the lower elements of the viaduct 
structure. (Subject to detail design to agree landscape 
maintenance strategy and to meet access requirements 
for maintenance of the East MRT bridge).

Maintenance access

3m wide strip kept 
clear of trees to allow 
access for bridge 
maintenance.

Wildflower grassland

A mixture of wild flowers and grasses, such as Emorsgate Seed Mix 
EM2 – Standard General Purpose Meadow mixture:

Yarrow | Common Knapweed | Lady’s Bedstraw | Oxeye Daisy | 
Birdsfoot Trefoil | Ribwort Plantain | Hoary Plantain | Cowslip | Selfheal 
| Meadow Buttercup | Yellow Rattle | Common Sorrel | Wild Red Clover

Common Bent | Crested Dogstail | Slender-creeping Red-fescue | 
Smaller Cat’s-tail

5

* Night scented species

Nectar-rich plant species that 
are attractive to night-flying 
insects are included within 
planting scheme to enhance 
foraging opportunities for 
bats. 

Native trees and shrubs

Acer campestre
Alnus glutinosa
Betula pendula
Carpinus betulus 
Cornus sanguinea
Corylus avellana
Crataegus laevigata
Crataegus monogyna *
Lonicera periclymenum *
Prunus spinosa 
Salix alba
Sambucus nigra *
Sorbus aucuparia
Viburnum lantana
Viburnum opulus

2
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